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DISTRICT OF COMYECTIC&T, fo wif. 

L ' E ‘ iJ*F' it remembered, That on the first day of 
’January, in the thirty -sixth year of the Independence 
of the United States of America, Samuel' Eells of 
said District, hath deposited in this Office the title 
of a Book, the right whereof he claims as Proprietor, 
in the words following, to wit—." A. Report of the Trial 
54 qf A&ftnrn Hodge, Esquire, {late one of the mem- 
44 her a of His Majesty*# Council for the Virgin-Islands) 
44 at Me Island qf Tortola, on (he 9,5th April, 1811, and 
44 adjourned to the 29 Ih of the tame month, for the mur- 
il dsr of his negro man slave Prosper. Stenographic 
44 colly taken by A. M. Beusario, Esquire, one of' 
44 the Grand Jury who found Me Bill of Indictment; 
44 and certifitd to be impartial and correct by hit. Honor 
“ Richard Hbvrerw crew, Esq. President of the Vir- 
44 gin-islands, and President of the Court on his trial.’* 
in conformity to the Act of the Congress of the 
United States, entitled “ An Act for the encourage* 
snent of learning by securing the copies of Maps, 
Charts and Books, to the Authors and Proprietors of 
such copies during the times therein mentioned.” . 

f H. W. EDWARDS, Clerk 

v of the District of Connecticut. 

A true Copy, examined and sealed by me 

H. W> Ebwarus, Clerk of 
the District qf Connecticut. 



CERTIFICATE. 

Having, by request of A. M. Ilelisano, Esq. the re¬ 
porter or the Trial of Arthur Hodge, Esq. (late one 
of the members of His Majesty’s Council for the Vir¬ 
gin-Islands,) for the murder of his negro man slave 
named Prosper, carefully examined the manuscript, 
by him stenographic-ally taken, and prepared for the 
press, containing all the documents, arguments, tes¬ 
timony and proceedings in the said trial—Do hereby 
certify, that to the best of our recollection, and be¬ 
lief, the same is, not only impartially reported, but 
is altogether correct. 

/Tortola,, 2 5 th t June, 1811. 

(Signed). RICHARD BETHERINGTON, 
.President of the Virgin-Islands, and From* 
deni of the Court on said Trial. 


Attest. 

( Signed ) Willi am Gofisav. Secretary to his 

Majesty's Council , mid Clerk of the Crown 
for the Virgin-islands- 
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THIS Trial, which X have undertaken to usher in ¬ 
to the world, will, 1 am persuaded, be -esteemed o: v. 
of the most important that ever attracted or engaged 
the public attention *, l leave to be collected fiom the 
very able speeches of the learned Counsel, the moral 
and political effects, this report is calculated and like¬ 
ly to produce ; on my part, i trust, it will be deemed 
sufficient that I give proofs of impartiality and correct¬ 
ness, which the certificate on the preceding page, can¬ 
not fail completely to establish. 

X can, with confidence, affirm that my report,as far 
as it regards the examination of witnesses, law refer¬ 
ences and pleadings, is scrupulously correct: the 
very interesting pefioaitiom and other papers and doc¬ 
uments have been carefully copied, from the originals 
in the possession of the Secretary of tho Island and 
Clerk of tire Crown, who has attested the above men¬ 
tioned certificate; 

My endeavors were likewise exerted to follow mi¬ 
nutely the elaborate, the eloquent speeches of the learn¬ 
ed pleaders, but, in that attempt, i fear I may in some 
degree have failed-— of them and of the public I entreat 
indulgence, when I shall be found to have fallen short 
of those appeals in Court, which it may be truly said, 
electrified the audience and produced'general admira¬ 
tion. 

Tortola, 28th June, 1811. 



LETTERj^ROM WILLIAM COX ROBERT* 
SON, Esq. 

GvMBS COALWILLs Ss^.J HaVSrMjVXm 
ZuiKt Wm. Rqgsxs XS4JCK,Mt%* 

three of Me Mkjseifs Justices of,the. JReaee^Jpr the* 
Virgin-Xiland *- 

' GvyviKun i», ' 

I HAVE received Information of a highly ImpcKrtsmt ;. 
nature. I request you.will accompany me term place, 
where l think it necessary a deposition ekouid be - 
taken*.. ' 

i nm Gentlemen,' 

Your most obedient servant.. 

WM. COX ROBERTSONS 
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, t l-onu’Oi.A,,'«s. y f^EftREEN jfefiojiG'ES* 'Deposition. 

Before the Non, George Martin, Esq. one of Bis 
Majesty's assistant Justices of the Court of ■ 
Common Pleas for said Islands , Daniel Ross,' 
William Gumbs Chalivi/f Henry Maurice Lisle , 
and William Rogers Isaacs, Esquires ; all of 
them His Majesti/sJusticesyassi^pedtofcmfi 
the ficace, Isfc.ilifc. within and for the Virgin- 
Islands, aforesaid. 

FbrsonstHy appeatefl f erreeri (Setrges,' of the said & 
island of Tortdlaf'^fi^'Woittaii of dolour, %hc beirJg 
duly cSutioned‘to spealcthe •truth,'artd wWliatfing de¬ 
clared she fully understood the nature bf an bathi'and 
being sensible of the pains and penalties inflicted for 
perjury, made oath upon the Holy Evangelists of Ak. 
mighty Gody and deposseth^ra^^lpws.^-^li^trfrppi^ 
about five,years ^gOva^d-until.e^ut ^vraek-per.the 
death; qfthe late Mrs. ^nn Hodge.,.the^Jasy r^e^of thje.,. 
Hon. Arthur H6dge, of the said island of Tortola, Es<i. , 
she resided off -and on, but generally 5 oh the estate 
called Belle Vue, belonging to the sai^ &bdge; that 
during the;§aidperib0 of tim? s t^3aid Arthur Hodge 
was gniky of repeated and excessive acts of "cruelty 
tovrards his slaves oh said estate, amongst which, fall¬ 
ing under her immediate view, she notices the follow¬ 
ing, viz; That a slave, called' ‘‘ ^^'33011©^” between 
three and four years ago, was by ; order of the said ; 





Hodge, tid'd'down and cart-whipped without intermia- 
sioh for at least ah' hour j that the said Arthur Hodge* 
stood by aiid saw it done } and that slje this deponent 
also was present; that when-' the-'said negro silave- 
« Tom Boiler,’* after the infliction of Paid punishment 
attempted to rise, h^ Couid not stand, but was taken 1 
Ujjt and carried to the sick-house, from whence he nov- 
cr eatpe put, but efeVicTifi about w week after said cart- ■ 
whipping^ and- as>- this deponent believes in conse¬ 
quence thereof; that immediately before said cart- 
Whipping, said slave was stout, fihle and hearty, and 1 
Capable of doittg his work j sad that to her knowl-* • 
edge no Doctor was called in to said slave/ 

And further this deponent saith, that soph, after thr- 
death of the said Toni Boiler, another slave belonging, 
fo the said Hodge was % his order and in his pres- 
once,-and the presence bf her this 1 deponent^ laid 
down and fOr more than one hour was cart-whipped 
without stopping (or interrhissibn^ ;-that the hanie of 
said last mentioned slatfe was Prosper, that after said 
csrt-whippihp hfe ; was taken up by-Order of ; *\- Ilodgd 
with his tied behind bis back, lasheu w> a tree* 

and said Hodge then ordered the driver to use close 
quarters, meaning thereby, according to his usual ex¬ 
pression, which she understood, to shorten the whip s 
that in this situation < the said Prosper ih presence of 
said Hodge was beaten until he fainted, bis head 
hanging down backwards, and no longer able to .bawl? 
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■when this- deponent no longer al^Ie tobear such a sight 
left the window where “he, hath been standing. That 
this cruelty; fqtJk'place- at .the Works; ; ,that: the said 
Prosper was carried : to the sick-house on the hill, 
where, within a, fontnightheidiedi:a8':tMs';depdhdnt.-he«' 
lievfcs, in consequence of said cruelty.:; farther 
tliis deponent saith that-about .three;years ; agq to the 
bekt-pf her rejmembriutce v a young slave namedcCjUffy, 
was,Jby pfder of sajkh Hodge? apd; -inJtho; pycsejicfp,of 
thi^dep.bnent, laid down;,and; constantly ©art«>vhipp^ 
for- more< than. .pn^difuiy without stopping, recehjrisg- 
Qt, /«$«#,.t^-hoi* belief,--two -bundled; lashes ; that hq 
was cut to^piCGes- j. hod; had nq - blackskip,; upon 
him remaining - iromhis Jup*.Jp^isfjifui^s ;% jp^at this 
cruelty^wasinflicted attthe: works f 
edirom thence-to the sick-house op the hills whqnn h® 
d^d^within a week f j that to her ktwwled^, ho Dpci- 
tor was -called to him, and that he was in health doing ‘ 
Ms work, and strong befoi^ the flogging. ^ 

■: Thatthis deponent hath k^wn. > jthe^id;:'-Hjh^S?J9' 
prder^at.different ( -times, ketfles pf bojling water, pre¬ 
pared for the; purpose of pouring; said wa$ 9 r{dqwn:t]i® 
throat8‘Of hi3 negroes, who had offended 'hijn.-V i „•, 

. That Margaret, the cook,. andElseva washer^ :W«r® 
served so:? that said Hodge said they were going .to 
poison MY3. Hodge and the children,. and:bewould 
put an end to theni-^that this/ddponent/did^t 
the boiling water poured down their throatk,'J>efcau&® 
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she had hot the heart to be pteaent*} but beard the 
screams of Margaret, *md saw both Mat'garet feud Elsc 
runimig Afterwards with scalded mouths, &c,' That 
they lived sometime after in a miserable cbridition, al¬ 
ways complaining of their stomachs until their deaths, 
that they never got better, but died. • • 1 - 

That the day .Margaret* this deppnen^ went 

into the kitchen where Margaret was, and observing 
she was stupid, . told her ..she w^%spy ,a 0 $, : asked her 
.whatwas-the matter.,.-.-. ; ^ . 

That Margaret then pulled an handkqrchief off her 
headj and shewed deponent tWOvexy.severe wounds, in 
her head, which she told deponent sai4 fiodge had 
given her. One of which wounds was in the fore* 
part, and.the other in the hind part of her head, that 
in the former, she could have j|id her three fingers; 
upon which the deponent desired said Margaret to 
leave off her work, and deponent would do it, and ad« 
vised her to eat some rke witich deponent offered her; 
that said Margaret was unable to do so, but soon after 
^fott-.o^.h^r^e^-She.wasrcamedinto the sic|t*iiQuse> 
and .died:that evening. - -And-aoipe.^merhefore .the 
4®?^h of,Margaret f * . Thatthis deponent 

4n pa^g. the $ick4iQM&; saw, a ^hUd, about ter, years 
of age, vJRm^d; %mpS®% .with the. skin .aU off ; that 
she. epqmrethof? thh} .waa'the. matter 

,• -with.saidjHebHdi ip,‘tfc® nameof Cfo4 : f.;that the sick 
nurse shook her hand at her, and told.her,, to go away, 

4 ' • 





..that she t?iti ,hot wiah her maator to.kuow the child] 
had ,been aeon $ that this deponent made enquiry con*) 
. «erning said child; and learnt by general report on the 


./•statot from the negroes* that ajdd child .had ^een by] 
. order of said Ho^ge* dipped into a copper of bpiliv^^ 

Ikuor, , , . , I 

' ' ‘'her 


(Signed) £ERRERN X GEORGES. 

murk 


<• -Smrii ;to» tl:HM& day MareA, in She 

year tfM* Mtjcsti/e reign, ‘ 

»—«JB</W ■»«$■;■' 

.Georoib Maiitsr, A. J. 

B. Roto, ' ' ' r ' : 

WiitsAssrG. Gha&wili.. -'•/ ' 

. Wjliiam R. Isaacs. ■ ’ “• 


$f9!tQZkf <9, ’f djfidavit and &ee4g4ti*an<tf >of 
\ ! WstUAse Cf% JR oBgxttatri Before the Men, 
1 • GtorgeJRie^rdeon F(nrtdrgthtMon,^brahtim 

:C, 'MW* Maurice I4skyihe <Hm, 

• George Martidg Bankt'Mo*e t Fronde Mar* 
;S igm -Stout*-William Gumbs Chdlrnl), Henry 


MauriceLisk) and'Wiitiim Bugera Semce t 
rMspdrest 



Personally appeared William Cox Robertson of said 
Bland of Tortola, Esq, who being duly sworn on the 
Holy Evangelista of Almighty God, deposetb, and 
oaith, that he hath probable cauffoj$© suspect, and doth 
suspect that the lion. Arthur Hodge of said Island of 
Tortola, Esq. hath wilfully, feloniously, and of hie 
malice aforethought, murdered the following negro 
slaves, late his property, to mt. Tom Boiler, Prosper, 
CuSy, Margaret and Else, by beating, wounding, 
apd evil treating them, in so violent, shocking and 
cruel a manner, that they each, and -every‘of them, the 
said nogvo slaves, diedin consequence thereof, 

WILLIAM Col ROBERTSON,' 

Smrn to t thin 5th day o/Mr*rch t 1811. 

—- — .Before m , • 

George R. Porter, 

Abraham C. Hill, . ' 

Maurice Lisle, 

George Marts**,' 11 
P. Ross, 

Fhancis H. Stout, 

' WiiLIAM G. Chalwill, 

■ >Hewrt M. Lisle, 

■ William 1 Rogers Isaacs, 

(©» the back .) 

Memorandum} . 

On the fifth day of March, IS! 1, the within named 
William Cox Robertson appeal, and enters#into 
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reeognisance in the sum of one thousand pounds, cur¬ 
rent gold and silver money, to appear at the adjourned 
Court of Session's, to be held in this Island, and pro¬ 
secute the within mentioned complaint. 

Taken before me in presence of all the within 
signed Magistrates. 

GEORGE R. PORTER. 

•*— 

WARRANT OF COMMITMENT. 
VsnoiN-IstAttbs,• 
Tortola. S 

To the Deputy RrovoetMarahalof the Virgin±,Inlands 9 
or t in his absence , to his Acting Deputy 9 • and cach 9 
and every Constable of the Islands aforemd-—* 
■Gmettirei-im . . , 

Whereas complaint und^r oath hath been made 
and exhibited before us, the Hon. .Richard Hethering- 
ton, Esq. the Hon. George Richard-on Porter, Esq. 
the Hoh. Abraham Chalwill, Esq. thtj Hon. Maurice 
Lisle, Esq. the Hon. George Martin,.Esq. Daniel Ross, 
Esq. Francis Harrigan Stout, Esq. Joseph Harrigan, 
Esq. James O’Neale, Esq. Williamv Gumbs Chalwill, 
Esq. Henry Maurice Lisle, Esq. and William Rogers 
Isaacs, Esq. each and every of us,-,HWMajesty’s Jus¬ 
tices; of the Peace* in and for the; V^gin-Islands, that, 
Tli^ Hon. Arthur Hodge of tho said Island of Tpr- 
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tola. Esq. did feloniously, wilfully, and of his raaitee 
aforethought, beat, wound, .and evil treat the following 
negro slaves,late the property of him, the said Ar« 
thur Hodge, to wit* Tom lloiler, Prosper, CufFy, Mar¬ 
garet tmd Else, in so violent, Bhockfog aUd cruel man¬ 
ner, that each, and every of them, the said negro slates 
did die, in consequence of such beating, wounding, 
and evil treating by them severally received from' the 
said Arthur Hodge; ' ’ :vv ‘ ‘ 

These are therefore in His Majesty’s nahie, to 
chargej command, andirequire you, any, or cither cf 
you, forthwith to apprehend the Said AtthurHodge,and 
Kim to bring before us, or any, or either of us, His 
Majesty^ Justices of the Peace, aforesaid,‘in order 
that he the said ^LrtliUr may'be dfcMi with ac-. 
cording to W. ' ‘ ; '' v '" / ‘ ' '* ‘ •' v "- v 

Given Under our several arid respective hands and 
seals, at Tortola, aforesaid, this 5th day Of March, 
in the fifty-first year of bis Majesty's reign* 
fttcnAnb JfETHfiniVdTOsr, (is.) ‘ 


George H'. Porter, (is.) : 

Atilt AHAMC. Hil£, (ts.)‘ '• 

MAotiiCE Lisle, . (is.) 

GEORGE. ; MaRTI», (is.) 

f). Htiss, (is;) 

P&xsrci# H. : Stout,- ’ : ■ (is.) 

jos«#u HinnioAN, (is.) 

James’ O'^Eale,'' (its.) 
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('«■):. 

(is.) 

(*?•) 


Ys^mv^hs.KKm,}/:’ ■ 

Xoatola, ««. 5 SrsriiattM'JCeouG^s 

Before the Mon, George Mirhardaon Pqrter t 
; Mag. the Mon, Abraham Chalwill Billy Mag. 
Vic Boti, George. Martin, Mag. Daniel Roast 
, Meg. Franfta JJarrigan Stout , Msg. Wil¬ 
liam Chimb* Chalvjill , Esq. Henry Man- 
,<• r/« J5*g. and William Roger* Isaacs, 

. each and every -jqf them His Majesty ’« 
Justices of the Peace, within aidp for the 
Virgin-lalatids,aforesaid. • 

Personally appeared, Stephen M Keough,former!y 
of the Inland of Tortola, late of the Island .of St. 
Croix, and at present resident in the Island of Tor¬ 
tola, aforesaid, planter; who being sworn on th® 
Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, depos jth, and 
saith, That In the month of September, in. the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and five, 
he resided at Paraquets Bay, in the East-End di¬ 
vision of the said Island of Tortola, bordering upon the 
; estate of the Hon. Arthur Hodge, oftheaibresaidXsi- 
ahd of Tortola, Esq. and though not in his immediate 


William G. Chalwill, . 

Jljsrfur M. JLislb, 

. . . ;* ■ : ’ ' •, "■ 

William floor.ns Isaac#, 
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employ, was engaged by him to inspect hia eafcu!e ; 
that the crop in that Yealrj about the fitst W JahiitnY 
foljiovirlhg having begu^h 0,! ’ i; ' * :;i ’\ ; l v,Tr; ' J 

'Wefebiriie> : ' ; a : ' *la& 'aknititWeh^4vc ; yoaVs-oraS^* 

being a hunter, bibloh^irig to «l^ H6d'^4’ was iiehi'bjr 
hini, in search et sonic 

bited hia pass fov auehservice tti that 

after said slave, Welcome, had bunted four or &Ve 
days,'he returned^ home urtisuccessYur m Mipuratifr, 

‘and in 'consequence -'thereof wasi'aikddW^ fejy said 
: Hedged order, and had a severe cartWhljpptag ^die¬ 
ted uponlum ; that' the said^^s^aye, ^elc^be^ was 'then 
' |i«i inedfdtely sentVut ’Hunting'aj^^hd 1 frf a 
‘few days,"again returned! home as formerly ursaiiccess- 
* fei,‘ when, with'Ws old wounds from the beferd 
''idod^eart^Whi^n^ b^cur^d,'(tjb: wash second time'by 
' drdet* ofsaid Hodge',' laiddown and sbvcWl f catt*Whji(i- 
‘ped ujioh'tho former wounds. That said M/elcbrrie w£s 
‘then 1 immediately by said Hodgci sent duthtmti% a 
.'■’third time,’in the state he then, of bourse was, !and h' 
/gain as 1 formerly returned unsucbesSfuf in a few dayii,' 
1 and was then again 'carl-whipped SCverei^ by v order i>f 
Said Hodge* ahd pUt in very lfeaVy frcinStywith a puddihg 
on 'each leg*' and a crook'' round'his neck,' hn‘d kdide 
nights was by deponent seen in xhia condition, pot for 
v the night in'.the bilboes, or stocks; that he t^as hllow- 
ed.little or no diet, and contequenily became^o Wak, 
that he could scarcely wajk.’ 1 ‘That a^otit ibis 1 dins 

■ r 2 : ' 
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a3k«d him, tlu3 deponent; to buy said slave 
Welcome; and offered to sell him for five joes, (that 
, iii forty dollars;) that previous to said cruelty; inflic* 
.tod on said slave^ Welcomc; this deponent believes 
hp /was. wcirth ( more ttym forty joes, but at the time 
.said Hodge offered to sell him to deponent, he, this 
,<l«PO«^nt» ^ouid not have given him twp joes for him, 
h^ ^as ccrtain said slave could not live, in eonse- 
quence of said ill ttreatment, That this deponent 
therefore refused to buy said slavp, Welcome, but told 
said Hodge, he ha.d no objection; to taking him \ Par* 
Bluets Bay^apd keep him for a day or two. That he* 
this deponept loft said Hodge's house, and told iaid 
slave, [Welcome, to, come on t that said slaVe, Wei- 
come, proceeded as well as he could in the state he 
•wap in, and reached about half wayldown the hiil { 
•when he declared himself unable to proceed any . fur¬ 
ther ; that Ip consequence of his wounds f^om said cart- 
. whipping?, being unable to jut down, he laid down 
in the road,on his belly f. that this deponent had seen 
the flesh from spid , wounds, sticking to the seat of 
hta, the said slave's breeches, from the sores formed 
, m his posteriors, in consequence of said cart-whip¬ 
pings, repeatedly inflicted as aforesaid. That depo¬ 
nent- proceeded home, and left said slave unable to 
.prpcepjjl, and ip the condition aforesaid. That he was. 
informed that stud Hodge, learning that said slave, 
Welcome* did not proceed with the deponent to Para- 
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quets Bay, hadhim that night bronght honite»«nd in the 
state he was then in, cart*whipped him immediately. 

_ That he, this deponent went the next 
said Hodge, who said he knew nothing of said filave, 
and had not seen him y that he this.deponent when he 
last saw said slavey Welcome, w% convinced he could 
not live, that, lie neyenaft^r saw ihe jjwdd Welcome^ 
and is sure he died im consequence of ihe cruelties 
aforesaid. , ;v.■ 7.■: ;'-;r 

That ^ different periods of liifie, this tepentfat 
has lived as -a manager .in; tfie employ of said Hodge, 

. on his estate insa& Island of Tortola, fialljed, Betye ‘Vue * 
that during luB residence on said estate, thojttid. Uotfg® 
wtt&in the practice.of committing dFeadful; 

. aiVft^ts of eraelty towards his slaves*, 
year of pur. Lord .one f^san^.e^t'hM^jl'vl^id: 
seven ( after the twenty*seventh day of March, io that 
year, that being; the day on which said deponent-went 
' to reside c v said estate, t wo uegro slaves, Maygartt and 
Else, were sent by said Bodge, to this: deponent, na- 
ked as they Were horn,- Very severely cm-'% the cart* 
•whip, and chained" together, with orderi to put theni 
into the field. That he this deponCht' had "proVionsly 
heard the said Hodgh saiy that said Margaret and Else 
should not live long, but that lie would put an end to 
them, for striving to take thelires of his inn^ceW 
babes. That when said' slaves, last namedy wife **> 
sent to this deponent, lie tmderstbdd that said Hodge 
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had had boiling. watcy poured do\vp. tl^e throat of 
said Margaret, and that ho, tli»s deponent, saw that Kev 
month ar.d undqr-ltp were' scalded y'tl&t both''Mai$a- 
ret and£lse, aforesaid, soon after died, and «a he adds, 
very shortly, as he believes in consequence of said 
treatment; and that they were previously arid imme- 
cliatr.ly before saiid treatment in good heaUh.' ’ 

' Arid further this deponent saith, Ihrit ririother ne- 
gvb slaVe, about nineteen years of agri! 'wa^ by older 
of said Hodge very severely cart*whipped, and put in 
heavy irons! erbdfc jiuddirigsV iSfc. iand allbived little or 
1 nothing to eati That he was bunit in the rridUth with 
; an hot iron, and that he, ihis deponent, saw him Sn 
consequence thereof, with his month, all Vaw, and 
that he rihortiy after died j and riis this djeponeht be¬ 
lieves, in' consequence ooK .fiaid treatments .-.that; .1&e 
name of said sliive . last mertticrietl, wasVlupiter. That 
dapcrientdid.riOt see him>bu.rnt,\bM'H.<a.riridit:.w^8:4q9e 
, by order, of said Hodge, bqt saw bis mouth »3 abpye 
described ; tliat this took place about three months qf- 
. ter Mr. Hodge’s dqel. wifh Lawyer Simpson. - That 
. qljpvesaidi thi§ depMent we^i to live qn ihe said.estate 
of the saiisl Hqdgc on^o^wenty-seyenth day of Marcli, 
in the year of our Lord,. .one diopsand eight hundred 
and seven, for the second time j- that beriawtft new 
begro^laye, the property of said Hodge, vphose name 
, not certain of,; but he br lieves to- be Torn, Tqqi - 

o my■'©•r. Thoipas, cart-pbipped;in p ,ija ast.crueI in?,nner 
in the presence of sqid-Hodge,; that he ©r.ly lived 





two or time days after} that he, this deponent, saw 
said slave when dead, taken out of the sick-houBe<»U 
raw, and carried away on a board to bebuned,andis 
sure that he died in consequence of said treatment, 
and not in consequence of any thing else. 

That deponent was seldom present when the se¬ 
vere cart-whippings were given to the negroes, hut 
has Seen them much mutilated after the beatings, 
and known several, nay, many to die ,iii conse¬ 
quence thereof. That on deponent’s coming into the 
yard of said Hodge when he was present, inflicting 
such cruelties, in the last mentioned, and other instan¬ 
ces, the whip has stopped until hisr after 

which he has heard it going oh* 
the works, and sometimes • Tof \• ;Thht 

particularly in the instance of the said neW negro, 
Tom, Tommy or Thomas, he heard the whipping 
going on, when about half way from the works up to 
said Hodge’s dwelling house, called Belle Vue; that 
immediately on his appearance in the yard, where said 
Hodge was* seeing said new negrobeaten, the whip 
stopped, but as soon as he, this deponent, left said 
yard, the Shipping recommenced, and continued with¬ 
out intermission (though deponent stopped, listening 
to it about one quarter of an hour upon the road) un« 
until he reached the works, and sometime after, being 
one hour, ov more; that said cavt-whipping of said last 
mentioned slave was not three weeks from said twen¬ 
ty-seventh day of said March, when'.lids' deponent 
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ipoved tp *aid estate .-—And further this deponent saith 
that another slave, the property of said Hodge, cal¬ 
led littlo Simon, has been in presence of said Hodge, 
and In the presence ;. of this deponent, cart-whipped, 
at what said KodgeCalais short.quarters.. for ,an half, 
hour at least pt one time, repeatedly: that, the, Ijpa 
of qaid, Siracjn wpre burnt as this deponent.perceiyed, 
by th<^ir rjawjpess-; but payer heard sa^d Jlpd^e e^uira 
how they became ^o, or enquirp oppopaplain re^ppet- 
iiig.ptjuir. negroes who bear sitnilat marks .cjjuelly. 
Thftt a free, man, napted P.e$ey» ;\yas hired, tyy gaid 
Hijqdge^ for ids pJoathstWictuals, and, to thp tyest ,pf this 
djOp^ncpt’s reppembrance (who signed the agreement 
ps pip:i^pess) t>yo joes per mpnth, to work as a. fpegofy 
on said Hodgp’aestate. And-that he, this dspqnejqt* 
has seen said Hodge in hispresence, cart?wp t ipping 
said Peter repeatedly, at short quarters, and every 
other way, and put chains upon him, and had him 
worked upon, his estate with the field negroes; that 
Peter died as this deponent believes, in consequence 
of the |U treatment of scud Hodge, and nothing 
else. . . ■ '• ' ' . - . ■ ., 

And’lius.deponent saith, that the term cioBb quarters , 
used by said Hodge, means the most cruel and severe 
mode, of cart-w hipping, as the whip is shortened and 
go$s all round the body, cutting every part, particu¬ 
larly the stomach and belly, making no noise, which he 
believes to have been an inducement with said Hodge 
to practice it. . 
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That another negro slave named Cufly, the proper¬ 
ty ofaaid Hodge, was by order of said’ Hodge* very 
severely and repeatedly cart-whipped), chained ,' kd ; 
and in such a miserable condition, in consequence 
thereof, when tins depoitent left the estate of said 
Hodge, that he thought it impossible said list mention¬ 
ed slave could ever recover ; and tliat he died Soon 
after, as this deponent believes, in consequence of said 
Hodge's cruelty aforesaid. 

That he, this deponent has occasionally gone to tils 
suck-house, bfelbngtng : to said'Hbdge to put 4,J P’risoh- 
ers, M (as said Hodge called his negrbes who had bf- 
fended him)'in the bilboes or Stoeksi, but that hb Was 
not able to s '.ay inside of said hbti^b, bwihg tb the of¬ 
fensive smell proceeding irons the Wounds occasioned 
by tart-whippings oh hegroes therem ^nfined j'thht 
be has often' seen the sick nursfe W6fthlhg aftd 'dres-’ 
sirig such WohndsWs he considered corrupted. 

And further, this deponent saith that he hath' MoWn. 
the shid Hodge to order, and in his presence, arid in 
the r pfesehte of him this deponent,"the !iitle : srakll ne¬ 
gro and mulad^ children oh his estate, about nine years 
of age,‘ to he ' takeh up by the heels and dipped into 
tubs o? Water, holding from fourteen to tWehty gallons, 
with their heads downward, and with' their heads 
under Water, to be kept until they became stifldd, 
then taken out and suffered to recover and breathe, 
and then again, immediately to be treated in the same 



_ Warmer, and bo repeatedly treated until this deponent 
hath seen them stagger anti fall, when said Hodge 
hath ordered them to bo taken up and suspended to a 
tree by their hands tied together, and in such situa¬ 
tion cart-whipped for some time, at c/ote-guarters, aa 
he calls it; but that said Hod go was not awaro that 
ho, this deponent, or any other free person, was see¬ 
ing s«ch. cruelty. 

That Bella, a small mulatto child, reputed to be the 
natural child o f said Hodge, by his female slave Peg¬ 
gy, (then about eight years of age, as this deponent 
believes) was repeatedly cart-whipped by order of 
said Hotjge ; and this deponent further saith, he hath 
more than once seen the said Hodge strike said child 
with a stick, upon her head, and break her head ; and 
hath repeatedly seen him kick her so violently in the 
lower part of her belly, as to send her several feet on 
the ground, from whence, he, this deponent, thought 
she never again would rise. 

That when he this deponent went to live with said 
.Hodge, a slave named Cudjoe, was a smart active fel¬ 
lows but being severely and repeatedly cart-whipped 
.and otherwise ill treated by said Hodge’s order, became 
weak and emaciated and unable to carry the Irens 
-put- upon him: that he died : and without 'any doubt 
©f this deponent in consequence of the cruelty of said 
Hodge. 



That when he, this deponent, went the first time 
to live on said Hedge’s estate, there was Upon it a fine 
gang of able negroes, about one hundred or mot's in 
number, but that when the last wife of said Hodge 
died, that number was so reduced by cruelty, ami ab* 
scowling in consequence of cruelty, that negroes 
enough were not to bo found on the estate sufficient 
to dig her grave, and that therefore this deponent,with 
Daniel Ross, Esq. one ©£ Ms Majesty’s Justices, now 
present, taking this deposition, assisted in digging the 
grave of the said Mistress Hodge j that from the length 
of time, this deponent cannot now remember all the 
■names of the negroes who have died in consequence 
of the cruelties of said Hodge, but knows the number 
to be great; and that sometimes three arid four have 
thereby died in the course of a day and night. 

. That another slave, named Gift, belonging to said 
Hodge, was working in the field in the forenoon, be¬ 
ing a man-boy, and in chains, in the month of —— 
in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred 
, and advert, that he had been severely cart-whipped 
before, a»d at that time was scarcely able to hold an 
. hoe, and his wounds unhealed, when he was laid down 
in presence of this deponent by the driver, who said 
he had orders from his master, said Hodge,, so to do, 
and again meat severely cart-whipped, and died that 
night, !aa this deponent is certain, in consequence of 
said cruelty. 



That .next morning he, this deponent, saw the ne* 
groes carrying his dead body uncovered on npiece oi’ 
boml to bebUtied, and saw that the body was dread- 
fuHy cut up by the cart-whip.—That this boy had been 
hi $ood health, until he Was cart-whipped and put in 
chains) and until then, had not complained of any in- 
disposition ? that on such occasions, no Doctor was 
called In, but from time to time, when negroes in this 
manner became missing, said Hodge desired him, 
this deponent,to mark them on the list,board as runaway. 

That during deponent'll residence with said Hodge, 
he sent down three mules to Banghcr'u Bay, and took 
the tiles belonging to the heirs of Jlezaliel Hodge, 
Esq. deceased; that when he, this deponent, saw the 
mules going down for said purpose, he brought the 
mule-boys to an account, to where they were go¬ 
ing, but they would not tell him, whereupon lie, this 
deponent, as he had some days before been informed 
by one of Mistress Georges' negroes, of said Hodge's 
intention, relative to said tiles, not thinking it right, 
sent them back ; in consequence of which, one of said 
nude-boys went to said Hodge, and told him of their 
being sent back by deponent, that, thereupon the said 
Hodge came down and quarrelled with this deponent 
for so interfering with the mule-boys, saying at ths 
same time, that he was sending them to Mr. Hills' 
for tiles; in consequence of which, the mule-boys 
went and brought the old tiles from out of the old 
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house belonging to said heirs of ?,ald Hodge on said 
Baugher's-Bay, which this deponent sow them d<v 
assisted by a w^chmap belonging to ?aid heel’s* named 
Matthew, by looking atthqn througlvajipy-ghss, 
from the muld-pcn on said Hedge’s estate f; that said 
tiles were brought up to said Hodge's estate, and that 
he saw them by order, and in presence of said. Hodge, 
put on the Copper-Hole Shed, belonging to said 
Hodge ; that three mulo loatfa of tiles were brought 
up that day, and enough attcrwartla^ cpves? the whole 
of the said Cbppcrholc ShesjjO? the greater part thereof. 

And further this deponent s&iih, that said Hodge, 
while he lived ^ith him, would occasionally have the 
draft cattle belonging to the heirs of stud Rcralicl 
Hodge taken out of the pen of said heirs at Baugher*s- 
Bay, before day, and would work them in carting su¬ 
gar from his works to said Bay, and has made this 
deponent go to said Bayand tie the watchman belong-* 
ing to said hens, who Was charged with the care of 
said cattle, and bring him up the hill to him, the said 
Arthur Hodge, when said Hodge, in this deponent’s 
presence threatened said watchman to cart-whip him, 
if he heard he told of his, the said Hodge, staking 
and using said, cattle, and upon said watchman propils- 
ing said Hodge net to tel} the same, that said Hodge, 
in this deponent’s presence, has given said watchman 
ebrnmea! pnd herrings to keep him secret. . 

' {Signet}) ' ' STEPHEN M‘£EOlJ0B r 
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Sworn to before us, his Majesty's Justices of the 
Peace for said Virgin-Islands, Shis \Qth day of 
March , in the fifly-first year of his Majesty's ’ 
reign the said Stephen M‘Keough having 
first signed this,.and. the preceding eight pages 
in our presence . 

(Signed) George R. Porter, 

Abraham C. Hill, 

George Martin, 

D. Ross, 

Francis H. Stout, 

William G. Ciialwill, 

Henry M. Lisle, 

William Rogers. Isaacs* 


PROCLAMATION, 
Virgin-Islands? > 

Tortola. $ 0™ Hundred Joes reward , by 

thc Hem . Thomas Thom as son, Er.ej: 

(Seal.) President of his Majesty's said Virgin- 
Xaland$,&c,i$c.&c. 

Whereas complaint, linder oath, hath been made 
before several of his Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, 
within and for the Virgin-Islands, aforesaid, accusing 
the Hoti. Arthur Hodge, of the said island of Tortola, 
Esq. of the crime of Murder; And, whereas, exam- 
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inations, under oath, taken before several of hia Ma¬ 
jesty’s said Justices of the Peace in support of scud 
accusations, have been exhibited. 

And whereas a warrant founded upon said com¬ 
plaint, and examinations haye .been granted by seve¬ 
ral of his^Majesty’s said Justices of* the !Peace, for 
said Islands, directed to the Deputy Provost.Marshal 
of the Virgin-Islands, or in hv* absence to Jils^acting 
Deputy, and to each and every the Constables of the 
Virgin-Islands, aforesaid, commanding each and every 
of them, forthwith to apprehend the said Arthur 
$odg©j and him tp bring- before any or either, of .his 
Majesty’s said Justices, to be pnsaid complaint dejdfc 
with according to law. 

And whereas the said Deputy Provost Marshal pf 
the. said Virgin-Islands, being absent, hath by his act¬ 
ing Deputy, received said Warrant against the said 
Arthur Hodge, and by him hadh cetf Uied.that he hath 
made strict and diligent search and inquiry for the 
said Arthur Hodge, in order to apprehend him by 
virtue of the Warrant aforesaid, but hath not been 
able to discover or find him, the said Arthur Hodge, 
and that he hath reason to suspect that the said Ar¬ 
thur Hodge U harboured .and secreted by some per¬ 
son or persons in the Virgin-Islands, aforesaid 
These are therefore, in his Majesty's name, to charge 
and require each and Avery, his Majesty's liege sub¬ 
jects, to be aiding and assisting (whenever thereunto 
C % 
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required) tlie Deputy Provost Marshal of the Virgin.' 
Islands^ aforesaid, and in his absence, to his acting 
Deputy, and each and every the constables of the Vir¬ 
gin-Islands, aforesaid, in making strict search for, and 
apprehending .the said Arthur Hodge, in order that 
he may be brought to justice. 

And these are further, in his Majesty's s?me, to 
forbid each and every his Majesty’s liege subjects, to 
harbour, sustain or secrete the said Arthur Hodge, 
being accused as aforesaid, upon pain and penalty of 
what may fall thereon. 

And whereas the council and assembly of these 
Islands, have authorized me to offer a reward for the 
Apprehension of said Arthur Hodge j I do therefore, 
by virtue of said authority, hereby offer a reward of 
one-hundred Joes, to any person or persons who shall 
apprehend the said Arthur Hodge, and him deliver 
into the custody of the Deputy Provost Marshal of 
these Islands. 

Given under my Mmd and Seat, tins 1 3th day of- 
March , in the year of Our Lardy 1811, and 
his Majesty*s Reign, the Jifly-Jirst. 

THOMAS THOMASSON, President 


• 'k Si 


A true Cafiy, 

Gordon, f Secretery< 
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Writ of Habeas Corpus for the Provost Marshal, or- 
his lawful deputy ; returnable at 10 o'clock, March 
l6lh, 1811.- 

Filed Afarch 16/A, 1811. 

William Gordon, D. Secretary. 


Virgin-Islands,? 

Tortola. > 

Georgs the Third t by the grace of God, of the United 
Kingdoms of Gre,aPBritain and Ireland, King, defend¬ 
er <f the Faith, J&c. To the Provost Marshal, or hi 
lawful. Dcputy-^QvjE.&vi ng, 

Wc command you, that the body of tlie Hon. Ar¬ 
thur Hodge, in your custody d< tained as it is stud, to¬ 
gether with the cause of the detaining, you have un-. 
der, safe and secure, conduct before our beloved the 
Hon. Maurice Lisle, Esq. our senior Assistant Justice 
of our said Court ot Common Pleas, and any oilier of 
our Assistant Justices of our said Court, at the Court- 
House, in the Road Town, at 10 o’clock in the fore¬ 
noon of to-morrow the sixteenthuday of this present 
month. To do and to receive all. those things which 
our stud senior• Assistant. Jastioc, nnd.his Associate or 
Associates shall, then and there consider of in this 
.particular. And have you then.and. there thh writ, 
fitness, the Hon. Maui ice Lisle, Esq. senior Assist-- 
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ant Justice of our said court, at Tortola, this IStJMuy 
of March, in the year of our I^ord, 1311, 

Passed the Office. 

William Gordon, JO. Secretary. 


Vino in-Tslanbs, > 

Tortola. y Pursuant, and in obedience to 
the annexed Writ tome delivered, I appear before $0 
Hon. Maurice Lisle, Esq. senior Assistant Justice of 
the Court of Common Pleas for the Virgm-’lsiah^Sr 
aforesaid ; the Hon. William •Walfecej' andtheHon. 
George D. Dix, Esquires, Assistant, Justices of Said 
Court, at the Court-House in the Hoad Town of Tor¬ 
tola, at ten of the clock in the forenoon of Sat^rda^, 
this sixteenth’day of March, instant; having there,' 
under safe and secure conduct, (as in said writ is com*- 
mantled). the body of the Hon. ^rt|^p'Ri)i%9j' 88ilCjp.- 
have been detained in my custody in obedience to the- 
followingprecept. 


VlSOSN-ItiLAltnS, >v 

Tortola. j ; 

To the Deputy Provost Marshal of the Virgiri-lklimdii 
6T. ; in his absence, to his Acting Deputy, and to the 
h 'ptr of the Common Gao!, for the Virgin Isfan&g 
tforesmd^GREEtiii-Gi ' ■ ’'?£• 



Whereas, The lion. Arthur Hodge of the said 
Island of Tortola, Esq. hath been brought before us, 
the Honorable George Richardson Porter,- Henry 
Maurice Lisle, Francis Havrigan Stout, and WiL 
hum Rogers Isaacs, Esquires, each and every of 
His Majesty's Justices of the Peace, for the said 1st* 
and?., by virtue of a warrant issued by the Hon* Rich- 
avd Hetherington and others, His Majesty’s Justices of 
the Peace for the sakl Islands, upon the information 
and complaint ofv Wiliiatn .Cox Robertson, Esq. who 
therein upon oath saith, that he hath probable cause 
to suspect, and doth suspect that the Hon. Arthur 
Hodge, of said Island of Tortola, Esq. hath wilfully, 
feloniously, and of his malice aforethought, murder¬ 
ed the following negro slaves, late his property, fo 
wit. Tom Boiler, Prosper, Cuffy, Margaret and Else, 
by beating, wounding and evil treating them in so vio¬ 
lent, shocking and cruel a manner, that they, each and; 
every of them, ; the said negro slaves died in conse¬ 
quence thereof. 

, These are therefore in His Majesty’s name, to 
require and command you to take the body of the said 
Arthur Hodge, and him forthwith convey to the com¬ 
mon gaol of these Islands, and him deliver to the keep¬ 
er thereof, and you the said keeper, are alike required 
tc receive the said Arthur Hodge, into your custody 
in said goal, and him there safely to keep, until he be 
thence delivered by due course of law'. 
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Given under our Hands and Seals, at Tortola, afore- 
said, this fifteenth day of March, 1811. 


(Signed:) 


George R. Porter, 

(is.) 

Henry M. Lisle, 

(ls.) 

Franc is H. Stout, 

(is.) 

William Rogers Isaacs, 

(is.) 


Ths AmivZr- of William fiagnclt, Be- 
fixity Provost Marshalby his attorney 
M, G. Isaacs. 


Viacjar-lsLAMas,^ . 

Tortola. $ In,the easeof the, Bang vs. the 
Hon. Arthur. Hodge, Esg. I was yesterday, morning, 
the fifteenth instant, called on to attend at the house of 
Francis Harrigan Stout, Esq. one of the Justices of 
the Peace for the said islands, to sign the mittimus 
of the. said Arthur Hodge. 

, The deposition of William Cox Robertson, Esq. 
and the warrant issued in consequence of that deposit-; 
tipn, were read to the said Arthur flodgi?, as was als© 
the mittimus. 
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Mr. Hodge declared himself to be innocent of the 
charge Ibid againlst him. 

GEORGE R. PORTER, J. P. 

March 16/A, 18U. 


Mk Honor the President, Richard Hot he ring ton EaqPs 
■Charge to the Grand Jury/, 1 6th April 1811 .-^Deli¬ 
vered in Court pnihe&StfrJl/iril. 

Gentlemen of the Grand.Jury. 

By virttife of a special commission.of Oyer and Ter¬ 
miner and general gaol delivery, tinder the hand and 
seal of His Excellency the Governor in Chief, you have 
been summoned and are iiow impanelled, as the Grand 
Jury of inqucStj for the Virgin-Islands.—So repeated¬ 
ly, tietttlefrten, have you discharged the duties of that 
important station, that it would be presumption in me 
to imagine you unacquainted with these duties ; at 
this time it affords gratification to behold so res¬ 
pectable a collection of my fellow countrymen, assem¬ 
bled on the present occasion, and it cannot but be con¬ 
solatory to my self and the rest of this Court, to feel 
from experience, an assurance that you will dp every 
Jthin ; in your power to support the laws, and strictly 
by your indictments, agreeably to your oaths, to pre¬ 
sent. every person guilty of offences, without partial¬ 
ity, favour, or affection. 
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. The Government of the Virgin*Island» huoteo king, 
Gantlcmen, been considered) not only weak, but pc?‘- 
ha pa pusillanimous by offenders j it has too long been 
believed so, and it is high time that the energy of tire 
laws should be used to prove the contrury* Moat of our 
'magistrates have endeavored to carry the laws into 
just execution to prevent crimes if fioasttlc, being com* 
siutted> arid to pjtfhisr* offenders, as examples to others 
from doing evil. It is to be hoped thfey will meet cv* 
cry aid and encouragement in the righteous discharge 
of their duty, and that their sentences will be respec¬ 
ted, and carried info proper effect; otherwise we 
need hold no Courts, but becoming in a state of insul> 
ordination, leave every man to assert his own rights, 
and maintain- what he may call, his own privileges in 
the best way he can ; for, Gentlemen, when the laws 
are trampled upon, and the magistrates defied, no 
good order or decorum can exist s,n.society, but all 
must-be confusion, and the worst of anarchy. 

You will remember, Gentlemen, that you are not a 
jury to try offender®, but only to present offences, as 
they may be Said before you, or come to your know¬ 
ledge, on behalf of,the Crown. Should you need the 
assistance of the law officers on the present occasion, 
you have a fight to call upon them for any informa¬ 
tion, which doubtless, they will eiihcr of them rea¬ 
dily furnish you with. Consider, Gentlemen, that 
the peace, quiet, safety, and lives of the inhabitants, 
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•ever rest in the hands of a Grand Jury, tlo your duty 

impartially, and trust for 

your reward to your own 

consciences, your country, urnl your Gotl. 

(Signed) 


.RICHARD HETHEIilNGTGH, President IK T. 

The Grand'Jury consisted of, 

.'John Alien, 

Matthew Mulloon, 

Peter B. Amndcil? 

John Stephens, (Foreman.) 

A. M. Eelisario, 

George Nibba, 

John Bed, 

William Ross, 

William Geo. Crabb, 

William Rymer, 

John Carruthers, 

David Shearer, 

John Vanterpool, 

William Thomas, 

George Dyer, 

Thomas Watters, 

James Grigg, 

John Hamgan, 

John Hanley, 

Richard King, 

John Fe Letlsome, 

John Lcttsomcji 

John Mulloon, 

Eequiree. 


•B 
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TRIAL 


OF 

ARTHUR HODGE, ESQ. 

Late one of the Members of His Majesty's Council 
for the Virgin-Islands—for the Murder of 
his Negro Man Slave, named 

PROSPER.' 


At a Court cf Oyer and Terminer, and General 
Gaol Delivery, for the Virgin-Islands, holden at the 
Court-House, in the Road-Town of Tovtoln, on Thurs¬ 
day, the 25th April 1811,—before his Honor, 

RICHARD HETIIERINGTON, Esq. 

President^ P. T. 
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The Hon. Andrew Anderson, Esq. y 
The Hon. John Ferdinand. Isaac 
Pickering, Esq. 

The Hon. George Richardson Por- i 0 f jj jg Maj'es- 

ter, Eaq. ' , ty's Council. 

The Hon. George Davis Bix, Esq. 

The Hon. Abraham Chalwill. Hill, 

Esq. J 

His Honor James Robertson, Esq. Chief Justice of 
the Court of Common Pleas* 

Joseph Harrigan, Esq. 

Francis Harrigan Stout, Esqi 
William Gumbs Chalwill, Esq. 

Thomas Dougan, Esq. and , 

William Rogers Isaacs, Esq. 

The Gstand Jury, consisting ©f the Gentlemen; 
herein after named,, found a Bill of Indictment against 
the said Arthur Hodge,. Esq, for the wilful murder, 
©f Prosper. 

Grand Jurors. 

John Allen, John Hanley, 

Peter B. Arrindel!, John F. Lettsome, 

Abm. M. Belisavio, John Mulloon, 

•John Reel, George Nibbs, 

William G. Crabb, Matthew Mulloon, 

John Carrot her s, William Ross, 

George Dyer, William Rymciv 
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James Grigg, -David .Shearer, 

William Thomas, . Thomas Walters, 

J. Vanterpool,senr. John Stephens, 

John Harrigan, Richard Kin^, 

John Lettsomc, Enquires, 

When John Stephens, Esq. was appointed Fore- 
man. 


Fhe Court being.opened and Arthur Hodge set to 
the Bar, lie was arraigned on the Indictment, which 
was then read by the Clerk of the Crown, (William 
Gordon, Esq.) and was as follows, 

Virgin-Islands, 'I 
Tortola, j 

At a s Mcial Court of Oyer and Terminer and 
Gaol Delivery, for the Virgin-Islands, begun 
and holden at the Court-House in the Road-Town 
of the said Island of Tortola , on the ninth day of 
d/iril, in the year of bur Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and eleven, and in the fifty-first 
year of His Majesty’s Reign, and adjourned 
from, that time to Saturday , the twentieth day of 
the same month, April, and from She said twen- 
ticth day of mid April, adjourned to Thursday 
this twenty-fifth day of the same month, April, 
and now thereon holden at the Court-House , in 
the Road-Town of the said Island of Tortola, 
within and fort he Virgin-Islands aforesaid, 

. a 2 



43 


Quit SoriiRBiGN Loud vhs iT/wc, vs. Antinun Homs> 
The Jurors for our Lord the King, upon their oath 
present) That Arthur Hodge of the Island of Tortola, 
Fsq. being ft person of a cruel, malicious, and dia¬ 
bolical disposition, and not having the fear of God be¬ 
fore his eyes, but moved, and seduced by the instiga¬ 
tion of the devil, on the second day of October, in the 
forty seventh year of the reign of Our Sovereign 
Lord George the Third, by the Grace of God, of the 
United Kingdom of Great-Britain and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, and in the year of our Lord 
©no thousand eight hundred and seven, with force 
and arms, in the Island of Tortola, feloniously, wil¬ 
fully, and of his malice aforethought, did command 
certain men slaves, whose names are to the. jurors 
aforesaid, unknown, belonging to, and under the di¬ 
rection and command of the said Arthur Hodge, to 
seize a certain negro man slave, called or known by. 
the name of Prosper, belonging to, and being under - 
the. command of. the said Arthur Hodge, and to throw 
down, and forcibly hold upon the ground, the said ne¬ 
gro man slave Prosper, with his face and belly upon 
the ground,,and both his legs and arms extended and 
held down; and that the said Arthur Hodge then and 
there feloniously, wilfully, and of his malice afore¬ 
thought, did command a certain negro man slave, 
whose name is to the jurors unknown, belonging to, 
and in the possession of the said Arthur Hodge, to* 



Hog and whip the said slave, Prosper, and that in olhs*' 
icnco to the command) and by the coercion of the 
said Arthur Hodge, the said slave) whose name is to 
the said jurors unknown, in the presence of, and by the 
command of the said Arthur Hodge, so feloniously, 
wilfully, and of his malice aforethought) given as 
aforesaid with a certain instrument of punishment, 
commonly called acart-whip, made of wood and rope 
of-the value of one shilling, which ths said slave, 
whose name, is to the jurors aforesaid unknown, in 
his right hand* then and there had and held, did 
then and there strike, Hog, whip, bruise and la¬ 
cerate the naked right and left buttock, and naked * 
right and left thigh of the said negro man slave Pros¬ 
per, for the space of one hour, in the presence of, 
and by the command- of the. said Arthur Hodge, so 
feloniously, wilfully, and of his malice aforethought 
given as aforesaid,' and feloniously, wilfully and of his 
malice aforethought, continued and persisted in by.the 
said Arthur Hodge ; the said slave, whose name is to - 
the said jurors unknown, then and there giving with 
the cart-whip aforesaid la obedience to the com¬ 
mand of the said Arthur Hodge, so feloniously, wilful¬ 
ly and of his malice aforethought, given and continu¬ 
ed and persisted in as aforesaid, upon the naked right, 
and. left buttock, and naked right and left thigh 
of the said negro man slave, named Prosper, divers 
mortal strokes, bruises, lacerations and hurts, o£ 
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which said mortal strokes* bruises, lacerations and 
hurts, the said negro man slave, named Prosper, 
from the said second day of October in the year 
aforesaid, until the fifteenth day of October, in the 
year aforesaid, in the Island aforesaid, did languish, 
and languishing did live, on which said fifteenth day 
of October, in the year aforesaid, and in the Island 
aforesaid, the said slave called Prosper, of the said 
mortal strokes, bruises, lacerations and hurts so giv¬ 
en as aforesaid, by the command of the said Arthur 
Hodge, feloniously, wilfully and of his malice afore¬ 
thought, died. And so the jurors aforesaid, upon 
their oath aforesaid, do cay that the said Arthur Hodge, 
in manner and form aforesaid, the said negro man 
slave, named Prosper, feloniously, wilfully, and of his 
malice aforethought, did kill and murder, against the 
peace of our said Lord the king, his Crown and dignity. 

And the said jurors aforesaid, upon their oath 
aforesaid, do further present, That the said Arthur 
Hodge, of the said Island of Tortola * Esq. being a 
person of a cruel, malicious and diabolical disposi¬ 
tion, and not having the fear of God before his eyes, 
but moved and seduced by the instigation of the de¬ 
vil, on the second day of October, in the forty-seventh 
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the 
Third, by the Grace of God of the United King¬ 
dom of -Great-Britain and Ireland, King, Defen¬ 
der of the Faith, and in the year of our Lord, one 
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thousand eight hundred , and seven, 'with force add 
arms, in the said Island of Tortola./feloniously, wil¬ 
fully, and of his* malice aforethought, did command 
certain 1 men slavea> whose names/are to; the jurors 
aforesaid unknown; belonging to, and under the di¬ 
rection and Command of said Arthur Hodge, to seize 
a certain negro man slave, called or known by the 
name of Prosjpoa’, belonging to, and being under the 
command of said Arthur Hodge, and to throw 
down and forcibly hold, upon the ground the said ne¬ 
gro man slave, Prosper, with his face and belly , 
upon the ground, and both his legs and arms extended 
and held down, and that the said Arthur Hodge then 
and there, feloniously, wilfully and of his malice afore¬ 
thought did command a certain negro man slave, 

. whose name is to the said jurors unknown, belonging 
to, and in the possession of the said Arthur Hedge, 
to flog, and whip the said, slave, Prosper; and .vhatajn 
obedience to, and by the coercion of the said Arthur 
Hodge, the said slave, whose natne is to the said jo- • 
rors unknown, in the presence of and by the command 
©f the said Arthur Hodge, so feloniously, wilfully,- 
and of his malice aforethought, given as aforesaid 
withi a certain instrument of punishment, commonly 
called a cart-whip, made of wood and rope, of the 
value of one shilling, which the said slave, whose 
name is to the jurors unknown, in his right hand, then 
card there had and held, did then and there strike, 
flog, whip, bruise and lacerate the naked right an r d . 





left buttock, and naked right and left thigh of tho 
said negro man stave named Prosper, for the spaco 
of one bom 1 ', in the presence of, and by the command 
of the said Arthur Hodge, so feloniously, wilfully, and 
of his malica aforethought, given as aforesaid, and con¬ 
tinued and persisted in by the srid Arthur Hoflgo, the 
said slave, whose name is to tho said jurorsunknown, 
then and there giving with the ctat^whip aforesaid, 
in obedience to the command or me said Arthur 
Hodge, so feloniously, wilfully and of his malice afore¬ 
thought, given and continued and persisted in as afore¬ 
said, Upon the naked right and left buttock, and naked 
right and left thigh of the said negro man slave, named 
Prosper, divers mortal strokes, bruises, lacerations and 
hurts, of which said mortal strokes, bruises, lacera¬ 
tions and hurts the said negro man slave, named 
Prosper, from the said second day of October in the 
year aforesaid, until the fifteenth day of October in 
the year aforesaid, in the Island aforesaid, did lan¬ 
guish, and languishing did live, on which said fifteenth 
day of October, in the year aforesaid, and in the Isl¬ 
and aforesaid, the said slave called Prosper, of the 
said mortal strokes, bruises, lacerations and hurts, s® 
given as aforesaid, by the command of the said Ar¬ 
thur Hodge, feloniously, wilfully and of his malice 
aforethought, died. 

And so the jurors aforesaid, upon their oath afore¬ 
said, do say, that the said Arthur Hodge, in manner 
and form aforesaid, the said negro man sl^ve, named 
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Prosper, feloniously, ■wilfully, and' cf his malice 
aforethought, did kill, and murder, against the peace 
of our said Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity, 
and against tha form of the act of the Commander in 
Chief of his said Majesty's Leeward, Chambee Islands, 
in America, and the General Council and General 
Assembly of the said Islands, in such ca&e made and 
provided. 

PAUL HORSFORD, Solicitor Genera!. 
HENRY M. LISLE. , 

A True Bill. 

John Stephens, Foreman. 

The Prisoner amigned, and pleaded Not Guilsy. I 
WiLMAM-GoaDO tt. Deputy Secretary*; 

VrnGiN*IsLAHr3>>. ' 

Tortola. > 

In the Court of Oyer and Terminer and' : Ga#, 
Deliveryffor saidlslands, 

Rex ■us. Arthur Hodoe. 

Indictment for Murder* : ; , 

1 Perreen Georges, Sworn. 

Witnems. % & . 

J Stephen M ( Keough, Sworn, 

PAUL HORSFORD, Solicitor Generate 
HENRY M, LISLE, Pro Reg*., 
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To which the Prisoner pleaded Not Guilty. 


Then the Pannel returned by Robert Glover Isaacs, 
‘Esq. the Deputy Marshal, was called over and consis¬ 
ted of the following, viz. 


Isaac Thomas, 

George Straclian, 
John.Pittm.an Vanterpool, 
johii Davis Molineux, 
‘Christopher Arrindell, 
John Strachan, 

'Benjamin Harper, 
Alexander Carr, 

Richard Roberts, sen. 
William Isaac Palmer, 
Robert Bowie, 

Charles Walter Woods, 
Thomas Wills, 

John Rawbone, 
Alexander Fraser, 

,W.E. Wilson, 

Andrew M. Bcrngan, 
William Glover, 

Duncan M‘Intosh, 

John §keltQi),.Jtm* 


Donald Cameron, 
Abraham Heiliger Long, 
John Gibbs, 

Henry Shew, 

Isaac Titley, 

John Vanterpopl,.Jun. 
Isaac Stephens, 

John Bells, 

Robert Greene, 

George Leonard Fisher, 
John Dracott, 

A. M J Kechms, 

A. Armstrong, 

George Smith, 

Riehard Roberts, Jun. 
■William Wareham, 
William McLaren, 

H. A. Bontein. 

John M‘Donough, 
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Mr. Tyson, on behalf of the Prisoner, was proceed¬ 
ing to inform the Court, that he was not ready to 
come to trial, when Mr. Solicitor General, the Hon. 
Paul Hereford, Esq. applied to the Court to know 
whether counsel sk ukl be assigned the prisoner, 
and if so, whether for the examination of witnesses, 
anti the discussion of points of law, or counsel in 
hill; that with three able and experienced counsel 
on his behalf, Mr. Solicitor'General thought the prac¬ 
tice of the mother country ought to be adhered to, 
but admitted that the practice of the colonies varied 
in that respect; he proposed, in case counsel in full 
was assigned the prisoner, that one only, Should ad¬ 
dress the j oy and mentioned the case of Barbot 
and Mills, at St. Kitts, where counsel in full was de¬ 
nied the prisoner, and cited 4 Blackstone, 355 ; 2 
Hawkins P. C. 400; Lord Coke 3 Institute 137. 

Mr. Chief Justice Robertson, said lie had sat 24. 
years, arid never knew that counsel in the fullest ex¬ 
tent was refused even in crimes of a less degree; he 
admitted the doctrine in England recommended that 
bfte should open, another should examine, and the third 
should plead and address the jury; he should be sor¬ 
ry to sit where a prisoner was debarred counsel in 
the fullest extent. After sonic further argument, 
the Court appointed Mr. Tyson, Mr. Long and Mr. 
Musgrave, with permission to two, to address the jq* 
ry, and any one to cross-examine, but that whoever be* 
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$an, should tud with the same witness, anil that one 
counsel should open the defence and the other close. 

This being agreed to, Mr. Tyson addressed the 
Court to pospone the trial,'.stating that depositions had 
been taken relative to the destruction of a number 
of negroes, which depositions had been kept from the 
knowledge of the prisoner’s counsel, in an extraor¬ 
dinary manner—-that they were taken by surprise, and 
could not prepare a defence ; they had prepared 
ihcmselvea for those mentioned first in the deposi¬ 
tions, and were ready to try the first named ; they had 
postponed the consideration of the succeeding char¬ 
ges, expecting the Solicitor General would have pro¬ 
ceeded regularly with tfie first, and so on; they were 
not only prepared to meet them, but every other 
charge against Mr, Hodge. 

Mr.Long made several observations in.addition; 
lie stated that he knew no ground why the deposi¬ 
tions were kept from them.; they were deprived of the 
opportunity of questioning character; this was the 
first time the parties came face to face, he required 
a sight of the accusations against Mr. Hodge, and 
stated that the commitment took place before the de¬ 
positions. 

Here he was stopped by Mr. Solicitor General. 

Mr. Lisle, said they were taken, before the com¬ 
mitment, as to Prosper. 
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Mi*.‘ Long,--The warrants were issued on the 5th 
March, before they were taken. 

Mr. LisIe,— Ko. They were taken, on the 4th 
March. 

M'r. Long^Tiie 1st and 3d Philip and" Mary 13*, 
directs that the information and deposition shall % re- ** 
turned into the gaol delivery under a penalty; why were 
they hot? No examination of the prisoner was taken, it 
was highly necessary, had it even been a charge of yes- 
tcrdhyjiiut much more so, being one of four years ago; 
the opportunity of repelling, evidence was debarred 
them—these people were guilty of misprison of felony 
by not bringing him forward before—he has unanswer¬ 
able cases to support him ; the examination and in¬ 
formation should be taken before the magistrates, and 
should be put in writing within two days. He was 
ready, though no efficient reason in his opinion had 
been given. 

MrJ Musgrave,—The depositions had never been 
Fead to Mr. Hodge. 

Mh Lisle,—They iiad been lodged. 

The Court ordered that the prisoner’s counsel may 
see the depositions lodged. 

Mr. Solicitor General,—That it fiid hat lie with 
the counsel for the Crown, but the Court, to consent 
to postpone the trial’; he submitted Whether any sub¬ 
stantial reason had been given, to put the country to 
inconvenience; the difficulty of assembling juvies in* 




thess Islands was well known; Mr.Long.was mistaken 
respecting Prosper; hr would prove that Prosper for ^ 
■whom the prisoner was committed, was named ^ 
those depositions; with regard to the order of charges 
he was not bound to call on the prisoner’s cpiplsel M 
to ,s»ay which they would have firstthe counsel for 
the^Grown were supported in tl^e election they had Jf 
made; the counsel on. the other side knew Mr* >) 
Hodge was committed for Prosper, and oughjitpbe h 
preparedrfor that trial, they must be as capab|e;tdd^y !/ 
to meet iti aa any ojther day:. , v , ,, I? 

'Mr. Lisle,—TKe depositions were’ kept back be- J 
cause if the prisoner or his friends were permitted | 
to know who had testified against him, they might j 
never be forth-coming. . r ; 

Mr. Long Teplicd pt length, and supported hia j 
right to have the trial postponed- 

The Court asked the Secretary, who gave direc¬ 
tions that the depositions should be lodged in hia 

office ? He answered, Mr. Chief Justice Robertson. 

Mr. Lisle,—He sent them the day before, but Mr. | 
Gordon (the secretary) was not there ; the affidavit ? 
respecting Prosper wa3 filed before Mr. Tyson and j 
Mr. Long arrived^ J 

The affidavit of the Prisoner stating that tie was 
not prepared, ^nd praying to have the trial put off) 
until Monday the mh April, 1 Va* then read; and the! 
Gourtunammously agreed thereto* 




Mr. Lisle,—*Whether the other depositions should 
be lodged ? 

Solicitor General was of, opinion they should. 

The Court read the 160th clause of"the Court Act, 
mentioning they should .be; lodged: four days before 
trial. 1 ' 1 .'■■ ■■ r '•' • •• 

Mr. Long—To what purpose, if the. prisoner’s 
counsel cannot see them ? 

Court,—All the depositions should be lodged, and 
a reference may be had to them, but.no copies tahen, 
they are'only to be read. " ’ ' J 

Adjourned to Monday, the 29 tk jSfiril, a* 10 o’clock 
in the forenoon. 
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<££ '(Dyer/ aftdt Terip’^eri and General. Gaol Delivery 
for the Virgin-Islands—-Court House, Tortola, 
asth. April, 1(811., , ,. •; . 

: . TRIAL 

Qif AftXBUR HonG£, Esq., late of His Majesty'* 
Council for the Virgm-Islapds, foy the Murder 
of his .negro man slave* named 
PROSPER. 


The Judges, Grand Jury and Pannel were the same 
as on the first day of Court, to the minutes of which 
refer."' ’ ...„ .'vi'^r - : 

The Couti^em^ opened, 

Mr. Solicitor General stated to the Court that he 
had acceded to a proposition of his’ learned friend, 
Mr* Lisle. Since the evidence produced to the Grand 
Jury, there appeared some circumstances to the wit¬ 
nesses, that would establish the death of Prosper more 
dearly j he therefore in compliance with the sugges¬ 
tion of his learned friend, though he was not aware it 
was material, begged leave to alter, or withdraw the 
indictment and send In a new bill. 
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Mr. Tyson opposed it; he was satisfied with the 
Indictment: in-its prescnt'etatc. 

Mr, Musgrave read a casfi where it:was refused. 
It was) by not means proper, to? u^t'^age .such pvac- 
tice ; the prisoner in the case rited, h ad be erf put on 
ha»dfefence;and;«cq»iJtteds. . ; 

Mr,. Hale,Wilke. petit jury are not impamselledi. 
Mr. Long moved, that thetrial prooied. on present 
indictment.. 

.'\:Gftu$W®trd»c the; prisoner, toibe brought'^ ■; 
w Arthur Hodge, was then; asrt tditlie bar for trial on 
the indictment, to which hehad pleaded iwt guibg. 
Then the pannel returned bythe Deputy & wahal 
wa3callodover-~(seefirst dayVrainutes.) 

ThsCourS calted on the prisoner^ couns l to shew 
«a»ae ftw* their objections to;the juryman they had. i- 
jectedwgndifost asto* 

Mobett Qreqtt', challenged with; cause; 
Iht^qgatedT'h^ M^i.Long; ^ '-.-A ~ i 

Quwtion. Was- not Mr» M^Keough entertained by 
8ktnhe>cost of theprosecutor? 

ftPKeougb has been entertained at 
sny house,; hestiii eat^and’drinhF wkh mey as does 
Perreen Georges, both at my own dh&f get; * 

By-Mr; Solicitor Gen&raL ; - 

Q. . Why were they* pitted withybw ^ 
yfc Because they both feldP the magistrates ^hey 
wished tnbv put Undep my piratOctSon, as thbjrwere- 



afraid of being assassinated} not by Mr Hodge, but by 
. Ms friends. Perreen Georges has always Jived at 
Turnbull’s Mountain, the estate I manage. 

Q. Have you- haci any- conversations -with the wit¬ 
nesses ?. - . - ' : . 

A. 1 haves and wish to be excused; though I can 
conscientiously go upon the panned and do my duty 
towards Mr. Hodge and the King. 

Mr. Long,-—To the Court cited 2d Hale 306. « If 
a juryman, before sworn, take information of the 
case,* it is cause - of challenge, the law was otherwise 
before, but not so; now.” 

2d Burns Justice the same. 

Solicitor General conceives the sort of ' information 
Mr. Green obtained, is not such as to disqualify , him 
for a juror, it should appear he had voluntarily mad© 
himself a party with the witnesses. As informations 
before magistrates are. public, they must necessarily 
be known generally; the witnesses were placed by 
the magistrates with Mr. Green, for the . case,"com¬ 
fort. and safety of the parties, and to serve the ends of 
public justice. He declares they haye made no bias 
on his mind, submits under these circumstances wher 
ther he is proper or noh ,. , 

Mr. Lisle,—Jurors may be challenged, 1 ' firofitcr-af- 
Jecium^ malice or favor ; they should shew this. 

Mr. Tyson,—Mr. Solicitor General has mistaken - 
the premises j he says Mr. Green’s information was. 
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!n a court, of justice ; Green says ho hasr had fw. incite 
private conversations. That roan knows little-of tire 
human heart} who does not know what impressions 
such conversations would have 5 first iinp»v*&»sii»n.» are 
tl: . strongest; the law s&y 3 wo Won't run the risk of 
the man being perjured, I should, ic.yaelfx even as 
Mr. Hodge’s counsel, have received unfavorable im¬ 
pressions; Mr. Green being influenced in the rowdi¬ 
est degree* would render him ineligible ; Mr. Green 
without .knowing it, has received impressions from 
the only persons, by whom this prosecution can b& 
supposed, not from general report- 

The Gou t considered him ineligible. 

Mr. A. H'Kt\'x.v: . Tiersmptorily. 

Alexander Fraser, do. 

D. BFKintosh, do, 

■John Skelton,. j.un * challenged with came. 

3y Mr Long. 

Q. Have you conversed with the witnesses ? 

A. Yes, yesterday. I am prejudiced against Mr. 
Hodge, but not so as to operate on my oath. 

Q, For what cause ? 

A. Itv consequence of Mr Hodge saying something 
to me improper in another business. 

The Court—Cause allowed. 

Donald Cameron , challenged peremptorily. 

Robert Bowie, challenged with cause. 

Q. Do you hear any ill will towards Mr. Hodge C 



Jl None* I have had a dispute with him. 

O /r - you corn* .u -•cd with the witnesses: 

I . >o 

‘unnutrd on the panttel by th& prisoner. 

.jtomka'x H. Long, challenged with cause. 

V. Did you go to .fetch Mr, M‘SLeough ? 

A. 1 did, and am prejudiced'against iWr. Hodge. 
Cause allowed. 

- John Gibbs’, challenged, with cause, 

Q. Have you had any conversations respecting this 
. trial- 

• A. Yes, but none with witnesses, nor with MV. Wil¬ 
liam. Coz Robertsouf my private opinion'of Mr,Hodge 
la very bad. ' 

Cause allowed. 

William M'Larau with cause; 

Q. Are you ill disposed towards Mr. Hodge ? 

A. I have no ill will against him. 

Peremptorily challenged. 

Richard Roberts, jun. with cause. 

Q. Are you ill disposed towards Mr. Hodge ? 

A. I owe him no ill will, and am not prejudiced; 

Q. Have you conversed with the witnesses r 
A. I have not. 

Peremptorily challenged. 

Henry Shew, with cause. 

Q. Have you any prejudice against Mr, Hodge ? 

J. None. • • 





Q, Have you conversed viththc ?,’itncr?er, on .the 
business ? 

A. No. 

Peremptorily challenged 

‘The examination of jurymen dosed ons .the part 
of the prisoner ; 19 peremptorily challenged, chal¬ 
lenged with .cause. 

OX T.HE PART OF THE CROWN, 

George Leonard Fisher, 

By Mr. Solicitor General. 

Q. Are you related to the prisoner? 

,4. I am a third cousin. 

Q. Do you feel prejudiced in his. favor ? 

A. 1 do. 

Cause allowed. 

Andrew M, Dougcrii with cause. 

Q t Have you ever conversed with the prisoner on 
the subject of this trial, and when ? 

A. i have twice; have visited him in gaol, and am 
prejudiced in his favor. 

Cause allowed. 

John liawbojse, with cause. 

Cause allowed propter a ffectum, being married to 
prisoner’s sister. 

iViiiicm Isaac Palmer^ with cause. 

■Q. Have you expressed any opinion on this case ? 

A. 1 have spoken feelingly on it; I am not preju¬ 
diced. 
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_<Vi.>i;U-:u o m tlic patmel, making eleven on the pan¬ 
ned. 

John M i Dano'iigh) -with cause. 

Without being questioned) said he thought the 
case would be hurtful to the Wcst-India Islands : it 
would snake the negroes saucy. 

Mr. Solicitor General was astonished at such a de¬ 
claration, and left it to the Court. 

Mr. Tyson admitted that it might produce incon¬ 
venience, hut it ought to be investigated: the condem¬ 
nation or acquittal would not have the effect, it would 
only be the trial itself. 

The Court—Not competent—cause allowed, de tali - 
bus. 

John Brubcy, admitted on, the pannel, being the 
twelfth. 

The witnesses for the Crown were then called. 

The counsel employed were, 

For tin £ Crown,. 

The Solicitor General, the Hon. Paul Horsford, 
Esq. of An%ua. 

Henry Maurice Lisle, Esq. King's Counsel, Tortola. 

For the Prisoner, 

The Hon. George Tyson, Esq, Speaker of -the 
House of Assembly, St. Christophers. 

Samuel Long, Esq. of said Island. 

'William Mur grave, Esq. Tortola. 



61 


Wi'"..owes called for the Crown. 

Dr.'Vest, Mr. Slcpr '. APK>o;;r;h. 

•Dr,. WilUam West, .•' Perreen Georges, (a free wo- 
Mr. William Hamilton, r.mr, colour.) 

Wiiliam-Wallace, Mrs. Princes Pan a Robert- 

•MissJ«.meT odmatv ... --son, .-v- '• ■'•■ ■ ' 

VElizabeth Austin, Mr. Absalom Austin, 

Mr. Robert; Grc.cn,' ■ John Skelton, jun. 

Donovan, 'CJnu.Jopher'Roclosson, 
John Rawbon:-,, ; . Mrs. Margaret Roeiossbn, 

George Dyer, - ' ■ ('.»s wife.) " 

The Hon, George. D.--The Horn- AmH'fcW Andcr- 
Dix, Esq., .son, Esq.. - ■ 

Namfod Handgun, (a free black man.) 

The witnesses for the prisoner were not called 
•over. ' •.. " ' ■ 

,On'.argument respecting the separating- witness¬ 
es, the prisoner's counsel did not think it necessary 
that any other witnesses should be keptapart, cccept. 
Pcrreen Georges, and Mr. M'Kcough, . who- were c-r- 
. der-cu io remain apart, out of : heailrg of the Court, 
The Indictment was then read, by the Clerk of.the 
Crown, (see page 41) when Mr. Lisle rose and ad¬ 
dressed the Court and jury in the following words 
‘pn'beheif. of the Crown. -■ " ■ 

g- ' ■ , 



May it please your Honors, 

, ' • ' '..Gentlemen, of-' the Jury. 

You are KoW'impannelled upon no common ci 5 ordi¬ 
nary occasion. You come.iiGt.hQre to day to decide the 
trifling rights of property, but to be the arbiters of the 
fate of an unfortunate. individual, clnwged with offen¬ 
ces, and arraigned agreeably to the laws of his conn- 
•try,'?.on. trial for crimes, at the nientiofi of ivluchhu- 
idahity 'shudders. ;; In ypur hands, GenUethen, are the 
“issues of; life and dbath/* , and consequently you 
-must realize that you have not Only an mrpbrtant, but 
a melancholy, lawfultaskto perforin. Painful to my¬ 
self indeed r is; the duty- imposed; upon me, and feel¬ 
ing-at to he so, I cannot but be sensible that-ycura 
is equally grievous; nevertheless, Gentlemen, w® 
cannot shvarilt tfrom th£ unpleasant office, for by the 
Idws of God, by the laws of our common" country, 
^nd by the iaered oaths aye have; severally taken, we 
are boundr conscientiously to. discharge those duties 
now-fmppsed upon us, As Tnenpos^essing-erilighten- 
fed minds, and upright consciences, as men holding 
'yourselves liable to future nqcdutttability, and as linen, 
believing in, and fearing to offend a righteous God, 
I ’now call iipbu you to Render by the verdict yo\i 
'%all'gife, that'jusUce which 'may be meet either 
'fOr Or rgair-st the prisoner. 

- To day ho cotnihon culprit stands before you, nor 
is he a stranger to cither of you—^you have long 




Mnown him, end you ar« therefore.the most proper 
persons to ascertdn whether he be guilty or innocent, 
for to that InVaiualjle prlyiiegei the right of trial Sjr 
jury, which among-stiany others, every.British sub* 
•ject enjoys, is annexed the right of a jury collected 
from the Immediatevicinage. From the immediate 
yietnegie,^ you,-Gentlemen, are npw ithpanneiled, and 
having long, known the prisoner at the bar* khorving 
also tho,wMesses t^ho will t produced id wij^ort of 
this prosecution, and, those (ifany^which the prisbr- 
e? may introduce i%luB defence ; if .any liody bf^men 
can be edmpetent. to. a decision, you Gentlemen; cer¬ 
tainly are. If howerer, from your v knowledge what 
character, that ill-fated man for years has sustained*' 
you have ,.a£y-ofyoii imbibed prejudice^;>against him, 
let nreiio# explicitly ch^e you to banish them from 
your bosoms, for although charged with,;, usd indicted 
fotf the most heinous crimes, the law plumes Mm 
, to.be innocent,and you are to bonsidei; 'hiip&^.Jhntti, 
beyond every reasonable doubt, he is proved to be 
guilty, and proved to be so, (ab unhappily, for him I 
fear will be the case) by the most clear and unquos- 
. tioimble testimony. ' . 

When w£ reflect, Gentlemen of the jurj-, for, a 
, moipent th!ft riie s unfortunate prisoner at the m;?s 
born to, ar ‘ : l inherit a clear and ^mple estate, 
that he wr d in the cradle of- ease, and nursed 

on the lap . ducnce j that he received not only a 



liberal; but ft'diabed, education | that iridcpfindenccj 
with all bet: train, bearing concomitant blessings, at¬ 
tended hihi, that jus prospects were ©hce fair as could 
have been coveted; . That the goddess, Fortune, was 
his handmaid; that honors awaited him, and his 
Sovereign eallcd him iij eOJ’ly life to his council—we 
cannot but now look with wonder at, his degradation, 
and pity the deplorable state to which' hi* barbarous 
crirhinality has reduced him. Can we, behold him sit¬ 
uated as he how is, plunged by guilt from the pinnacle 
of felicity on which lie, rested, into the deepest abyss 
of human misery, and. not lament the fatal depravity 
of man, which entices him to evil, and when infuria¬ 
ted by his ur.governed' passions, subjects him to the . 
worst of errors,-: hurling him into a vortex, alas 1 for 
ever destructive. We should never, -Gentlemen, 
permit our passions to become our masters, for they 
are insurgent incentives to vice ; if we do we shall 
find them like whirlwinds, sweeping every thing 
away loosely before them, and leaving us when their 
fury subsides, only to sigh and wonder at the awful 
desolation they have made. 

The exhibition of human depravity, of savage cru¬ 
elty, and unrelenting barbarity which will this day 
be presented before us, should ever b/ an indelible 
warning to each and ■every of us. / May we. never 

prove unmindful of it, but endeavour, like the Bee, 

to extract profitable stores from noxious sources. 
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In the present Case, gentlemen, the prijipner. at 
the bar, stands charged with the hqyrid crime of ibd^xt 
der, always horrid in ilseifjjbufc how much more 
grated and shocking when committed upon a poor 
defenceless feildwxreatqriq, >yhd has 
of resistance to effect self-pi’esjervation, hut; it dchas> 
red even the possibility of escape by flight frona feia 
barbarous mhrderer. Here, he who ought, tp have 
been the kind protector, th&.hmnaijeyinaster, and the 
merciful owner* exhibits neither of those three. char¬ 
acters, but will be proved to you, 'to have been the 
“cruel oppressor,the ^avag^-p^p^^i^WdtW/veibii^ 
less m&nslaycr. > - 

Mr^der, Gentlemen, as Tbeiwre' observed is 
afienfe which seldom occwp^ among us, and^'&hfe&r 
like-tliat which is tho subject of your present enquiry, 
surely never before to blast the character of hnthin 
nature, occurredIn any civilised community f it bshi- 
ishes even sympathy i frbin : our breasts, Wd a*' >t 
readers us deaf to the so& impulses of: pify-i 
Yet should thq voice of pity, addressed to thenar 
of philanthropy, attack our sensibility; it becqnies 
-us on this occasion not to listen'to her decep¬ 
tive insidious appeal, but, to "be ^governed only .by 
4he solemn dictates of justice, regulated'; by • law; 
our senses we must not permit to be stolen from us 
by sophistry, nor are.we to suffer our necessary firm¬ 
ness in the discharge of duty to be subdued by the 
S 2 
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most eloquent address 'to the passions. With pity, 
a /wjf has nothing to doi: and mercy is not their at- 
tribute, but (hit of an higher delegation.-~By your 
oaths* Gentlemen* you are expected to be just, not 
merciful; and if you possess consciences pure as I 
eoriceive them td be, whilst you lend me your attention, 
•youf - - rnipdjB^ will be^bperi to conviction, ready to dis- 
.charge your important, your sacred duties, to your- 
selvc3,yourcountryandyaur God. 

It mayl be observed, Gentlemen^ that k is three or 
four years since the crinw charged in the indictment 
is pledged to have been committed j it is of no epma- 
quence when it was perpetrated, nor through whose 
instrumentality, the offender has been apprehended 
and brought to justice j for many years have culprits 
screened their villainy, and until betrayed by accom* 

: P lice a, or rendered self-instruments of conviction, they 
have escaped detection, but met their deserts at 
last. ; Murder, of all. crimes, seldom, if ever, escapes 
the dreadful punishment which awaits it, for “ blood 
for blood” is the retribution; claimed by heaven 
itself ■ 

There is no statute of .limitation, Gentknen of the 
jury, which if pleaded in bar to an indictment for Ho¬ 
micide can avail any thing; never was such, a plea 
admitted for a moment, even in idea; and therefore I 
U ust we shall hear no remarks as to the time which 
has elapsed between, the period of the. murder of 



Prosper by the prisoner, iir.d his present arraignment 
ibr trM on. that occasion* ^ A -i 

The ways of providence, Gcntlcipefy; afcedark^d 
intricate, and as holy writ: assures n?j “pa^f ^wding 
out }” inscrutable by short sighted rnortala are the 
decrees of Grnniscibhce. The mirror of futurity and 
the volume of destiny are. wisely withholden from 
our inspection—we are not permitted to , read the 
Hook of fate, but must be content in, the knowledge 
that the same first cause who created us, mid endued 
us with reason, made,us free agentej accountable to 
him Whenever he shall suii^mon us to render, to him 
an account of our stewardship on eart& Tor, 

' that there is a God, all nature cries aloud tin o* 
all her works.’'r-^Yes, Ge^tlenaen, p .God whose eye 
penetrates the pavillior* 6jF darkness, and inspects the 
most secret recesses pf the heart of »nan~rwhose 
ear hears .the weakest whisper, and whose hand re¬ 
cords the foul deeds of the murderer whose sacred 
law proclaimed on Sinai’s, mount, declares “Thou 
shaft do no murder,” and whose holy edict adds, “ He 
who sheddeth man’s, blood, by man shall his. blood- 
hb shed !■* 

With this promulgated sentence of the Almighty 
ever in lus ears—with an ever conscious sense of his 
own guilt, and an accusing spirit, for ever torment* 
h)g him—how dreadful! How filled with hor¬ 
rors are the hours of a murderer ! Life is loathsome- 
to. him, yet he dreads to die-; his days are days.of.' 




ag<i»y» snd hia nights, nights only of horror and af¬ 
fright; ltia conch is.-tf conch cl restlessness, for his 
pillow k idled with thorns} he starts from it at 
times f ]ika Richard, fainting with terror, and de¬ 
rives momentary consolation, merely from the false 
conception, that «it Was but a dream’ f which distur¬ 
bed /'him.—-Like; Macbeth,’. his. Vision is haunted by 
the air-fom’d dagger whilst tlie dagger of con- 
■science stabs deep In his breaf t, inflicting mental ag¬ 
ony. Like Macbeth too, he may exclaim, ;« Alas ? 
l.havemurderVi sleep !**• and turn in utter despair to 
pray fbdmercy, which he knows not how to suppli¬ 
cate. The spectre of the murdered being tftits bc- 
'ffere hbn-*-betwixl heaven and him, congealing him 
with fearii, and palsying the arm which would other¬ 
wise grasp the Stiletto at the head of his bed,* were 
hot the former rendered nerveless, and the latter in¬ 
noxious to the gliding phantom. 

1 find I .am trespassing too much upon your time, • 
without having explained to you, either the crimi¬ 
nality wherewith the prisoner is charged, or the law 
applicable.teethe present enquiry. You must how¬ 
ever excuse me, for on this occasion my .feeiinps are 
acute, and my emotions are unutterable.“—Could the. 
sensations of my son? be depicted in my countenance,, 

to sht custom the prisoner had nf keepings 
& dagger the head cj his Med*.. 



or expressed by my tongue, they should convince you 
how deeply t fed impresssd, that I now address you 
by the direction of a providence, holy and divine, 
in the cause of humanity, supported by justice and 
virtue, ©ndeavoting to bring to condign punishment, 
a wretch, guilty of the blackest crimes. 

Without further digression, I will now proceed in 
the discharge of my official duty, and define to you 
the several hinds and degrees of homicide, as consi¬ 
dered in the law—then cite the law authorities, perti¬ 
nent to the present trial*-produce and examine the 
witnesses on behalf of the Crown—apply the testi¬ 
mony end law to the offence, and conclude with a few 
observations which l trust will be applicable to th© 
case. ' ■ ■' ; 

In order, however, that you may be enabled to per¬ 
ceive the testimony of those authorities which i am 
prepared to quote, it may not be unnecessary: that l 
should previously state to you what are the facts which, 
I feel warranted to assert, will be testified to you. You 
will hear, Gentlemen, from unimpeachable witnesses, 
that Pjosper died by lick$ f confinement and starvation, 
by order, and in the presence of, the prisoner at the 
bar £ and that thia cruel punishment was inflicted for a 
? ..stigu, which dropped off a tree, worth at most, one 
shilling, but which, he said Prosper should pay the 
exorbitant price of sisv shillings for, or be dogged. 
Unable to comply with the whole of this unjust de- 



mau$' hs'wasnct only Bogged, but was beaten a second- 
time the da ty following, with such unheard of severity, 
and enmity that death ensued in less than a fortnight. 

You may well, 'Gentlemen,.' appear .amazed when' 
r say - such- wili be the testimony, for *tis a tale of 
horrors at which every humane ear must be astonish*' 
td, .buMhe sad* recital is nevertheless true." 

Homicide, Gentlemen, is the killing of any human, 
'creature. 'And, 

When the killing is through malice or general de» 
prUyity, it ifrinurder. 

Wheiv without malice, it is manslaughter. 

When through misfortune, or in self-defence, it is 
And,. ; v 

When in advancement of public justice, inobedi- 
enee tb tBe ; laws, it is Jusiyihirlei \ 

And in order that you may be enabled to snake dis¬ 
criminations, I beg "leave to call your attention to 
Biack»tenc*s Commentaries, 4th'vol.. page to 104. 
S’ Bacon 116 to 125, and I st Hale 431 

From the lengthy quotations which I have just 
made,"you must be fully aware, Gentlemen ot the 
jury, of the distinctions which the law makes of the 
several kinds of'homicide, and doubtless you have 
noted, that in order to. constitute the, crime of u\urd^ 
malice must be proved to. exWt at the time of the 
perpetration of the horrid act j but, Gentlemen, in. a 
legal sense the word malice fo not to be interpreted or 
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understood in the rnafjncrit is in common parlansft 
®r conception; itis not to be conceived a settled ran¬ 
cour. of mind which has been concealed is* the breast 
■of him who kills,, and upon opportunity presenting 
is fatally ezercised—-No, Gentlemen, that is not the 
construction which you sure' hound •.!$• 
put upon, the word ^ malice” and tfyrt mydie? 001 VWJ 
■oat bo a rule for your decision. '.(. will sow rcjul'ip 
you paitof a case in which you will Sad 

signification of malice f’dly expressed.- (Horjs 
Mr,. :Lis!e quoted. Sir John ICelyng's Bepom, “-Re/ 
,gina m-Maugridge/' pages 126, 127 and l3«.. . , 

“ Some have been led into mistake by net 
considering what the passion of malice is, j they havp 
construed it to be a rancour of mind, lodged'Jn the 
person killing, ,for spare, consider able time bqjbwr the 
.commission of the fact j f hschis a mistake, arising 
„ from the. not well distinguishing between hatred and 
malice. Envy, htf red and malice are three distinct 
passions.of this mind.—- , 

« i«f .Eavy, prpperly i§ a repining or being grieved, 
.&t.the lumpinccH and prosperity of another* t jmrftot 

alf£fiu$ vchtr rwcrcsciC ofiinm* 

« ?j.:. iUtvr il '-vhich is odjM«j,.is^as Tully saith, i'm 
inveterm, a rancrur fixed and settled m the mind# 
one towards another, which admits# sav oral degrees. 
It may arrivo.tp so.high a degree,'and may carry a 




man 30 far as to wish th<3 hurt of him, though hot to 

< 5 3rd. Malice is a design formed of'oing mischief 
to another, cum quia data opera male agit, he that de- 


signs and itseth the means to do IH is malicious, ., 
Inst* 45. OflUm faigniSes hatred ; Jth, malice, he- | 
cause it is eager, sharp and cruel-, he that doth a cruet • 
act voluntarily, doth it of malie-?prcpensed, 3 Inst. 65, 
By the statute of 5 Men., 4 , if thy one out of mali;e ’ 
prepensed, shall cut out the tongue, or put out the 
eyes of another, he shall incur the pain of felony ; if 
one doih such a mischief on a sudden, that is msuicc 
prepensed; for>‘saith my Lord Coke, if it be voiuma- 
rily, the law will imply raalice. 

w Therefore when a man shall, without any provo¬ 
cation, stab another with a dagger, or knock out his 
brains with a bottle, this is express malice, for he 
designedly end purposely did him the mischief. This" 
as ouch an act that is malicious in the nature of the act 
itself, if found by a jury, though it be sudden, and the 
words ex fwJitia ftr#ccgifai4> are not in the verdict, 1 
Cro. diaries 131. Hallo way’s case, who was woodward 
of Austerly Park; a boy came there to cut wood, 
whom by chance he espying, and the boy being upon 
a tree, h© immediately calls to him to descend, which 
the boy obeying, Halioway lied him to an Horse’s tail 
with a cord diai the boy had, then gave him two blows, 
the Hors.o runaway and brake the boy’s shoulder,' 



thereof.;.:^! ;i r.t»-yai^’:--,eas‘j. 

c)':;it V‘-ir;, ToV tlsfritfjVft's sorUfl-Isiftn 4>i fcrflfro&tiejwtt 
■p,;.! v : :T;Vi •'•!»•; aru-aUnt? snr. woo-.! j*v «ta S"vk : ~g1 
ind iha «ro : c niVtc car,not bt fg&m* 
.:. !>’ fJeiigr;«s%i tth\V. rnr.-iW ,’.5> ( Vat?(ja^ 
w -- >’• ■ • ••'•- •'i'V, ujaiI <>.v !."• ’O ■ y ii> »h^ 

••i-.-’•> "-VilJ.* surprise V■ y ."-Vftt ix±eSti%$p& 

.••••• ’••■ing hi-?* to.*ln> horac' 

-v«t-.i vi tfrueJ'y, $£.'-■<: hsre&f p&vityg 

-«.1 tnt.ti, it r-.t-' adjuil^rd <0 ’j3-pi'c.p’tmueflj, 
"■'* ! v'-* Rii-uen, anti k 'M p^Acii. -Xhis 

^ ■ v vj ' ■■--4v-’ blJ/ite&■ -198.'Fit!. ;viiu- tiuT? 
iv > r iijfi. wowt-c*£H- determine it malice 
‘i^co ttie v.^W^ittev found. Cr»*{frtott 
* - i, v?o play .•»};, at '1 aide* 3Tai$-Vtu in their -game: 

w ! c iJ I-' fj!V » flitf'.donVifia thn other wiils i &fy\wv i thi-., 
v '’* k M** to,L*« »iu*ic;r by Bromley kt Cheater- Assise*, 
* 7 'Itf 4 n‘ '^casej if thWbbtfJe klUed Mr. 
Cops ^V®>'f« upon IV%1* 


r.ar ,yi hubK''' < ' : ;.k :■ - 

T«ic 'ioati n o ■ yespetftiflg. will aiso quote 
•hsUi. a very , highly .■■creeled I'Vjrlrrri ayihf>rity \ 



' ; U - 

Xtd you will bo given, T «m certain you will feejt, 
satifefiedtthjkt ^tnaHeedid not •tor,^ttstc > 'tne crime‘of 

'-itdBf { 

>jn .ihjr hflkit£e ? , 

he^oibi^^mtnrtt'ed j and tha^those who havi^ hith¬ 
erto ^«xecut^d rV* ihitirder, * 

rauft ifiegBliy. sacrificed ‘ at- ih^ihrine <$ 

juiiioe. ■'■' '•' -.-^4 vJ "■• y- ,'-;.V ■ - 

. , Yt« will fewe tjg> 1 dbubv ''iriufc' 

yonf yoa'sof^Tdt . 

yS|dy very*nattivea revolt. What bu& mftH^inchice^ 
that monster ip ci j&ity ty, r.ooUy, lay d'ow^ his itiiso- >. 
arableyslav^,. ^od <^rt^hip^Lm . 

could iitsti^te hlr^' 

c^ature wae lacerated. t&% f 4e#fe 

^pon him, to order bipa op to the house, on . the. hill, 

and there again, filer having Iashed him to - a Uftih 
a second time-! tomcat, cut- wound and .upmept't&e. 
yjcdmof his cruelty, updl nature was sBj|JiRhsted, nn4 
his head fell ifewh backwards,-: 

able to bawl / What but malice induced iHUaifto <&»*-■ .-. 
fine, chain, famish and persecute ever* un c* death the 
friendless African ? Turn humanity, turn from the 
melancboiy^dreadful srectacle, ibr us one thou canst 
not bear t© contemplate ;. turn i’tofn that fatal spot. 



that ftl&dei^ ■ 




: T—i -»r«ir ■ ■ 

?T 5:£- 


p ^B n a| p TO| eg w gwr y igB^^ v 

■ 

Jtt maSe t® ." ■ - . 


re of, 


‘^^Jfe^fej^L^^^pACpoiSVfuSe^aiid that » 

1 be *&fr e thou<«ta t ‘ 

» j#;--‘is®i JaaBBts#'?^.'?S*S.• ,“>I»eq«en 


,- ^ ^J* 08 * Woi ^ d «» for tttheTwrthuU 
SW i l j B^f 8111 wouUf'abt have died ., -.. 

»jj>'2 oft-&po'mi . ;.; 

26 and ! Hale "■' ; '’ 

- 




in full view of 



^ ■ ?6 '' ' 

• h> addition to ike doctrine «stuMishfi dim this head 1 
by this ftuiit * QdhtJ&inen»' r^sp£rk ; ta^cvp, 

that in ihfc'Bisrt piaceVlibW6^ib^i0^bi^^,-Prp«^ 

. per might haWbe £tf In cutijfg "bifc^ouiid^'ihe pun^ 

" ishmerif he had re«iv^^aa^o.seve'Te#i th«?'timers* 
not given to>fte&l them, for hes died -vs Jthtr? ahSut tens 
days,jhe reception iSf^dR basharou^^hungs, 

miserable being, heaven until he 
/;-until he cpiifd hot ‘stand? then chaih^^||^m9t^djv 
his Wounds diiiy^irnoiikying, and ntl^i^^corri^ied. 
that the creepers or worms'ware visibly cj^Wjjb^ferhj* 
Sifslij. could in any wise aid or assist jumi^F? l ^here 
‘ -was the physician.h,e could apply to for saives ahd phys- 
sc? 'Where'WB're the means of proem ing andpayingfor 
medicines ? Alas i not within the reach of Prosper! 
>iov», Gentlemen, let us contrast the argument; was: it 
»ot the duty of the prisoner who had inSicted thoie 
■wounds? to heal them ? Wasit not hi? duty los«ad for 
a physiciamor procure medicines, &c. for'the.- miseijt* 
hk dying Prosper? But did he so ? "No, Gc«j3a- 
men? you will find he did not; hie malice, hte'diubol- 
Seal apMt waa net 'yet sated; hi* dahfmed dieeiU ojt’ 
■ v.i /, ;P< woeful tragedy, his scenes of mustier we re 
yrj V u ]ivr acted, the catastrophe'was 10 be coos- 
5 :'r.-tf ;. and the death of Prosper ensued to finish it.— 
p* *■>..! ■■-r died—Prosper was murdered—murdered by 
the man? to promote whose interests, the strength of 
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bis 

"ipi 

by. 


as exhausted , to lill whose Celt,!*, his la- 


hi<n,3^hwl him, encouraged him and kindly support-,5 
ed^^^i^ras’Prosper murdered; and natwilhst&odmg r- 
thfi^ex^oushess. of the offence, the magnitude' of the ' 
gulhjwhVn the prisoner was broughtup a tew days 
slp^e* uh^e^ wyt of Habeas Corpus* was nit only 
/"F .a^pted* an offence baildbltfat latf, bat it iri& ab- 
■ s'ojuteiy j^swted^hlush humanity—blush justice, to 
bearlt^^vtt^ljbordly' ..asserted, that a negro, be- 
ing'property, <l ii maa no greater offence in law for 
, r his vomer to kill htm r thanit would be to kill his dog. ty 

My God! Are we patiently to hear such a decla- 
s rdti^ji ?.'Tp this or any other community silently to 
v permit itto be made, and not express its indignation? 

- Forbid : it heaven—forbid it God' Almighty: for if 
we one instant even tacitly acquiesced we could'ex¬ 
pect nothing short of the vengeance of heaven to 
: overtake us, and the judgments of an offended Deity, 
wtyh,plague, pestilence and famine to be our merited : 
punishments.- 

, That a parent has a right to correct Ms child ; a 
.school-master his scholar, and a master his servant, 
is not. Gentlemen of die ju'y, tc be questioned ; they 
each, and every on<_ '•''them, undoubtedly may do so ; 
but the law has very t decreeu/Jou. :.he c rreclion 
shall be mJUctcd v;U\ u: r kr-iiiQi'- } cud y>‘ub j.n instru- 
0 i: 
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fcient, not in any wise unsuitable to the purpose, . For 
shouMspiaeter presume to correct his sej^$t£, for 
M»ta»oe with * cudgel, and by a blow kill him, It 
would rfco*i clearly b© murder ; it vws decided to bo 
mimkr in Grey** ocse, whei e the master struck his 
nppJ entice with, a bar of iron, of which blow the ap- 
prendee dted; for if a father, master, cr schcol-iaas* 
ter will v orrets. h>3 child, Servant or scholar, be mpst 
do it with such things as are Jit for correction,, and 
not with such instruments as m3 yeven probably kill 
them, Ketyng, 64 ami 65 . ^ *; . s 

'#he law also hath del*rrained that if a parenbroasler 
or school-master correct with an rustru.moat, not unsui¬ 
table or improper, but do ir.fjict with.such instrument 
immoderate correction, evidently, to that degree whereof, 
the child) servant or acholnr dicth^ that this is also. 
murder j for instance* an horse-whip is a usual instru¬ 
ment wherewith a master might be supposed reason¬ 
ably to correct his servant, but if the master should 
for a great length, of tim«e C?ay at least one hour) se*. 
verely chastise hi& servant with a horsewhip, inflicting 
many cut^ {tfjd - v?ouik\s, whereof the servant should 
die, this being evidently immoderate correction in its 
measure, would imply malice in the 1 master, and con-?, 
atitute ■oiiei-'-e mujdo- 

U- a*,* inoasyft: cor:t .;!■■ I ouotc. 1st,- 

5: . u, i.i - •<■ • die by reason of duress Shd, 








f in **' ■ 
’•4 * Rr^.w.'Hnggins, jb^t^matlir 

o;j iiiorocdUaied ucgligtRM, M Sj>rsl 1 uj»ag (i «.uiKtie 
death of hi 1 * appwunce, kiafnurder. &&T& case, Vsi 
i.t>ach ? fell. 163. - ; ■ . ■ : : 

T*he cruel correction, Gectte;e£r,, the in&Vfr&i pun- 
Lclphess slave, 


is h mentirt flic j&d iiy tic prisfln«£,qn. hi 



on those already I'cceivcd,. tintil. his victinj lost even t 
“tj(e poswf of. speech; '. 

I ivi!l not, dehtlenteirj, Insult? either your uhder*- 
Motiving# or feelings by even aching you whether^thi*- 
' can be palled' moderate correction ; for I can.call it 
nothing less,.myself, than, diabolical cruelty, imposed 
1 by a satRiiical^. maat^ It-may perhaps be. said, that 
as no blow was given, and no wound inflicted by Mr. 
If odge himself,' but by his driver t *2y» that the pris¬ 
oner cannot be convicted. It matters not, Gentlemen,. 
whether the prisoner gave a-blow. nr iaflictcd- a wound 
or not, he was present, not only :udiug and v-beiang, 

? ' commanding, and of>c©um> ; compelling his slave 
’ver) <o indict those wound's, m c:-;sse(|Uti.t •■' of 
v. fich, the wretched* mangled Ji..d, load 

he no; cormr -hod Ms driver thus to use. the de- 
testable car;-- ip : . i.wlll .veiuuu; -o sy, i.hat what the. 
Vf:;o::;r Jie, .tew or leif, vr.:. u.-, n.fiiii, tvcaid 



■ s«h$aJy i^ect^be s^ie. breast c^tpjlii-.. 

vst» vi'pialti pot Ii^ve- ritib^f] his arrti'i^fiuri^t 


hbvrnisv^^^ cow^pdniiviii xnbondage r but Ms mB.sicr 
>ai•pr«iM : 1l£U ^ J»ftiRe«•, U) v&osg sw«ge' ear jive “dars'd, 


riof'saaks Rn^-ap^sjjJ, to wijcut J*n ttet'cd;'uoi'oKer-any- 

juercjr^Sftt 1 . by whom all his humane ln- 
^o'e^IdMlio hehai r^f Pi-osjjJCi’i' w’outy fiwvc/instwdly 
>*«sn uiipai 4 >r| 5 ibte offence? : 

of Plumper woutciy in 9uch"ctwr*£a»rjcf also 
keen-tbq^te>( the tjjivviy top somabVher YS'.nrtam 
’'sve would have had the duty, of flogging him 
to-dtpAb, ioicxtcwe.: . * - „ . 


These. f) Ci^ntlch3en* are observations only, the troth 
oF which are'deeuciblcf from the reputation of fit e 
prisoner ; but 1 cannot content myself with observa¬ 
tions merely*. w^d. therefore, in asserting that all per¬ 
sons who are present aiding and asskiing, are equally 
p)incipals withlim who gave the strekf, whereof the 
natty died ; among many authorities which I have 
at hand and'ecuid produce, I will erdy take up a mo?- 


mem of your time in adverting' to —liak *37-3,' 
PlQ’wdi Com- 98, at #e<j. 9 Co." Refi. (J..3. Macktify’s 



stiuddtrc 1.; tc iuiHct t&c^rcj<Utat TpiJ'jnds wjn'wh ©cc»- 

aliunp 

'f$rfi<nri'.” % ,>- 

^ - '-GsB^nifn. if adjtperM^^fewjiJ;tempyL- 
~ i&fw, cr lntKnld»tfTlif^ in any 

wlsio'ipslignte one ttau-oa UI1 a^otherV ihs person,so 
ssidufiogl'tempUn^ of inibttk&ilng^'person toper- 

, ; ;W- 

-Tftlg : TOUt^r. 

A<t!Wth-»vra7 

tlfiTpadtaqii V,)If IHHili: t!ft»;*Woifd u« 'AtommaB* 
f'3ed .Isitn, tbitli^ jSurder in A s thpugh absent, ao<l he 
■ ItJS principai.'* ’liSfe&AW^hwae fol* 53, 

ffiilrtd ?£'"JCe/yiiig. -itt 

‘.Sait 353. ,,,,’ , -' * ,1..-;':' /.! ^ r 'v< 

,4 , The rart'-wli(p,’tije everto b<? dgtggtad>^>rt’whip. by. 
-the lashes of vr|UcTi jPrnspgif iliad, vrSs, Gentlemen of 
, thi jury, in Uwr hand*' 'of ih& driver, th**voumi» 

were indicted byprisoner* whf» was at- 
.• present; isiftTn^ ’‘ttieii V^nitirderer * Is he n« 
■■* v a deliberate TOuipi^^T 5^\$' nxifrilcr^s j killing bis de¬ 
fenceless stave,%?!b &>uf# hot exert ise^etCB if at lilies - 
•v., ■ ■■•. i /■ S <.tf ■■;■!»’’ -'rrfesietr-, u-nn cr,.-;.! rv.ihrr i ■-- 

sii>t t,‘ u‘ fi f - I.>'jt sax-'ijjr: ir.onsler, his ORTb-Uj'::'. 

unfeeling, unrelenting ou^.er—I once ,ivre emphati- 
■•• *ally ask, is this not- wurarr * 



Coci u>.'Lk: .« jury should .be found in any, country 
■who by a verd*e.fjri&yfdjpyltWa* not. ... ' 

i*men is guilty ojF.- no 
greater ofirrnse in -'-killing 1 hi>.negro, than ho would jpw.' 


in k/riing his dpg j ? *.Not'6hVof you who ?»ear,d J$ms. 
declaration, but /bit imligtsuftt at the assertion. ^\en 
exploded disgrace to Britrh Jibcr|y } the.ap 
>Jeqr »:*ie A' ViUcuisg^^^ui;^ ^Tcst-iiJ^ieij^v-e-., ' 
rj^aerami-more nearjy .allied- than.f^ fc .©t|j i er J ](^Rrfi r 
uon or’/MuVifce I ran cpinpai^ h to v. evy ^ ^nage,,?.. 
•which gore to ilic Loid of msajarg, 
villeins, so that they could not Jeaye ^iryenuee,, 


wiilisuL pci'inissiorj, but .if they ran a\v;»y, o-; were 
purloined* might be claimed and recovered by action^ 
tHfeft|2s or ether chattel; - Eyjjm vilicinagp . 
gave thb Lin d, not only a property "i# ih^ viO^ii), hot 'i 
in every. thing hz could acquit is^ ang a .permit con*’ ; 
? rt>ui over his person, ns} > which >:vtq^^rm\iifid him 
jo boat. lAs vi.’Ieju with impurity* tjrj^^YCMhoIois- 
so rcguUHed* so rc3 tra ine<1^ by jatr, j.hut persona’.-- ■ 
fit vilJlflnft,- were protected agminjs* any atrocious i;,. 
t : -Me« of the J-ttVil ;• i&c ibc L-,i: eeeld- oeruci .«<«?«. 



■'*3 

for a day, the ]«hilairthip»ye principles of site 

^ wrre Cither di»aww«| ^di^tgpmlad j hut in 

r tfiSfoountry, this arid be- 

fore the passing pf the ihe 21st 

cladie of which declares su fedlows .-«-■«"*■(3fXI, « And 
he it; farther by the.- aeifecit'ity -'Vore-- 

said, that every: white ; :rir : " fteer' coloured potwi, 
hirged with the murder 0 ? maiming of any slave, 
vUdthep-.6uch. ila vc. beloag t*‘ ra iP*‘ •» woi, 

thaTl be tr ied find pimishcd fur suds murder or maim- 
'itigei^‘he ianus manner, without any Sort of,4isti»c- 
jion or privilege, ns if he, or she, were charged with 
this murder, or maiming of any white, or free person 
whatever; provided nevertheless, rh.-.t if he, or she, 

shaft be convicted,-^uch' conviction jihafl not extend 
to, hr orcaaion 'an; <! corruption of blood, or forfeit¬ 
ure of Iamb., or tenements, goods oy cha^eis,”)^^^ 
the common t?w s would, .being to all intents and 
proposes if» Fore#} hefe, have been quite sufficient to 
arraign, try, ionvict. and .execute any one, and .every¬ 
one accused «nd not acquitted c-f tbs ciime of nvor- 
dering, as well a slave ashfree per;, on. 

Upc-n the Common Law, of England, persons have 
in this country been indicted, not only for larcrnv, 
I'V.rglary and other o^i.r-cei-, 7 .■ m f I", r vrnj'-d,. ,-. :n d r- 
one instance, \-h v.hb'.r, the reer-d 
ol -jcvri;,, du: bci.i.-.nrablc rnendjor;'. o-'th;. v\n. ; 
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been said, but positively asserted, that it WSa abso¬ 
lutely necessary to the support of the indictment that 
the murder should be proved to have been perpetrated 
on the very da^ laid in the indictment, and that if such 
proof was not afforded, the prisoner must be acquitted. 

In order, Gentlemen, to prejudice the minds of 
those, who from the community at large, might com¬ 
pose a jury of trial on this occasion, and to Influence 
them in favor of the prisoner, it has been industrious¬ 
ly and generally circulated by one or two, his Mends 
and adherents, that this prosecution is altogether the 
result of a conspiracy. If it is, Gentlemen, it is the 
result of a conspiracy heretofore unsuspected, here¬ 
tofore unknown, and unprecedented in our little in¬ 
sulated government; permit me to ask each and all 
of you, Who have so long enjoyed the privileges and 
received the protection afforded by the laws of this 
country j permit me I say, to ask you as honest and 
virtuous men, whether either of you have ever known 
any conspiracy to take away the life of any indivi¬ 
dual? or whether you have ever apprehended, or 
whether you do now apprehend any such base, such 
horrid conspiracy to have existed,' or now to be 
in existence, against you or any other person whom¬ 
soever ? No, Gentlemen, although one individual 
among' us, may have committed the most savage cru¬ 
elties, die me3t notorious acts, and the foulest mur- 
deru—-whose character rumour ha;', long stigmatised 
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and blasted, and who na^v io arraigned at this bar, o^t 
trial for homicide—yet .-thanks be to heaven) he, alone, 
*? the only one amor g %s f who would even be'aus- 
pscted of guilt enough to take away the life of his 
idlow creature. 1 his, Gentlemen, |a the. last resort 
t* detraction, to low cunning, and mean artifice, 
which that math the prisoner at the bar, (who has oft 
/ten boasted that Ji^ had a head to plan, and an arm to 
execute,) will eve/? practice. 

Who, Gentlemen, are intended to be represented 
as conspirators ? Who are the characters thus vilified 
and slandered ? Need I tell you ? Who but your m*ft 
gistrates, who issued their warrant to apprehend 
diisman of blood? to apprehend him, charged under 
oath, with the crimes not of one, but many murders. 
Who else are included in the accusation and anathe? 
maof the prisoner, and his very few friends?,Who 
but your representatives ? The Commons House of 
Assembly of the Virgimlslanda Id The men , in 
whom ypii have placed, and still place the greatest 
confidence—the men on s?hom you have the firmest re? 
liahcc—the men io whom you, have delegated your 
most essential powers—the men whose duty it is not 
only to make laws, but to support them, and whose 
province, and pride it is, to protect the rights and 
privileges of , you, their constituents, unimpaired and 
undim jn,isjb$d... , ,,/.", 

The Honorable piembers of , His Majesty's council • 



too Jnenbcrs of tkfe.coiupi&cy^ftnd why ? traty* 
Because the counsel and assembly of the Virgin-Isl¬ 
ands, Jheannit of the accusations against the prisoner, 
and having had. before them the several, deposition® 
containing the sad recital, the horror-bearing testimo¬ 
ny of iris murders, in order to wipe away the stain of 
blood, the ignominy of guilt from our land, by bring¬ 
ing to justice this greatest of malefactors, resolved 
that a prosecution should be carried on against him, 
the expence of Which should be paid out of the pub- 
lib treaWry, and on His ^scondihg, on his fleeing 
from justice, the president him*elf became a conspi¬ 
rator); by issuing a proclaipaatien, offenng one hun¬ 
dred Johanneses for his apprehension, and forbidding 
all persons to sustain, harbour or secrete him. ' 

These gentlemen, are the conspirator ~ybur ma¬ 
gistrates, your representative^ the members of the 
council avid the president;-himsejf. I too am one of 
them, and feel extremely honoured by being ranked 
among such a respectable, such an honourable assem¬ 
bly of gentlemen, villainously called conspirators: 
and particularly so, because if this be a conspiracy, 
it proves itself to be the conspiracy of virtue against 
vice. The judges now convened, the grand jury, 
and you, gentlemen of the jury, (whom I now ad¬ 
dress,) upon the Same principle, must all have be¬ 
come conspirators ; but I should think it neither won¬ 
derful nor strange, had I heard a criminal going 




'to Tyburn deckis'ci, that the in agist.rates who .issued : 
their warrants to apprehend him, that the officer who 
Ksfficd and seen red hlm-i that the justice who commit*' 
ted him, that tho grand jury who returned bUla vsm 
against him, that the petit jury who convicted him, 
that the counsel who argued against himj that the 
judge who sentenced him, anti the executioner up* 
pointed to carry that sentence into effect, were uU con- 
aplratoro about to take tvway his life. 

He might rail, he might attempt to deceive haa 
vulgar auditors, but neither Ida rhetoric, nor logic 
would ought avail to rob the gallows of its due. 

Gentlemen, the magistrate of this, or any other 
Country, who received information of. tho commas* 
slow of an offence, and did not use every mean to 
bring the offender to justice, woukl not only be rep* 
vehensible, but justly merit the indignation of the 
public, nay the public execration for, to any the 
least, their supineness of conduct. Among the Spar¬ 
tans, he who did not reprove a person who offended 
In Ins presence, wa3 punished as a partner in 
the crime. 

Catej exhorting the magistrates to put the laws 
Into execution against offenders, told them that they 
who were able to restrain, or punish wicked doers, 
and yet neglected this power, did plainly assent, and 
contribute to their enormities. As to the silence and 
dmtmufaUon of ■magistratea* Plato hath given those 




Crimea their due censure .1 for the second enemy 
to a .state (saya he) is the man, who, though he be 
not strictly a partner in villainy, (speaking of treason,) 
yet while ho enjoys high offices in the common" 
wealth, doth not observe the crime, and If he does 
observe it, out of a timorous baseness-neglects to 
succour and deliver the country. You may have 
read the story of Schedasius* - daughter in Plutarch. 
Amator-r Qrotim ad prov. xjux. 24. 

He, that knows the thief, and cloth not, when re ¬ 
quired upon oath before a magistrate, discover him, 
is in guilt equal to him. Lcvit. v. 1. 

That the magistrates of this country, Gentlemen, 
have been indefatigable in bringing the prisoner ta 
trial, is certainly true, ana that the exertions they 
,have used,to do so, redound greatly to their credit, is 
equally true. 

The prisoner is now on trial, and you are the per¬ 
sons to pronounce him innocent or guilty—-you arc a 
jury, X may truly say of his own selection, and in 
whom not only himself, but the Crown, may safely 
place every confidence. 

If lie is innocent, he ought to rejoice that he is 
brought to trial $ for no man after the accusations 
made against him, which were Pledged against the 
prisoner, could wish, if not culpable, to live with a 
character for ever ruined, with a reputation staked 
with blood, and in the minds of all who knew him, 



with a mark set upon him, like that of Cain, to desig¬ 
nate him a murderer among' mankind. On the other 
hand, if he is guilty, and proved to be 30 , he ought by 
death to make atonement for the olfenceshe has com¬ 
mitted against the Haws of his God and country. 
He has now an opportunity in his defence, by the as¬ 
sistance of learned counsel, from other Islands, to re- 
fute the enormous charges brought against him ; to 
wipe away the ignominy, at present attached to his 
character, end to avert that awful sentence of. the 
law, which must be the fatal concomitant of a verdict, 
Guilty. 

That he may be enabled to do so, I mosf sincerely 
wish, for his own sake, and the credit of the human 
race;-but that he will not be able to do so, alas.! I feel 
too well convinced, from a knowledge of the testimony 
about to be produced, and the law (as I have read it to 
you) applicable to the case. 

Why the witnesses, whom you will soon.hear, did not 
earlier publish his guilt, you will learn from them¬ 
selves. 

Why he was not sooner arrested and brought to 
trial, you may. as well, individually, ask yourselves, 
as any other person j for you must each, as well as the 
rest of the community, have learned from rumor the 
catalogue of his crimes, but what is every body’s bus¬ 
iness, usually is performed by nobody, and not know¬ 
ing where testimony might.be procured of his guilt, 



no' individual. would risk the - chance of rendering' 
himself the victim of Mr. Hodge’s resentment and 
vengeance, by making accusations he might not be 
able to substantiate as true : for you well know, Gen¬ 
tlemen, that only on the evidence of free fiersons , can 
a free person foe convicted. Policy has decreed that 
slates shall only-be permitted to testify against their 
fellow slaves, and not against free persons, in any 
case whatsoever. Were, it otherwise, I would here in¬ 
troduce a number of sable wretches as witnesses, 
bearing the external marks of the prisoner’s cruelty ; 
whose very appearance would make 'humanity 
shudder, and whose tales of'.woes would cause 
every uevvo within you to vibrate with mental 
agony. 1 . . 

Having taken up yoi ’ time for upwards of three 
hours in the opening m this important cause, quot¬ 
ing lengthy authorities, and making such observa¬ 
tions, as I deemed not inapplicable to the subject— 
I "shall, Gentlemen of the jury, hasten to a con¬ 
clusion; as after hearing the prisoner’s defence, 
this case will be closed on behalf of the Crown, 
by my very learned and able colleague the Solicitor 
General. 

By whom accused, or from what motives Mr. 
Hodge has been arrested, are, Gentlemen, questions 
immaterial to you. In order to investigate the charge 
against him, it is quite sufficient that he has in the 



92 


due course of law been indicted; has pleaded) and is 
now on trial. 

You have been sworn, Gentlemen : and'under the 
sacred obligations of- the oath you have severally ta¬ 
ken, you are to-try the issue, the awful issue : to him 
the all important issue of life or death. Like 'Lachc- 
sis, you hold the thread of existence—su'd fate herself 
delegates to you her powo.s v , Your word as a jury, 
so far as is relevant to the present trial, either restores 
a man to society, and purifies him from guilt, or covers 
him and his memory with indelible disgrace and infa¬ 
my, by consigning him to an ignominious end, as the 
only retribution offended justice can receive for violated 
laws—for murder /—for the worst of murders—•the 
murder of an helpless slave, who dared not, could not 
even assert or maintain the natural right of self de¬ 
fence, nor flee from the lash of the death-inflicting cart- 
whip ; the sound of which, even here, in this sacred 
temple of justice, in fancy, reaches my ears. 

Suffer not, however, the glow of my feelings, nor 
the warmth which they give to my expressions, in 
any wise to mislead your judgments; hear the tes¬ 
timony with pat' and acquit, the prisoner if you, 
can.' 

Gentlemen, your duty, though awfully important, 
and truly painful, is nevertheless plain. You are to 
be governed by the testimony, and guided by the law 
in forming your verdict. 



You arc nut to. hr, •/influenced by a mistaken, false 
conception of feelings, r.ov seduced from your duty 
by insidious appeals to your compassion. 

The laws of your country, the laws o? your God, 
are alledged to have been violated to the utmost ex¬ 
tent, and you are to decide whether they have been 
so violated or not; with mercy you have nothing to 
do in forming* your verdict, for as I before observed 
to you, it is the attribute of a higher authority. Re¬ 
member your oaths, your duly to your country, your 
King, and your God, and be governed by this highly 
important truth, that for the verdict you shall this 
day give, you are not only accountable on earth, but 
will hereafter be held responsible, when (as ere long 
must be the case) you shall severally appear before 
the judgment seat .of Jehovah, there to answer for 
the il 4ceth done in t’tc doty” 



j”X' It--'. GFOUGES, 

A free worn... of evtviu, r„ urn upon the i% vvhx' 
tfirc” ■ 

Examined by Mr. Musgmvc. 

Question. .Have you bad any promise of reward 
from the persons, who wont oat lo take your depo¬ 
sition ? 

*&iawci\ I had not. -X was taken by the Magistrates 
and only sworn to tell the truth. 

Q . Were you ever persuaded to give testimony tii 
this business ? 

A. Never. 1 have never been persuaded to came 
forward, nor has any body ever held out any tempta¬ 
tion, or inducement to-me. 

Ivlr. 2Jslc~—l£ it is the intention of the prisoner’s 
counsel to accuse the unngblratcs'ol tampering \n'di 
the witness, let them be impeached. 

Mr. 3tong ~-*~to the Court. 

If the counsel for the prisoner are stopped in this 
way, on a supposition, that it was their intention to 
criminate the magistrates, which was not the case — 
If I have not the opportunity of acting as my judg¬ 
ment leads me for my client, I must abandon him. 
This lias been done in other trials, and the judge, 
v/ho did it is justly execrated. All l ask is to be 
heard in reason—my learned friend can oppose j 
if I am :0, and at!, r:; j, 1 shall not complain. 




^xarhined in chief by Mr. Solicitor GcnerrJ. 

' Q, Bo you know the prisoner at the bar ? 

A,-. I do. 

Q. Did you know a negro man slave, named Pros¬ 
per) his property ? 

A. I know he owned a slave named Prosper, 

Q. Is he dead ? 

A. Ho is. 

Q, Do you know what occasioned his death ? 

A, He died by licks, confinement and starvation. 

Q. By whose order was this done ? 

A. By order of Mr. Hodge—he was present. 

Q. Was you present when those licks were in¬ 
flicted ? 

A, 1 was present when he was laid down and 
Hogged for a mango which dropped off a tree, and 
which Mr. Hedge said he should pay six shillings for 
•—lie had not the money, and came to borrow it of me; 
I had no more than three shillings—he said to his mas¬ 
ter he had no more money j his master said he would 
flog him if ha did not bring it—he was laid down and 
held by four negroes on his face and belly, and flogged 
with a cart-whip—he was under the lash better than 
an hour j he then got up, and was carried up to the 
hill after-rant! his master said he. should bo Hog gad 
again, if he did not bring the other 3 he was 
tied to a tree the next day, and the flogging was re¬ 
peated i he was then licked so long that his read fell 



back, and could not bawl out any longer. I supposed 
r £c v/aa faint, t then went from the whitlow, as I 
seuldnot bear to see any more of it. 

&'Did Mr. Hodge -call this kind of ■ punishment 
by any particular name ? 

J, He did—he culled it short quarters.' 

Q, What do you mean by short quarters ? . 

A, The whip is half tied up, and half let out. 

Q, What was done with him after the second flog¬ 
ging? ■ •• ' 

A. He was carried to the sick-house and put in 
irons, 

0, Was h© flogged afterwards ? 

A. I did not sec him flogged again. 

Q, How long atu>r did he die ? 

A. In about a week, 

Q. Was he in irons all the time ? 

A. He was in chains with two other- men for five 
4ays—they broke away, but he was so weak he could 
not go fat. 

{?. Where did he go to ? 

A. From the sick-house to his own house, 

Q. Was ho still in chains ? 

J. Tbs other negroes loosed his chains. 

Qo Was the prisoner told of the negroes getting 
away l 

A, He was. 

<?. By whom ? 



; A. By the ibwar. 

Q, Was he informed about Prosper ? 

A, I do not know. • 

Q. Can you state how long it was, after the second 
flogging, that he died ? 

A, It .was not quite two weeks, it happened a-Iittlc 
before Mrs. Hodge died. 

Q. What was the cause of Prosper’s death ? 

A. He did by licking, confinement and starvation— 
he had no black skin upon him, he was all cut to 
■rags,' " 

Q. The whole body ? 

A. The back part of hkjv«rst the time he dfrd 
crawlers were in hisn. 

Qi Was he attended by a doctor ? 

A. No doctor saw him. “ 

Q. Did any doctor attend the estate ? 

■ A. Dr. West was the.doctor of i ke estate, bus I do 
not know if he was called to Prosper ? 

Q. Where was he buried ? 

A. Nearly on the spot he died, he was dragged to 
the door. 

“9* there a burying ground on the estate ? 

A: There is, . ’ * • ’ 

Q. Do you know by whose order he was buried, and 
if in a cpiTm ? 

A- No person would take upon himself to do 'it with- 
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out Mr. Hodgc’a orders; he was not buried in 9 
coffin. 

Q. In what state was the body ? 

4 . It was spoilt and offensive, by which means I 
found it out. 

Q. State again how long after the second flogging 
lie died ?. 

A. In less than a fortnight. 

By tfc % Jury. 

Q. Was you present during the whole of the time 
of the last Hogging ? 

A. I was; the first flogging was at the works, and 
the second was on the hill. 

Observation by Mr. Lang. 

Q, Then I presume that Mr. Hodge made it a prac, 
lice to have you present, whenever he punished, ne¬ 
groes ' 

Mr. Lisle objected. ; . 

Mr. Long shewed difference between cross exami¬ 
nation, and examining in chief. The conduct of Mr. 
lisle was very improper in his interfering, with a 
question put to a witness ; instead of addressing the 
com t, quoted Peake 197, after a witness is examined 
in chief, you are not instructed to any. particular 
mode of examinatian-r-if she would speak the truth 
there could be no harm, but if otherwise, and the an¬ 
swer such as to enable him by other witnesses to con¬ 
tradict her, and affect her testimony; witnesses will 



by variations on questions unprepared for, be caught 
tripping. : . ; 

Cross^exainined by Mi*. Long. . ■ 

Was you present on the first day ? 

. .. I was, it was at the works.- 

Q. Was you present on the second day ? • 

. A. I- was, it was at the hill. 

Q. How came you to be at the hill ? 

J. I was washing at the bottom, and brought up 
deaths to the hill. ' - 

<.J3y the CAief'-Justice, 

Q. Was or was not Mr. Hodge piescnt when it be¬ 
gan. . 

A. He was at the beginning ; he was present at 
both all the time. 

. "'By/Mr. Xon^. ■' 

Q- What did you mean by saying he was at the be¬ 
ginning ? v . 

yf. He was there from beginning to end. 

t?. Do you understand the nature of an eath, or the 
rules of religion ? ‘ • 

A. I understand religion far that I will tell the 
truth. ' ^"' ■ 

Q. How many lashes do you think t^ere given in 
the hour ? ‘ ' 

J. Better than one hundred—Mr. Hodge lias flog¬ 
ged for half an hour, for one hour and for two hours ; 
he has tied and flogged them from breakfast till noon. 
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Q. Have you heard J&r. Hodge mention closc-qua;?* 
ters ? 

-■/. I have heard him mention short-quarters. 

0* Have you ever heard Mr; Hodge, to others men¬ 
tion'the same ? 

A: No.-. v:;" 

Q. Hid you ever hoar him mention it to his friends ? 

A He did not do it to them. 

(?. How long before Mrs. Hodge's’death tVas Pros¬ 
per flogged l ( 

A'> About three or four months. 

Observation of Mr. Long- : 

: Mrs. Hodge died in October 1808, Frosperwas flqg- 
god on the hill near the dwelling' house, and it was bo 
severe you could not bear to see it. , 

Q. Did you stay there after this happened ? 

A. I remained woykingfor Mrs. Hodge. 

Q. Did you ever mention it to any one ? 

I dared not. ‘ 

How long did you Uvu there ? 

A. Until Mrs/Hodge died, and three or four weeks, 
after. . 

By the Court. - " . 

■$.' Were any 'persons besides the family there when 

‘ i. ' 

this happened ; ' ; 

A. Nobody besides Mrs. Hodge and the chilch'en. . 

Was not Mrs, 'Collins, nqw Mrsy'Rawbone 
there ? . 
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A. She was not .there that clay. 

By Mr. -Long. 

Q Did you ever mention Mr. Hodge’s cruelty to 
any one ? 

A. I mentioned, it to slaves. 

Did you not mention it in town? 

A. Not particularly->in'town any more than any 
whei’e else. 

CU Did you or did'you not mention it in town ,' 

Ay t did mention*it in town. - k 

o % Did you never mention it toany free person l 
A. I cannot recollect that I ever did. 

£>. Where was Prosper buried ? 

At the back door of his house. 

Q Was there not a negro on the estate named 
Scihda 

A, ■There.-'was. 

Was thatmegroTunaway ? 

A. I. ddn*t-.kiiow; . 

^ Were you. not well disposed towards Mr. 
Dodge? 

A. I could hot like a man so cruel as Mr. Hodge. 
Did he not treat you well ? 

He was always very kind to me, but very cruel 
to his slaves.. 

Have.you always said so ? 

Ay.. Xhave. ■ . • . • _ 

^ Who did you ever speak to in,this manner ? 

12 
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A. I can’t ve collect, that I ever said it to any free 
person. 

Where was Prosper taken after he was hogged ? 

A. He was carried to the sick-house. 

Observation by Mr. JLwg, . 

Now as Mrs. died in October 1808, and 

Prosper died, three or. four months before he died 
about July 1 SOS. 

Bid not J)r. West attend the sick-iipuse ? 

A.,\ never saw him attend more than three peo* 
pie, ana they were afflicted by the Lord. 

Were there many peqple at the- sick-house ? 

A. Tiiere were, and all cut up. 

Was tha smell of the sick-hous© offer,sive ? 

A, It was. 

. 4*. Did not the doctor visit the sick-house ? 

A. I do not know: the three peopled mentioned 
were at the old munrajer's house. 

4|b How is the sick-house situated ? 

A. It is near the great house : people going there 
pass by it. 

Did not other people.notice its being offensive ? 

A. Other people did not tell me i&was offensiveI 
found it so myself. ■ _ 

4^. Do you know Stephen M‘Keough ? 

A, I do. 

^ Have you ever observed that the negroes were, 
lacerated?. when they came from the held ? 
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'A. havc"**so- much'so .that they stunk. 

£>. Did Miv M‘IkGOugh make any observations to 
you about it ? 

■A. No. - ' 

% Do. yon know the cause., of Prosper'# death l 

J. He died of the beating. 

££t Did it not occur to you that Mr. Hedge was. 
g\ii!ty of a crime ? 

A. It did.. 

ijjk Did not you think the law vyouid punish him ?' 
a, i did. V ' • :, r • 

^ Why did you not bring him forward ? 

A, I dared not~~Mr. Hodge would kill, me dead. 

4-k Did you lx main on the estate after'Mrs. Hodge 
died ?• - ' ■ ■ ■ •- 

A. I staid & little time, 

£>. Were you permitted-to see Mrs. Hodge ? 

A. Hodge would not let^mc take mj work in. 
tp her. . 

Q. What did you do. ■with, it i ! 

d, I took it away with me. 

££. You were, there when Mrs. Hodge died, 3iow 
long did-you stay after ? ■ 

A . I was there when she died, and staid a week or 
two after. 

^ Was. M : Keough there when she died. ?. 

4i'Y«, ■' '• ■■■ - ■ . 
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Was M‘Keough there when Prosper was dog¬ 
ged ? ,• ;V, . 

A. I cannot say—he was not there when-he died, 

Q. 3>id you live on the estate ? V 
'A, 1 used to'do-work for Mrs. Hodge. I lived, in 
town and went there occasionally. 

£>. Was you there when Prosper died ? 

A. No, but 1 saw him after he was dead. 

Was Mrs. Collins there ? 

. J. I cannot say. v •. • 

Mr, Solicitor General—Witness is speaking of an 
occurrence that passed three or four years ago. * • . 

Mr. Long—This renders it more difficult to repel 
a charge pf that distant date. , 

By Mv. Long. : _ 

Was you constantly on. the estate h " 

: -A. I did not'always stay there* it was not my home. 
I would stay sometimes two weeks, sometimes three 
-days, ^ 

Was Mrs. Collins there ( - 
A, I don’t know though I lodged in the whit© 
peoples’house. ' ' - : - 

Q Did you. know Margaret'and Else, and are they 
alive or dead ? 

A. Yes, I was there when both-died, . 

Stopped by Mr. Lutei 

Mr. Long’has asked questions which appear to have 
a general tendency; if it is the intention to treat the 



matter generally, the counsel for the crown would be 
ready to meet him, but cautioned him how he pro¬ 
ceeded* . 

Mr. Long—-I am contented -* 2 was only using the 
latitude allowed counsel in cross-examination,, 

By Mr. Long* . 

What was the matter-with Margaret'?, 

A. I saw hor scull almost split open. 

^ Was any thing the matter with Else ? ■ > 

A. She was confined in consequence of'licks and'b^ 
being scald6d with,boiling water. 

.By whose order'.? • ' ’ 

A. By Mr. Hodge’s order.; 

Were you there when Margaret died ? 

A. I-was—-she died in the sick-house on Christmas 
day. I heard Mr. Hodge say he would be the death 
of Margaret and’ Else, because they had tried.to de« 
stray his children. 

4?. .Whether did Margaret die,liefoyc. or after Mrs. 
Hodge’s death ? 

A. Before. .. ' . 

Was Mrs. Collins there ? 

A. Ido not know whether she was there or not? 

Was Mrs. Arrirideli-there ? ‘ 

A. She was. 

Q .' Did Mrs. Arrindell see her ? 

A, Margaret could not be seen by any one, she was 
so, cutup. 



Was she. in chains ? 

,i. When dying Mr. Hodge took I:or out of chains 
j<mi shackles ami she died in the sick-houso. 

4b Was s3 k: long sick ? 

A, She was sick some time. 

■i*. 'Did not Mrs. An-indell know of Margaret's 
death ? 

A. She might have heard of her death) but she 
could not ace'her, as she could not be seen while she 
(Mrs. A.) was thcre-~-Margaret‘s feet were-shackled. 
4b Did M‘Kcough leave the place before you ? 

/?. He did—-but X can’t say how long, , ’ • 

By Mr. 3Jute, 

4b Was not Margaret the cook? 

A. She was. 

4b Was she not in the kitchen the day proceeding 
the night she died ? 

A. She was-cm Christmas day when she was' taken 
out of the sick-house. 

4-b What was she doing there ? 

A. She was chopping minced meat. 

4b Did you observe any thing particular about her ? 
A. Yes—shc looked stupid ; she shewed' me her 
head ; in the back part of it you' could have put 
three fingers. 

4b Did she tell you whom this was done by ? 

A. She said it was done by Mr. Hodge. 

5b What happened afterwards ? 




4> She sat clown and I did for her what she had t*- 
do«~“her head was then dropping. I told her to go 
from thence, she, said “ I can’t go from here, .as I am 
to be confined to night ” 

Did Mr. Hodge ask you any question respecting 
Margaret ? 

A. He did—hc sent to call me, and asked me if 
Margaret had told me any thing j 1 said to .Mm that 
she was getting the fever. 

Why did you say so ? 

A. Because I feared he would lick the people who 
told me»~-he had already locked me up once in the sick 
house, on account of money he owed me : he owes 
me money now, and I have been afraid to ask for it. 

£>. Why were you afraid to ask for it ? 

A . On account of personal danger. I was afraid 
to say what Margaret told me, and that she shewed 
her head. 

Mr. Lisle appealed to the court, conceiving that he 
was at liberty to bring general testimony as to Mr. 
Hodge’s cruel disposition. 

Mr. Long claimed permission to re-examine on the 
questions put by Mr. Lisle. 

By Mr. -Lisle. ■ 

What was the general treatment of Mr. Hodge 
to his slaves ? 

Mr. Tyson—-The-point of examination-for the pro¬ 
secution is to support particular facts ; the question 
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rov/ at issue, is, the murder of Prosper. Was ever 
evidence allowed to be given of general character on 
a charge of murder ? Would they attempt to prove 
that Mr. Hodge was guilty of twenty murders on n 
trial for only or.e ? If it' appears that wo can prove 
false .wearing with regard to Margaret and Else, the 
jury will not credit the witness and' our object in 
cr&ss-questiohing was to establish, this false swearing 
and we are clearly able to support this assertion j we 
shall affect her credit-~4ndeed, invalidate her testimo¬ 
ny. Suppose a witness is so completely drilled that 
you cannot detect her on the'-'case immediately before 
the court; are we to be debarred endeavouring to 
.prove she has committed improper acts, even in oth¬ 
er cases, to answer this purpose- The object of the 
Sing’s counsel is, to blacken the character of the un¬ 
fortunate gentleman at the bar, and in the event of 
their failing in this prosecution, they would tell the 
jury u it is true he is nor. guilty of this murder, but 
you have-tin evidence that he has committed oth¬ 
ers, and you must consequently find him guilty of 
murder,” I submit that the court cannot permit 
them to enter into such examination. 

Mr. Long quoted 1 Peaks 7 and 8 “ in prosecutions 
you cannot enter into prisoner’s character unless his 
counsel question as to his character j they have a 
right to attempt to discredit the'witness. Macndliy 
324 . - 
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Mr. Solicitor General—We have particularly con* 
•fined ourselves in examining this witness to the char* 
ges laid in the indictment; my learned friends have 
travelled out of it, by examining as to'pariiciilar cru¬ 
elties to particular objects; having laid in tho indict¬ 
ment that ihc prisoner at the bar, was a person of a 
cruel, malicious and diabolical disposition, we have a 
right to enter into it; it will not help out our indict¬ 
ment but as it regards Prosper, therefore the exami¬ 
nation we have entered into, is only lb guard the wit¬ 
ness against the traps laid for her. 

If it is proved that Mr. itodgb.was a saint, it will 
not avail him, if he is proved to have murdered Pros¬ 
per. Ilis counsel were warned, and we have a rigid, 
if they open a door to enter it; we don’t mean to sup¬ 
port OUr charge by shewing the general bad character 
of the prisoner, we only support the witness who, as 
yet, ie unimpeached. 

The Chief Justice—-It appears to'me "that it would 
be time to support the witness when she is contradic¬ 
ted. 

The Court gave leave to the King’s Counsel to go 
on. 

33y mutual consent the jury retired to refresh. 

——Jury returned. 

!By Mr. JLfcfe—to the witness (Perreen George's.) 

Q. What happened to Margaret after she nodded ? 

A. Shfe was sitting down and appeared then to be cly* 
K 
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ing. She had a wound on the back of her head; she 
fell on her face» was carried to the sick-house, and 
died that night; I saw her coffin it), the morning. 

By Mr. Long. 

Q. How did-you know that she died that night '< - 

A. Mr. Hodge told me. 

Q. Was she in irons ? 

A. She was taken out of chains that morning, to go 
into the kitchen. 

By Mr. Lisle. 

Q» Was it only for this day she was taken out of 
chains, or at other times ? 

A. I have seen her in chains in the field, and at 
night in the sick-house, by v. ay of confinement. 

By the Jury. 

Q. Was Prosper supplied with food or not, after 
hp was flogged ? 

A. I cannot say whether he was or not, 

Q. Where was Prospers house ? 

A. A Uttle below the dwelling house. 

By Mr. Long. 

Q, You saw creepers on Prosper’s body ? 

A. Yes* , 

Q. Did Mr. Hodge never give his negroes any thing 
when they were -.onfined ? 

A. I never kne .v him to do it while in a passion or 
pven after—-I never saw it done. 



STEPHEN M‘KEQUGH, 

Sworn upon the “ voire litre.** 

Examined by Mr. Tyson. 

Q. Were you not at Santa Croix. ? 

A. I was. 

Q. Were you not applied to, to come over and give 
evidence on this tiial ? 

A. Some persons came to me, but did not apply to 
me to come over to give evidence. 

Q. Did you leave vour employment without know¬ 
ing what it was you came for ? 

A. I did. 

Q. Was you promised any other place ? 

A. I was not—I had permission from my employ¬ 
er to come over. 

Sworn in chief, examined in chief by Mr. Solicitor 
General. 

Q. Do you know the prisoner at the bar ? 

A. I do. 

Q. Have you lived in his employ ? 

A. I have. 

Q. Do you know all his slaves, and particularly 
Prosper. 

A. I know Prosper. 

Q. Was Prosper ever cart-whipped ? 

A. He was several times, and very severely, and 
at close-quarters.—He had pne whipping so very se¬ 
vere that I could put my finger in his side. 
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, % Did you sac him laid down ? 

A. I did. 

Q. Did you see what you .term close-quarters ?■ 

A. I did not sec the close quarters, but I saw iho 
marks of them, 

Q. Was he put.in,^confinement after being flog*, 
ged ? 

A, He was. 

Q. Was he worked after,this ?. 

A, I saw him turned, out to work, he was tire*; 
capable. . . 

Q. How long have you lived in the prisoner?® em¬ 
ploy ? 

A, I lived with him three times : this, was the- 
first time. 

Q, How came you to, know that Prosper was dead ? 
A. Mr. Hodge told me—I saw Prosper some days 
before he died, in a cruel state, so bad, I. could not 
go near him for the blue flies. 

Q. Was you living with the prisoner then ? 

A. No j but I used to go now and then, when Mr. 
Hodge sent for me’: I saw Prosper then at the Cut 
about two or three weeks before his death, I saw 
Mr, Hodge knock him down with a rocsk-stontt- 
Q. Where was Prosper then ? 

A. . He was doing something about the works. 

Q. What was the caps© of .the prisoner’s knocking 

him down,.?. 



A. It was about a bull. 

Q. In what situation waa Prosper then ? 

• Ai He was underneath Mr, Hodgb, who took up 
a stone and knocked Him down j when I saw him the 
last time I did hot think he could live long. 

Why did .you think he could hot lira long ? 

A. I thought so from hungers watching in the cold* 
and confinement. 

Q 1 . When you left the priionei'Y employ, Was you 
replaced by any other person ? 

A. No. 

Q. Did the prisoner always treat Prosper with se¬ 
verity ? 

A. He was not always, cruel to this man ; he told 
me at one time that Prosper was a very good negro/ 
and if he had not him) he should not know what to 
do to cart his Sugars. I thought he W$s a very good 
negro ; and I observed that he deserved the char¬ 
acter he gave him; 

Q. By whose orders was the flogging inflicted ? 

A. I do not suppose it could be, but by Mr. 
Hodge's orders: if it had, Mr. Hodge would have 
inquired into it-. 

Q. What kind of a negro was Prosper ? 

A. A good looking strong negro. 

Q. What was the cause of Prosper’s death ? 

A. I believe the laceration to have been the cause. - . 

Mr.. Zong cited 1 Macnally S62 j in chief the wit-- 
K & 



ness must wear to fact of his knowledge) and not belief.' 

Mr. Solicitor General proceeded : 

% Have you had any conversations with Mr. John 
Skelton., junr. relating to the prisoner ? 

A, 1 did mention* to him, Mr. Hodge’s treatment 
of hi 9 slaves? years ago?, when I left hk employ the 
first time? and... when I went to- ?araqueto»Bay. I 
begged him not to mention it again. 

Q. Why did yon. etvjoip, secrecy ? 

A. Because? I knew that if Mr. Hodge knew it, he. 
would not hesitate to-take my life. 

Q. Why did you think sQr ? 

A. I thought so,by the manner he treated his., 
slaves., 

Q. Did any thing more pass with Mr. Skelton l 

A. I told him to beware of Mr. Hodge. 

Q. Do you know any thing relative to Mr. Wal~. 
lace’s negroes ? 

A. I went at one time with Mr, Hodge? armed,., 
and I«o said if he met Mr. Wallace? or his negroes 
he would shoot them. 

Q. When did this happen ?: 

A. On the second time of my living with Mr.. 
Hodge, 

Q. What induced ynu to return to him ? 

A. I went back in order to get.my pay. 

Q. Did Mr. Hodge say any thing to you concern-. 
ing Mr. Skelton ? 



A.. He told mo if I kept company with lain, IV^s 
would discharge me, as he was an unsafe man. I. 
told,Mr..Skelton of k the same day, a dinner} :\t vay 
house, on Mr. Hodge's estate. 

Q. Had Mr. Hodge a good gang of negroes.w'ncfu 
you first went to live, with. him ? 

A. H<? had a fine.: gang. 

Q. How many, negroes-luui.be then ? 

Mr. Tyson .and.Mr, Long, opposed. 

Mr. Solicitor Gfeneral withdrew the quenv 

Witness, (M'Keough) cross-examined... 

By Mr. Tyson» 

O'. Did you not go to St. Thomas ? 

A, I did in 1809, from this place, in November.. 

Q. What was the.cause of .Mr. Hodge’s discharge • 
ing you ?. 

A. Because ! was .not severe enough ; I told him 
that he prevented me, by being so severe himself, - 
and if he allowed the overseer, ddver, and himself, to 
punish, he would not have a negro left. 

Q- What did the, piisqrier say ?. 

A. He. said that if the work was not done to his 
will, he was satisfied so ho heard the whip crack;. 
his grek pleasurewds in cruelty. 

Q. How long dU you live with'. Mfc Hodge the; 
fifrst time ? 

A. Six months, in 180 5 . 

Q, Wdre not the keys,. at times, hi danger, in con** - 
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sequence of four being drunk ? Did not you loose 
your hat and shoes ? * 

A. I do not know or recollect that to be the case. 

Q. Did not Mr. Hodge take the keys from you 
when you were in. that state ? . ' 

A. I do not know, nor recollect it. 

Q. Did you never go to Mr. Hodge at any time to 
solicit him to take you batik' ? 

A. Never. I went t6 Mr. Hodge for d letter of re¬ 
commendation to Col. Hfctlierington, who said he 
would employ irie if he were not engaged. 

Q. Don’t you recollect saying any thing favorable 
of Mr. Hodge ? 

A# I do not, I might hate said so, but don’t recol¬ 
lect it. 

Qv Where were you born ? 

A. Perhaps if I tell you, you would not know : in 
Ireland. 

* Q. How did you comcbvc? ? 

A. Inatioat. ^ 

(Mr. Tyson displeased at the answer.) 

Q. In what situation did you leave Ireland ? 

A. ( After doubting whether he was bound to answer 
that question,) I paid for mjr passage and left Ireland* 
to recover, property at St. Thomas, where: 1 went; 
about 11 years ago. 

% Did you live with Mr. Skerret at one time ?. 
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A'..-1 did* after .the. first lime. I quitted Mr. Ifodg©, 
itl 1805 or 6 . 

Q. Was you with Mr. Hodge in.1803. 

A. I was, but not Jiving with him.;. X was at the ; 
house and at the works.fraquently. 

Q. Did 70 U frequently see any strangers there ? 

A. The only person I saw there frequently wast- 
Mrs. Rawbone, (late Mrs. Collins.) 

Q, Where were you when Mrs. Hedge died ? 

A. At the works. 

Q. Was Mrs. Rawbone there. ? 

A»t She was. 

Q. Was Mrs. Amndcll there ? 

A» I don't recollect seeing her. 

Q. When. .did. you quit Mr. Hodge as his overseer ? 
A- 1 ; left him. in Marian?; but« as qjf and on there, 
in 1808. 

Q. Hpw far is it from, the house to the works ? 

A. It is ten minutes walk, down hill. 

Q. Where did Mr. Hodge tell you Prosper died I* 
A, At the WQ!ks. ~ 

Q. Did Perreen Georges live at Mr. Hodge’s while.; 
you was there 
A. She did. 

<£. Was she there atth.e time you were ? 

A. She was. 

Q. What time was this ? 

A. It wap in, 1805 ; I went back in 1806, I thefti 
quitted him> and came .again ia 1807. 



Q. In what- situation was Perreen there, who» 
Mrs. Hodge died ? 

A. As a kind of manager. 

How do you mean ? 

A. She attended ortd tobk care of the bollmg‘liou#e» 
which I call being a manager. 

Q. V/aa Mrs, Hodge in the habit of going to the 

bftiling»hou30 f 

A, She tm, frequently. 

Q> For what purpose ? 

A. I do not know. 

Q. Was you with Mr. Hodge after Mrs. Hodge’S 
£oath ? * 

A. I was, some weeks. Mr. Hodge begged me, 
as he was in trouble. 

Q> How long Were you with him the first time ? 

A. Six-month*. 

Q. Have you ever eat at the same table with Mr. 
and Mrs. Hodge l 

A. I have breakfasted, dinedand supped with them. 
Q Ho you mean at the great house, as his bottle 
companion ? 

A. I do. I have sat at tabic with them and Mrs. 
Rawbone. 

Q* Have you any thing to say against Mr. Hodge 
In regard to his treatment of yourself ? 

A. Nothing. 

Q* Hid not he ill treat you at any time? 



A. He threatened to cart-whip me the last time I 
•was with him—I asked him for payment several 
times. 

Q. Did he ever threaten to, kill you 1 

A. Never—I was armed with a jpod stick in caso 
of need, but he did not offer mo any violence. 

Q. Have you ever had any, quarrel with, Mr; 
Hodge? 

A. I have had a few words with him about pay; he 
has not paid me yet, but I don't intend giving up 
the debt, tho' l owe him no ill will in consequence of 
his not paying me,„he owes mejjf 56 {current money 
■of Tortola.) 

33ty Mr. Lisle. , 

Q. Do you feel any prejudice against Mr. Hodge 
for net paying you, or for any thing else. 

A. I do not. ■ 

Q. When.you said you came in a Boat,did you 
mean a sea boat—O'Ship l 

A. I did mean so. . 

Q. Did My. Hodge tell you how Prosper dicd ? 

A. He did not. 

Q. Did you assist in digging Mrs* Hodge’s grave 
with Mr. Daniel Ross ?. 

A. I did, because there were no proper nejjroes t* 
doit. 



JOHN SKELTON, Jim. 
i " Sworn ! in Chief. 

’Examined by Mr. Solicitor General. 

Q. Do you remember having conversations 'with 
-Mr. M‘Keough while he lived with Mr. Hodge ? 

A. Mr. M‘Keough represented to xne, when I lived 
at Mr. Wallace’s estate in 1807, Mr. Hodge’s cruelty 
to his negroes, he used totellwhat was going on fre¬ 
quently.. 

His Honor the "President, (Richard Hetherington, 
Esq.)—-to speak as to a letter of recommendation from 
■the prisonerto Mr. Hetheiington.»—--Opposed by the 
^prisoner’s counsel, who submitted whether the Pre¬ 
sident after being examined, should take his seat 
again. ■ • - : ^ • 

Not persisted'in by the prisoner’s counsel. 

MARK DYER FRENCH, Esh. 

Q. Did you ride up to the prisoners estate to en> 
quire for the grave of Prosper, as one of the commit¬ 
tee for carrying on this prosecution ? 

A. I did in company with some others. 

Q. Who pointed it out to you ? 

A. Pcrreen Georges. 

Q. Was the grave opened t 

A. It was. 

•Q. In what situation did you find the Corpse ? 

A. The head was lower than any other of the bones, 



the legs crossed; but you had better refer to doctors 
who were there. ; 

Q. Wha kind of grave was it ? 

A, It did not appear to be well dug, some of the 
hones were near the surface.. 

Q, Where was the grave ? , 

A- At the back door of Prosper'a house. 

% You say. the head/was lower, and the grave 
ueemed deeper about ;the head ? 

A, l do. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Tyson; ^ 

- notice given to Mr. Hodge to send an 

agent to attend ? , l < 

No— v'i to myknowlcdge. v 

Hid you see any, irons or puddings ? 

A. No. 

Q. Did Petreen say when she saw. the corpse, the 
irons orerooks were on ? 

A. I understood so : and that thi »ted to Prosper, 
I will notrbe positive . . - 

After a few observations from Mr/ Lisle, 

Mr. Tyson addressed the jury on behalf of the 
prisoner*-(The reporter has sent this speech to St. 
Christophers, for Mr, Tyson’s correction ; on its be* 
ing returned, With any material alteration, it will ap* 
pear ih its corrected state ir. a second edition.) 



Mr. Tyson. 

May it fiiease ytiur Honor *,.. ; / 

Gentlemen qf the Jury. 1 ' 

I rise on the part of tht gehtlesnftn at the bar, rind 
•I think before I sit down,I shall’, produce, the 'liaost 
unexceptionablewitnesses) to satisfy youv niinds as to 
the innocence of, the |>ri^oneir. . - ; 

A variety of cdses h&ye been submitted to you,t^ 
explain the different species Ofhomicide) but they 
Jtave not been - treated fairly $ tnuch woiild depend on 
the lawfulness of the weapon and the state of body 
the party was in at the rime of the infliction of-the 
punishment; much might be attributed to neglect*, 
The cases the counsel Jor the crown have cited db riot 
apply~it is not pretended that M ri Hodgp used any 
other than a lawful weapon V. 'biii excess of punish¬ 
ment is pretended. It has been stated by the learned 
counsel, just set down, that bo attributed.the covrobr 
oration of evidence as aw act of God 1 I say it was 
the act of mari.—These witnesses have been kept to¬ 
gether for a. length of lime, and it will lie admitted 
that when two people are put together for a length of 
time, they will with facility trump up a story, and 
not only agree in it ,ori being examined, but it may 
appear plausible. . . \ 

What has Mr. M £ Keough*s conduct been ? He 
treated the matter on his examination as a subject of 
mirth! He did not feel for three helpless children 




Client' he would deprive of their only protection* 
their father ! M'Xeough is a guilty man—heis guilty 
of misprision of felony. This offence.was said to be 
committed years ago j—if this, murder was'commit¬ 
ted, M^Keougti should have brought Mn Hodge to 
justice. Mr, Hodge is brought forward at this re¬ 
mote period of limo.under the'most cruel disadvan¬ 
tages. Witnesses who could come forward in excul¬ 
pation are now no more ; others he is deprived of by 
a variety of causes. 

' Can you believe M*&eough when he tells you, Mr. 
Hodge cared not fbr the work done by-hls negroes, 
provided the castvwhip-^-the detestable lash of the* 
cart-whip was, hoard by ldm I Is there any one ih 
this court who can gite credit to this declaration, that 
Mr. Hodge would sacrifice affluence* comfort, happf- 
ness, for the gratification of heating the ’detestable 
cart-whip—it is impossible'this can be true, and yet 
he swears to* it 1 ;. •. . / ' ■; <. 

M‘Ke6ugh has 1 denied his having the keys bn the 
occasion imentioned, of did not know he had them— 
this alone would impeach him. I shall be obliged to 
refer to marlyOccurrences whenX open the case on 
the paVtof MrAiedge. M‘Keough; wishes to make 
It appear that he was intimate with—-a bottle cohipan- 
ion of Mr. Hodge f What will you say when I prove 
to you, that he was never suffered to come into any 
other than a, particular' part of his house-11 shall 
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have occasion to bring Peireen’s character nrto pr** 
per view. She tells you with regard to Margaret; 
that shewas eo ill, she was unable, to cook the dinner? 
and that she (Perreen) didiifor her. Now suppose 
I prove; that Margaret dressed the. dinner that $ay 
—that sho was talking to her of her character fc 
that she ought to behave better; and she would ho a 
valuable negro j that on.th&t day, whenPerreen says 
she had the wound, she was well; and thst at one 
o’clock in the morning Mr. Hodge was called up, at¬ 
tended to her kindly, but owing to sotnc affection of 
her breast; she died that day. Does this look likfc 
a ,/ish for concealment on the part of Mr. Hodge, 
when it was notorious to all ?Ifyou find Perreen 
tripping, nay, falling in a matter foreign to the cad*® 
s before US, must you not expect the same in what re¬ 
lates to it immediately ?• This humane creature could 
not bear to see the punishment of Prosper ; she kept 
her post at the window until the. flogging was ended, 
and then her stomach turned because there was 110 
more flogging 1 Had she been humane as she would 
vyish to be conceived, would she not have quitted .her 
favorite window after the first lash of the whip ? 
Close-quavers and Short quarters are mentioned ; I 
am held out in saying that so far from terms of that 
description, being used by Mr. Hodge, he was igno¬ 
rant of their import as it related to the present ques¬ 
tion, (Reference^ here had to conversations with 
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Mr. Hodge in gaol,fce> support the assertion 5 which ,es» 
eaped ; the;rtipomr.) : ' i- 

Mr* Hodge has been charged with atrocities, 
•which appal human nituve—why has thisbeen done ? 
for the purpose of justice ? No—Tor the purpose of 
prejudicing the public • n\ibd against hind ! Bui the 
attempt is abortive,*' We arc now before a jury of 
©o’* coufttry-i—a jury that will console r.thmslydoiheir 
■ diityi^ - 1 *'} -?;*) ad ■ 

Under these circumstances* M*Keoogh;' stands be» 
fbre you in a very questionable, lights- butyob will 
hear more ofrhim,*Gentlet*ifcn. riHev •&•'* ■ verjr con¬ 
venient than «^-he has- ino> recollection of his -having 
spoken in favorable^ terms of MrvHbdge afctHetime 
- these, atrocities" were coranutfcifig^Tlm! In can- 
• prove? • , - ‘‘ • -* >V'< i >-;i f h r -' 

Much has been said about this- Prospers death. 
Suppose X prove, and l can doit, -that thisnegrd was 
runaway at thetnneofthiiseVere flagellation, and that- 
Mrs. Rawboiie, who was in the house, did hot hear tho 
lashes* though it is ^^l&^wfie.>donc;.'.»itdeV;tlu):win<>. 
dow,~thi9 mail is certainly, dead,- he foas : secreted 
himself in his hoyse, and. when fifund was in such a 
putrid state, it was absolutelynecessary to put him 
ynder ground oh the nearest spot* , : . 

l am instructed to say, the bones said tobe Pros¬ 
pers are how in court, and ihat some gehtlemeu went 
for the purpose,;©;? baying then* taken up 4 This is 
12 



a horrible scene ! Let the pleasure of such an act bo 
Stated-—! shall bo satisfied if the propriety fa made 
outfit is » crime and punishable. 

' Ydu have been told a #tory,aVw>at a mango. Is it 
ipassiblo fyl r. Hedge wouldsacrifice 50 joes for a man* 
go falloiv from a tree .' Would ho lacerate a negVo 
six shillings! Had Penreen been humane* she 
would ■have exerted. herself to. relieve him j self-inter¬ 
est would have prevented it. Can you attribute it 
-id resefntment:? Desentment against, whom l his 
*lave ?‘ A xlay* may excite anger, but surely pot re¬ 
sentment. It fc.&id tf&jt negroes -were confinedin 
ihtt aick-hduse for six or sevenciays.'without food j 
ems this rosetHrittept, the same against those sick,. as 
tthose by fctm&clf logged ? This sick-house you are 
told, was filled, and that they .were alt cut up f A mon¬ 
ster cotddnot bay&acted so. 

Mr. Hodge has resided in this country fifteen hr 
twenty years ! these charges may be said to be only 
the other clay* 

Gentlemen who> visited him, must see negroes in 
thm statesman estate; you carnet therefore believe 
the witnesses. > If he had. no regard for himself, he 
would have some for ayoungfaraily. Those little in¬ 
nocents, his only comforts, he was deprived of in pris¬ 
on. •MrrHbdj^-w^hh^’S^ he not have 

escaped ? ^ He was not apprehended-^--yes, he- was. he 
• . went tothemarohal for the purpose of being oppro^ 



bended) and I hope he will receive the reward. Mr. 
Hodge h»» undergone nnhenrdrdf hardships—!o aded 
with irons. I never hoard of a mftn^ e^niinlidng ibe 
grossest crimes* prevented seeing his fnendV and 
thereby ,de|»ivdd of witnesses. _. 

Our case is plain-~Prosper. died a natural death* 
and was foun^inahen 1 ^, not his ov/n, in * , putrid 
state. : Gentlemen, what arc jou, call a<d upon to do? 
to : sacrifice a fellow creeture lv~m what- evidence ?. 

You feel he is not guilty, brraisse it isitppowiWo 
sudK& cl»aracter» as he .i& described^ fee? v&ftb®sup-v 
posed to exist! • . 

This is not a question of wms iahd fuumr?Q/[ .20*., 
or 2O,0OOjC ; it is; not life—-it is his. honor, whiclv, 
is dearer, we are defending.. 
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• PENELOPE HODGE. ; 

— ' -A free tJiatK woman, (very'old) •. 

'Examined-byMr. Musgravs*- l 

r OPenny,' rellile wBat yoii knoWt»f Prosper' • ^ 

I don’t know muth abput him, ; thaft that he is 
derid, which 1‘heard. •'V ' '* 

^••Do yovi know IwW he was buried ? 

1 A. Hewa^&rtfgged etftofhishouse and but ied. 
x' Q• When did you see him ? ,f ! ' 

Ai I saw him a good while before-his‘death, I-cdh*t 
»ujr hdw lon^f.w ‘ ‘ : • 

<?. Did you observe arsjrniarks of- s&yerity about 

’ A. I did not,he was not cutup. 

- Q. Was- he 'accustomed to run away t, • 

A, He was.-i f 1 . ' 

Q> Where were you at the time of his death i 
Ai, I lived at Mr.Hetherington’s, where I still lives 
Q. ilowlong before his death did you see him 
A. I saw him a month before I heard he was dead. - 
Qr Can you, hear any/ thing. that passes-at Mr.- 
Hodge’s ? , - ' 

--f.Yes v sometime»s - 
Q. Did you see himirequently ? 

A, I did—he .used to come, to see mes I saw- L 
lum before Mrs.«Hodge. died and after—heard he ran % 
away. . -, .. ... ; . 

Q* Was he sick - v 

• * 



: A He said he was.-. .• <■ • ■ *•. 

Did be complain of being beaten? ^ . v 

A No. A?'-' 

Q. I? there any estate hctweea #r« Hodge ,$»& 
Mr. Hetherington ? , , 

Q. Had not Prosper been mod t 

A&ffiAyA?AAy.z ' y AA$A :: \ A : A ' 

Cross-examined by Mr. Link, 

Q.. Doyoaknoylawyeridslo f; ; ' / 

' .A. No. ' * . , ' ' 

Q. Bid yqueversee him? 

■ A. My sight isvery bad, I have lost my l«ft eye £ 
Q. How long baa your sight been bad? 

A* Since Mrs. Hodge’s death. , 

Q. Do. you know bow many days there areinn. 
month, or how many months in a year !<•• 

(Did not answer, appeared to be unable.) 

Q. Do you know how many weeks there arc inn 
month ? , 

‘ A. Four or five weeks. 

Q; How many days are there ip a week l 
A. Six. 

q. Did any persons go up to you to jtake your de¬ 
position ?, 

A, Yes, thet^ were eight persona* 

Q. Was lawyer Lisle one of them ? 

A. My husband who was in the room told me so. 



* Q£ Wasyotf sworn : did We^ make yoti take atf 
oath?* r / , ’ V ‘ jl ' 1 \ - ' 

' A* s not. sworn*'« •; * 

then applied to thfe prisoners'counsel for 
ttaigtytof her deposition, taken on the estate, which,- 
after sonao opposition, was produced and read by. Mr. 

lW-..- ... • ■■■ ’ r •• 

; . :Ij£fiOsitiWi 

Vinaiu-lsLAUDS, > 

- To&tola. ' 5 V ', W ' . ' 

j Penelope /lodge of 'the Island of Tor*' 'la, free biac& 
Wohuit, maketK oathand saith, That on Monday the 
fourth day oF March, Instant, between the hours of 
five or ids of die clock, or about dusk of the evening, 
ei^ht person’s came- to. her hoiisc^-tliat one; of those 
persons, who deponent believes was’a lawyer by. the 
name- of Lisli, administered an oath to deponent, and 
desired her to depose to'such points to which she 
might be interrogated. 

That among several questions put : to deponent 
were ’ these ‘ following.^—“ Whether Mr.' Hodge ever 
murdered ,any of hist negroes to her. knowledge ?’* 
That deponent answered (l No. That she never knew 
nor heard of any such thing—that she had heard that 
Mr. Hodge had flogged some oF his negroes, but she 
had seen the negroes bo ‘flogged at their work after- 
wards.~»Thalt‘a Mr.'R'osk, one of We pfcrsdna present, 
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,a$ked deponent, hoW ft . certain negro, called Benner*, 
l^e lvad ; not di<jd from,#- wliip» 
j?ingf . J ” That deponeijit; answered “-NorH^hat. aha 
knew he .^d been .flogged ibr stealing \a tongues but 
. she saw.hitn : after the flogging at his work—and that 
she neverheard norktjew of onynegroes haying died 
•from floggingor sfeyerityl’*;—That. she■ this deponent 
was . then asked ; M whether .a certain negro, named 
Jupiter had not ‘.been-.burnt; \o death ? and lv;het|»er a 

negrb wnnian cidled Margarfetj had no£ b«^en.made , ,bf 

' Mr. tiodge todrinkhot or melted lead ?’* that.deph** 
nent answered f* never to her knowledge/* , > That der ' 
4 poft^nt was asked « how a woman called'Sarah, and 
one called Beck, and a man called Tower |ttU died i” : 
That deponent.answered, “ that Tower, ;JlHl ran 
away and .was never after heard of—and- as tp themhr : 
, era, that she sppppsed/they ,died of sickness.’' That 
deponent was asked “by whom the tfegro belonging 
to Wjr.Wallace wab’lately shot ?” thatdeponentanswer* < 
ed, “ That she did npt snow. ’* 1 That she the deponent 
was further asked, ^Whether one of Mrs. Hodge's . 
arms was hot broken ?” that .deponent answered ” no, 
that'she the deponent constantly attended Her/*—that 
. deponent , was also asked, ” how said Mrs. Hpd^e 
died ?” that deponent answered* .that “ she died 
of a fever.” T^t deponent was asked “ How a 
while maid servant of Mrs. Hodge’s died, and whe¬ 
ther such maid servant did not miscarry,’' and upon 




WhOtrt she called in kef dying Moments V* That de¬ 
ponent answered, “ that she called upon npohe, that 
She took duld.nftep her Mscarriage, ^Mch deponent 
supposed to have been the occasion of her death.* 
That deponent was asked * who made thp. coffih>for 
J the v;onqiart, or npiaid servant ?” that deponent answer¬ 
ed^ « one Moretbp, a carpente^ That deponent 
■mk then asked « jnylib made thecoffin forthechild, 
^r abortion ?’* that deponent answered, “ that there 
was no coffinr-that it W^as wrapped: np in h piece Of 
cloth, as is usual ih such :case$i* >Tfiat one of the 
persons present, then observed, we can get noth¬ 
ing out of her : iye ,ihu?t takehertbtown.” That 
after the eohversatiotL bCfose mentioned, deponent 
^sras asked ^wdicre a woman called POCreeh Georges 
Was ?' That shortly after she saw the. said Perreen 
the'^said persons^ and heatd some one 
©ay to the said Perreen Georges, that she must go 
with a. Me* :G’wseii to his hotise. That she the "depo- 
. nent was asked by one of the said persons for a light* 
Which was given to thetnVV-".- 

her '' ; 

« PENELOPE HODGE. 

mark. 

■kvWm'Stfitiii&si&ia 5tk ? 
day of March) 1S11, $ . 

TaoKAis .-Dtfft&Afr, j. */. i 



' 1SS ■. 

Ur^UfitejinAmy s|)prt pt^ed ;oju y* 

^he, Jury, the cpu^dietiun in Ppn^lppe 

Hodge's evidence in cotu t, tvhen compared with tjiis 
deposition.— <{ Before the court she says she.^oe^ not 
tow me j and» in her depf^itipn, $Ue ^tps, ^shc 
was sworn by roe, \yhiqh Jitter cfaeipp^anee she 
..pojatjradiptSvfii^ wi^en brought Jwjte j. &he to ipjpiti- 
festly perjured herself, as you pnrceivp,,a»dj ; n^tltmg 
> apparent.irp^ecijlity, ^r^fct,her 
£rpm pnmshir.ent; ,pp tft^npt., pay the r sUgtyGSjt £*• 
& to evidence.”;.., 

The court Were of the same opinion. 


DANIEL ROSS) 

' ‘ ... ...Sworn....,.. . .. .; 

Examined by Mr. M\i8grave. \ 

Q, Did you know Prosper ? 

A. I did. 

■ Q. What kind of a negro was he ? 

A. He was<a^nb?e^nd^ne,pegro. 1 -L ^ye i tjp.der- 
/sttM>dhe.;is:d^d«' -y- . : - . ■ ;.v 

Q. Did you ever know Him>£$ bein r a,sj£le,p£p^to- 
al derangement. 

. A. I,never did.. 

Q. When; did ; you: aee fcjmjast I 

A, I saw him the end of Febmary.uvibpginnijag of 
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March, 1808; I went inaboat where he was one. 

J Q. Was Mr, M‘Keough living with Mr. Hodge 
, then.'? 1 

A. No. 

‘ Qi Was Perreen there ? 1 ” ; 

Ai I can't be positive as to "Perreen. 

Q. Had Mr. Hodge any other white person in 
M*KeoughV place ? . . ■ . 

He had two sailors, the one named Rose: the 
name of the other I did not know. ; 

Q. Do you know any thing to the' prejudice of 
M'Keough? 

A. I do notr-he would take his soup ; inclined to 
liquor,. . 

Q. Do you know any thing against Pcrrccn ? 

A. Nothing. 

Q. Have yotl seen M‘Keough in Mr. Hodge^ 
house l ■■ 

A- I have often. 

' Q. Was he on intimate terms with Mr; Hodge ? 
A. No. " , " ' ' ’ 

$•' Have you ever met him at his table % 

A. 1 have once—-on the day Mrs. Kodge uicu* «e 
dined and drank tea there. 

Q. Do you recollect any other time ? 

A, I do not. 

Q. Did ?4r. Hodge place confidence in him ? 

* Ar ^rylittlew : • ,. v ' < ^ , ■ _ • ■ ... 


e 
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Q. Do. you know whether Perrccn had the care of 
the boiting-houae, or acted as manager ? 

A. I don’t recollect, I know she tva3 there after’ 
M‘K.eough quitted, 

Q. Were the negroes disposed to runaway f 
At They were well disposed at that time, bat 
when Mr. Hodge was in England they wanted privi¬ 
leges I would not grant, and* I believe two-thirds 
: absconded. ' . V/ ■ ^ ■ 

Cross-examined by the Solicitor-General. • 

Q. Was Mr. Green then the manager ? 

A. He was. 

Q. How many negroes were there on the estate at 
that time ? 

A. There were 130 or 131—1 saw the account of 
taxes to day, which I paid. 

Q. When was this ?■ 

* A. In October, 1800 ; Mr, Hodge returned in 1803. 

Q. Did the negroes,' you mention to have runaway, 
•V 1 return r * 

A. They did about’ a fortnight after, and'I cart*, 
whipped the whole with mbderation. - 

' Q. Did they conduct themselves well after that t 
A. They did: I left it to their option to goitway* or 
take punishment, and they chbse the latter. 

Q, Was Mrs. Rawbone with Mr. Hodge in 1.808, 
after Mrs. Hodge's death ? V’ <•' 5 

A. She was—H was her home, but she visited her 
friends. : 



<6j>. How dicl Mr. Hodge treat his negroes ?;• 

A* l cannot tell.. 

■■ 

THOMAS LLEWKLLYNi 
(A free mulatto Carpenter,) > 

Sworn upon the voire dire. 

% Have you had ‘liny late conversations with the* 
prisoner? 

A. I have. 

Q; What was the subject of these conversations ? 
A. He begged me to recollect what I knew of him 
-.-and asked me as to particular days that I worked 
for him. 

Q. Do you expect reward for appearing here ? 

A. N& . 

Examined in chief by Mr. Musgravc. 

Q. Did yeu do any work on the estate for M?. 
Hodge ? 

A. I did, in ISOs, 5 and 7. 

Q. Did you see M‘Keough there in 1808. 

■ A, I did. v ' V. . . v ' 

Q. Did you see him there at any other time l 
A. I did in 1807, bilt he was not living there then,' 
Q, Did you ever converse with M‘Keough and 
Perreeti Georges ? 

A* Frequently v 
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Q. Did M'Keough speak to you of Mr, Hodge ? 

A. Ha did ; h« would aomeiimes spe^Kwell.of 
Mm, and at others call him severe ; but said the ne¬ 
groes told him Mr. Hodge was severe, 

Q. "VYas M'Keough intimate with Mr. Hodge ? 

A. I thought he treated Mr. M'Keough with such 
contempt that, were it to mo, I would, not stay an 
hour with him. , . . r 

Q. Did yoh ever see him at dinner with Mr, 
Hodge l 
.; A. Never. 

Q. Do you know any thing of M'Keouph’s char¬ 
acter ? -../' ; 

A. I do not; 

Q. Did M‘Keough keep the keys ? 

A. He did net keep the key of the , rum*ce]l?.t 
Mr. Hodge said he coulchnot trust him with it. 

. ,<£. What was-hist situation there*—was he likely, t® 
see’acts of barbarity ? ; " 

A. It was such, that he could pot go to the hill 
without being sent for j nor was he allowed to go into 
live -yard without asking permission—nor I- myself. 

Q. Do you not know orKoouguio beaumnkaiu ; 

A. I do not, except from what 1 have he k ard.' 

Q. Do you know any thing against him ? 

A.-Nat from my own knowledge. 

Q. During the time you were on the estate, did • 
ypu observe any cruelty used towards the slaves ? 1 
M-2- 


A. I. #A4 tlhOfrein 1603* S and 7 Very eomtSmtly* 
.fciiV ifeS *161; dhsfetVft kuy of cruelty to thb de¬ 
grees. 

Q. Did you sfcfe f^efcper V 

A. t Ml, hfe 'wk% Very Vrekk ,• 1 askfed MJft what 

JLi OdL 'taUi&liV ••*». vkfci- : timX teUiuU,' 
wnv inv «muv»“^«w tmcu unu UT<tJg* 

% «o $6u M‘fcetogl\ «ttd 

■spere not allowed to go in the yard ? 

k, ki>,. 


RICHARD MORETGN, 

(A free black snan, a Carpenter,)' 

^Swbifoln 'cfttfcf. 

% B&vb jrou tVor^ied oVi IffAlftAgfefr estate! 

A. I hfeVe ; 'ftfe l&gett Me * Was Hie ife tt id 
l^by. *1 tad it 

other times, for a day or so. 

< % ^Vas M‘Ke6%*h thei% I: 

„ A. No-M&br ‘any ut^er ‘aitd&gefc. 

Q. Did^du btiS’erVe, iUUc'h of t! 

A. 1 didiiiot Mir fKfe WhTp%di%. 

Q. W4y"Eerft(eA Georgek there ? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you kfcoW hdy of "tH® tharMfer of- 
^'KedUgh arid ‘Perreen'Gbbfges ? 

A« I.do jidt. 
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THOMAS CROOK, 

(A free mulatto man, a shop-keeper,£ 

•- : Sworb in chief. ’ .■•. •. L'V , 

Q. Did M < Keough live with you atanytiine ? 

A. He was my tenant two yearn. ’ 

Q, Have you ever had any conversations with hiiru 
about Mr. Hudge ? 

A. Mr. M‘&eough told me that toilihy people spoke* 
ill of Mr. Hodge, but that he did not find it so himself.. 

Q. Have you observed him frequently to get. 
drunk l 

A, i have, esm®Unwjs«at Ll V^ook in the forenoon, 

Q. Do you know any things to discredit his *es~' ' 
tisaony ? 

A. I do ncft*. v .■■■■■ 

<$. Did you, ever detoet him in falsehoods,^ 

' A. No. ‘ 

£h> yt>u know l*©reeen ? : ! r 

A. I know nothing <&£ hee, or n^ainfet her., 

JAMES CROOK, 

(A ffec mulatto, man, a carpenter,)') 

> Sworn in chief, 

Q» Dq you know, M‘Kpough ? 

A. I knew him in, 1808 ; l called upon him forr 
house rent due to Mr, Thortxas Crook.. 



V - ■ 

(C (This question escaped 'the reporter, but the~ 
. answer to it was) ; > . 

4‘ Mr. Hodge was--Very* desirous of having Mr. 
M‘K.e'ough ®gatnv. r. 1 ■,'/< y./ ' J i 

Q. Did M‘Keough ’ Say v any; thing to you -of Mi*. 
Hodge? ; - /} 

A. He said he was a good ‘man, hut comical, be- • 
ct'jsc^he had bad ‘slaves, • - ■' , .V 

Q; - Do yon; know any; thing of- the character * of l 
M'&eougb'dr Perrdca•?,? . •- »- •.}* ,d» 

■■■ A. l.donot.'- f 

Q. Was -Pm#reen ‘presefctf-when APKeough" spoke - 
to-you aboUt ! MriTIddge ?- -P 

A, She was, and said M‘Keough was comical him-' 
self, and would not stay with Air. Hodge f - 

Q, Did M'Keouglv tell you why-he- vrould not. re- • 
turn to Mr. H. ? ■!. 

A., He said ho would not)* on’account bf a quarrel ■ 
aboutakeyof thd boiling-house. ; >■ 

Q. DiclM‘Keough tell you that Mr. Hodge took* 
his hat and shoe seaway.? J 

JU.m*- 
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M&s. ANN ARRINDELL, 

• Sworftin chief. ■ 

#. Wereyou,at anytime, aVWtof et Mr. Hodge*® t 

■ A. I wAs, ' ' : .;. ‘ ■ 7 

Q. Did you know of Margaret’! having cooked a. 
dhndfr oti<$ ? * 

A. She did—remarkably well. 

Q. Wai she aCcus&ttted* td hate a pain ift her 
stomach? 

A. She WsUu 

Q. Do yaii know any thing respecting’ hr> death l 
A. Mi*. Hodge Wds knocked up by the Servants,, 
on that night, after we had all gone t,d bed} ahb died 
iiV the mbrnthj. 

Q. Did you otose we any fhark&of violence upon her ? 
A. NohO. 

Q. What was Mr. Ilodge*s disposition towards hi# 
Servants ? v 

A. 1 never SAW hint ifrttated wUtt them ^ he was a 
kind master, husband and father. 

Cross-examined by Mr. lisle. 

Q. Do you recollect whether her handkerchief was 

en or off? • 

A. I do not. 

Q. Was her mouth scalded ? 

A, I do not know. 

Q.Mow do you. know that Margaret cooked th* 
dinner l 
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AH I suppoftftxlrij^'^ tausevsfefc'cmeibr ordevs; - 
<?. How oftenJiav^ : 'fbiii;iRi^edyMr. Hodge?-’ 

. bepiv four, tijnes., s> 

Q. How long have you staid on those occasions ? 

A. rpur er five daya at a timp. ■ 

<0. Bid you see Mr. M‘Keough or Pefrc'en there I 
'■•A. I did not. 

Had;Mr. Hodge any -raanager at tliat time ?• 

-f. X do hot think he had any . 

. Q. Did this happen on any particular day ?■ 

A, , I.go Dpt think it was ,a remarkable day. 

Q. Was.Mr. Hodge attentive to his negroes when-? 
Uiey were sick ?"• 

A. He was—he has often mixed medicines for - 
them ; he was ol,ever that way. , t 

Q. Do you know the cause of Margaret’s death? 

. A. I .-can’t be positive of what Margaret died.; .Mr.' 
Hodge told me in the morning at breakfast table,;- 
that Margaret washing or dead, I can’t say which. 

By Mr. Solicitor General. 

Did Mr. Hodge say she had a cramp, or paiuin 
her,stomach ft ■ • 

A. He told me she was very ill—I think he said- 
ie was a cramp or pain in her stomach. 

By prisoner’s counsel. 

0* What is your opinion of Mr. Hodge ? 

Af l. can’t say any thing but what ip. pleasant a£. 
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Hodgej in . j.uitieb='-«ciL lfissi'»'-Abcordiiigf ; -to-' my con* 
science. , ,, 

Mr. LUle^l -shall 1 gointo evidence to prove the 
.contrary. '■ /;;••• -,i' V- • 

/. Counsel-forthe prlsohei>*«>bjccied.: 

- Mr..Solicitor General^^ted i»4sf»o//5r‘8S4* , 

1 The prosecutor cavr^ot enter.vinti> : evidence rof the 
.defendant^; character, 'unless the, ^defendant-enable 
him. to do so by his calling witnesses to suppbrtity 
and even then the prosecutor cannot j&jcahijne topar- 
■ ticnlar facts. ;■ 1%xrtfyk-hi-fdi 

Mr.- Long) in reply, quoted Peak^ ^A t., . 

‘iThe cJotHt- decided that each party; may gO into 
•general character ( . ■ . twn. 

31y Mr. Justice Iee&bt> ^ h ’-v »;ot -jl 

any■ DbctbV 4 cldied in to Margaret? ... 
ji. I doh’t ktiovr jfthere was^, there might. 1 be.. 

• Was it cu&toinafy for Margfa»e4 t4»wcar ^a : Hand- 
ikercluef round her huad i «■.-lod '>»<■. v ‘is 
A. Tdop-t know ;I thinkshe.did ingtu&^al^bdt 
' i-oannot say. • •.i • Mj & : 



•v, 3 Wbb..AN ( NE,RA>WjBQMEv 

(Prisoner’s Sister) 

•• • Sworn npon! the yoke dim* \ ; >. \ 

:Mr. Unity 

1 object to the testimony iof Mrs. t&awborie} 1 
•can prove ihjat «he >has> declared she knew something , 
that ‘would hang her brother,. ;but if she -was brought 
{forward to give evidence, she would not* say isuay: thing 
do injure him* . 

Swomdfc chief. . ■ 

Examined by Mr. Muagnroe. , , 

Did yem JtRow Prosper i, 

A. I dids he assas. runaway with it: lange pudding 
round his leg. . ! .> 

£>. Do you know of las death'? - 

A, He> ssasofterwaflds found-in Scinda’s fiQUse, dead, 
In -a ^tate; of corruption* apd ;fcui 3 ©d,nsay jit. 

'^. Did you see ^eiiireenithej’fl ? , . r 

A. I never saw her there. 

•' ^•Oe; .yoa l^w.i®f;®Jaiiga?et?S'ihi»v}ng>- choked a 
dinner for Mr. Hodge ? :: 

A. I do—she cooked it very well. 

4 J. Do you know any thing of her death ? 

A. I heard a noise at night, and my brother going 
nut and coming in, and in the morning I heard from 
him that she died of a pain in her stomach. 
i£. Was not this a family complaint! 

A, it was—her mother and sister died of it 5 hef 



'mother nursed me and 1 have always been afraid of 
that pain. 

Q. Do you know whether the puddings were taken 
"off of Prosper ? 

A. I never heard of their being taken off. 

Q. How long were you on the estate before he 
died? 

A. Two or three months. 

Q. Do you know of his being'flogged ? 

A. I never knew of his being flogged* 

Q. Was M‘K.eougli on the estate at that time ? 

A. He was not—-Mr, Rose was there. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lisle. 

Q. Did Mr. Hodge lock you up when he was about 
to punish negroes ? 

A. No. . 

Q. Did y6u not say to somO one that you could tell 
something to hang your brother, but if you were 
called on his trial, you would say nothing to condemn 
him ? 

A. I sent a message by Dr. John West to my bro¬ 
ther, to say that if he did not do something respect¬ 
ing my negroes, I would shew, a letter. 

Q. What was the cause of the punishment of put¬ 
ting Prosper in irons ? 

A. Being a runaway; as he ran away with them, 
I suppose he had them on when he died. 

Q. Where did he die ? 
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A. He was found dead in Scinda’s house, 

Q. Was she runaway ? 

A. I don’t know, 

DOCTOR WILLIAM WEST. 

Sworn in chief. 

By Mr. Musgravc. 

Q. Have you attended Mr. Hodge’s estate ? ! 

A. I have the last six years, occasionally. 

Q. Have you visited his sick-house ? 

A. I have. 

Q. Did you ever encounter any offensive smell 
there ? 

A. Not more than in others; it was as comfortable 
as they generally are. I have performed operations 
in it. 

Q. Did you ever observe mutilated negroes there ? 
A. No. 

Here the prisoner's counsel produced the doctor’s 
accounts for 1 806—7 and 8. 

Q. Are those your accounts ? - 

A. They are extracted from my books, and I have 
been paid the amount of them. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Solicitor General. 

Q’ Did you attend the estate by the year ? 
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A. No-only when sent for. 

Q. Was you called in to attend Prosper? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you see Pevreen there when your brother 
died at Mr. Hodge’s ? 

A. I don’t recollect having seen her. 

Q. When was that ? 

A. He died in August 1803. " 


MRS. RAWBONE. 

By Mr. Solicitor General] 

Q. What do you know of M^eougb ? 

A. I think him a drunkard and a liar. 

Q. What induces you to think so ? 

A. I have heard it generally. 

Q. From whom ? 

A. From Mrs. Ross and Mrs. Hodge. 

DOCTOR JOHN WEST. 

Sworn in chief. 

Q. Have you visited Mr. Hodge’s sick-house ? 

A. Mr. Hodge has consulted me about sick negroes } 
j but I have not been sent for often, 
j Q. Have you been in the habit of visiting Mr. 
| Hodge ? 
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A. X;have> frequently. 

Q. Have you ever been challenged or prevented-, 
going in ? 

A. Never. 

Q. Did you know Prosper ? 

A. I know nothing of him-p-I never heard hist 
same before this business. 

Q. Was Mr. M‘Kcough onthe estate in July 1808? 

A. I do not recollect. 

Q. Have you ever seen him there ? 

A. I don’t recollect having seen hhn there at all, 
except when Mrs. Hodge died. 


MR. DANIEL ROSS. 

By Mr. Solicitor General. 

Q. Have you ever heard Mrs. Ross say any thing. 
®F Mr. M'Keough ? 

A. I declare X never did, nor do I believe she 
knows lim, much less that she could have spoken ill 
©f him to Mrs. Riuybone. 

'—<©- 

MRS. RAWBONE. 

Q. What acquaintance had Mrs. Ross with Mr. 
M:lleough? 
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A. I don’t know how she knew him. 


JULIANA ROACH. 

, (A free mulatto woman.) 

Q. Do you know M'Kcoughand Perreen Georges ? 
A. Yes—they lived af Crook’s yard in July or Au¬ 
gust, 1803. * 


JANE GOODWIN, 

(A free mulatto woman.) 

Q. Do you know any tiling of the character of 
Perreen Georges ? 

A. I know that she stole some clothes from her 
mistress when she was a slave. 

Q. Do you know it of your own knowledge ? 

A. I do not know it of myself. 

Q. Do you know any thing against her since she 
has been free ? 

A* Nothing. 


The Hon. GEORGE DAVIS DIX, Esq. 
Examined on the Bench. 

Q. Was Mr. M‘Xcougli in your employ ? 

n a 
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A. I employed lrin&as ft manager at Ballast-Bay. 

Q. Can you speak to his character ? 

A. He was an active, industrious man. I have no 
doubt of his veracity—-T discharged him for intempe¬ 
rance in the evening—in 1804. 

Closed on the part of the Pri&bner. 

— 

On the part of the Crown. 

MISS JANE TQDMAN, 

Examined in chief by Mr. Lisle. 

Q. Have yoii heard Mrs, Rawbone make any de¬ 
claration respecting, the.prisoner ? 

A. I heard Mrs. Rawbone say that her brother dare 
apt disturb her, for.she could hang him* 

Q. When did this happen ? 

A. Just before, she. married. Mr. Rawbone. , 

Q. Was she at variance with.her brother ?. 

A. She we?,, and, until his imprisonment. 

Q. Did she make any other declaration ? 

A. She said she would take a false oath to*sav® 
her brother—-she had seen nothing done, but could 
»evertheless hang her brother. 

Q. Did Mrs. Rawbone tell you that when her bro¬ 
ther was going to punish negroes,, he used to lock. 
her up, and Mrs. Hodge ? 



A. No—but she said .that on those oscasions she 
would go into her room.of hesself. 

MRS. FRANCES PASEA ROBERTSON; 

Sworn in chief. 

Q. Bid you hear Mrs. Rawbone make any dcclara- 
tsion respecting her brother? 

A. I did—-Mrs, Rawbone declared in my presence) 
that she would perjure herself rather than condemn, 
her brother. 

Q. Did she say any thing more ? 

A. At another time, she saicl she could hang her- 
brother. I gave her refuge in my house before her 
marriage; I noticed that I was afraid of her brother,. 
and I observed to her , that being without a male protec¬ 
tor, (my son being in England and Mr. Smith at Bal¬ 
last-Bay) “ your brother may come with a side-saddle 
and take you away.”—rMrs. Rawbone answered* 

“ don’t fear, ’ds more ihan he dare do—>1 could hang 
him !’* and she repeated that expression three times,. 
holding up her finger. 

Q. Have you conversed with Mrs. Rawbone on, 
those subjects since 1809, and have you expressed - 
yourself against Mr. Hodge with any animosity, or 
said you wished to see him hanged ? 

A, As I heard he spoke of me in a cruel manner, . 



my feelings were wounded, and I did appeal on Kiy 
knees to the Almighty, to hear the prayer of the wid¬ 
ow and orphan, and let him have his deserts,, if it was 
even with hemp. He has injured me, but if I have 
the opportunity, I will return good for evil—I am now 
here without animosity, and would go a thousand 
miles to serve him, for his childrens’ sake. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Long. 

Q. Have you heard Mrs. Rawbone declare to you 
that she intended saying in court, what she mention¬ 
ed to you ? 

' A. I have understood so from her. 

Q. Has not Mrs. Rawbone told you that what she 
knew was from negro information ? 

A. She has. 

By Mr. Lisle . 

Q, Did she not tell you that she kept herself in 
her chamber to avoid being witness to these barbari¬ 
ties ? 

A, She did. 

Q- At the time she said she could hang her brother, 
did she mention negro testimony ? 

A. No. 
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MISS JANE TODMAN, 

Being again interrogated by the Solicitor General: 
repeated precisely tv - hat she said before. 

MR. JOHN RAWBONE. 

By Mr. Tyson. 

Q. When was it that Mrs. Robertson made the de¬ 
claration “ that she hoped Mr, Hodge would have his 
deserts, even if it were in hemp V* 

A. It was on a Tuesday—Mrs. Rawbone was at 
Mrs. Robertson’s, when the-latter told Mrs, Rawbone 
that a warrant was issued out against her brother; 
Mrs. Rawbone was distracted. It was at that time 
Mrs. Robertson made the declaration you mention. 

Q. Did you ever declare to anyone that Mrs. Raw- 
bone was locked up by her brother ? 

A. Never—I said that she went to her chamber. 

Q, Did not you say to M*s. Rawbone that she 
would make it worse for her brother ? 

A*.I did,not. 


Miss JANE TODMAN. 

By Mr. Solicitor General ... 

Q. Was the declaration by Mrs. Rawbone made.- 
before or after the warrant was issued ? 

A. Before. 
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MR. JOHN HANLEY. 

ByMr< Solicitor General* 

Q. Did Mr. Rawbone tell you that the prisoner 
made Mrs. Rawbone go down to hcrcharribc oen 
any thing was going forward ? 

A. He did. 

Q. Did Mrs. Rawbone make any observation to you 
on meeting a negro with burnt lips on the road ? 

A. She did—she said “ that is my brother^ mark.” 

Q. Did she say any thing to you respecting Jupiter? 

A. She said that Jupiter had stolen some ratafia 
and was punished by burning in the mouth—that she 
heard his screams, and that he ran in her presence 
with his mouth in that state. 

The Jury refreshed by mutual consent, at 3 o’clock 
A. M. 


——— • 

f’ERRE'EN GEORGES. 

By Mr . Solicitor General,, 

Q. Did Margaret complain of a pain in her stom¬ 
ach ? 

A. She did. 

Q. Do you know the cause ? 

A. It proceeded from boiling water poured down 
her throat. 

Q. How do you know this ? * 

A. I saw the kettle of water. . 
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Q. Who called for it ? 

A. Mr. Hodge—I heard the screeches, and saw her 
coming with her mouth burnt. 

Q. How long was it before she died ? 

A. It was about two or three months; she spit 
blood a long time. 

By Mrl Tyson. 

Q. What was Margaret doing in the kitchen ? 

A. Pounding minced meat. 

Q. Was Joan there also i 
A. She was. 

Q. What happened after ? 

A. I helped Margaret; just as dinner went in she 
fell down and was carried into the sick-house. ,., , 

Q. Did you see her in the white house ? , 

A- I did not. . ’ . 

By the Court. 

Q. Was Joan a good cook ? 

A. She was not. 

Q. Was you doing what Margaret had to do ? 

A. I was. - ■••• 

Mb. STEPHEN M'KEOUGH. •' 

By Mr. Lisle. : - • 

Q. Was Margaret a woman with a scalded ihouth l 
A. She was, ■■'■■■■ 5 



mu. Robert green. 

Tty Mr. Attorney General. 

Q. When you lived on Mr* Hodge’s estate, how 
many negroes had he ? 

A. One hundred and'thirty or orie hundred and forty. 
Q. When did you quit him ? 

A. In 1803, after he returned from England. 


MR. STEPHEN M‘KEOUGH. 

By Mr. 'Lisle. 

Q. Did Mr. Hodge ever tell you to mark down tit* 
groes as runaway, whom he knew were dead ? 

A. He did. 

Q. Did you keep a list of negroes ? 

A. I did—I gave him a iist-board evetfy morning. 

Q. Was there a plantation book kept ? 

A. There was • at one time—I kept one, but on 
Mr. Hodge finding things in it he did not wish, he 
destroyed it, and would not suffer any to be kept any 
longer. 

Q. Did he ever sell any negroes ? 

A. Not more than one or two. 

Q, Did he ever sell any to Mr. Forbes ? 

A. I don’t recollect. ' • 

Q. Do you know of any runaway s at St. Domingo ? 
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A. There are 2 or 3 at St. Domingo.-*-! recollect 
Thomas being runaway. 

Q. Have you frequently seen negroes on the estate, 
with puddings and crooks ? 

A. I have. 

Q. Have you ever seen arty with two puddings on 
■each leg, and a crook ? 

A. One negro, I believe, named Fortune,, Mr. 
Hodge said he could not bring him down. 

Q. Was his mouth burnt ? 

A. It was. 

Q. Do you believe Mr. Hodge to be a cruel man ? 

A. I cannot say otherwise than that he was cruel, 
from his treatment to hi3 negroes. 

■Evidence closed on froth sides, 

Mr. TYSON, 

In a very eloquent Address to the Court and Jury, 
dosed the defence. 

(The reporter, in justice to the learned gentleman, 
and presuming he shall be enabled to publish this 
speech, verbatim^ in the second edition, trusts he 
shall be pardoned for inserting here, the substance 
only.) 

Mb, Tyson adverted to the late hour at which he 
rose, and the exhausted state he found himself ifi 5 


o 



it could not be .exacted that he should speak at great 
length, but although he had already taken up much 
of their time, he must occupy a little more. He then 
reverted to the testimony of M'Keough and Perreen 
Georges, and commented upon it at length. He 
could not give up the testimony of Mrs. Rawbone,. on 
account of her relationship to Mr. Hodge ; a father 
may give testimony against a son—a brother against 
his sister ; it could not be affected i he admitted re- 
gavd on the part of relations generally ; but they had 
had family quarrels ; she had charged Mr. Hodge 
with being the cause of her losing four negroes.— 
JVlrs. Rawbone, therefore, did not possess that tender 
regard for her brother. Mr. Tyson attiibuted her 
expression, as to hanging him, to the circumstance 
of those negroes.—Before her reconciliation with 
liim, she had declared that her intention or meaning 
referred to chose negroes ; Mrs. Rawbone was con¬ 
trasted with Mrs. Robertson j the proceeding of the 
latter lady had been violent in the extreme ; she en¬ 
tertained impressions against Mr. Ilodge, and they 
had operated on her mind to that degree, that she 
threw herself on her knees in an agony, and recom¬ 
mended him to his deserts—hemp 1 qualifie' after 
by saying, t{ if he deserved it”—she had fervently 
prayed for the destruction of Mr. Hodge ; said after¬ 
wards, she was not prejudiced against him, and would 
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do any thing to serve him. She certainly was preju¬ 
diced ; Mr. Rawbone gave a different account. 

The declaration of Mrs. Rawbone was made ill an 
agony of grief; she had been in that state two or 
three hours—it was then and only then, and under 
the excruciating feelings she was overpowered by, 
else s.. J “if I knew any thing of my brother, I 
Would perjure myself rather than injure him.” 

Mrs. Arrindell opposed Pcrreen's story about Mar¬ 
garets 

MV. Tyson then recapitulated and contrasted the 
whole of the evidence, and temmented upon it at 
great length; 
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Jiiin. SOUCIXbR GENERALS 

CLOSIHG ADDKESS TO THE COURT. AND JURY* 
May it please your Honors, 

Gentlemen qf the Jury, 

IT. is now past 3 o’clock on Tuesday morning, and 
the trial of the prisoner at the bar, for the murder 

his slave Prosper, commenced yesterday morning, 
at the hour of ten ; sixteen hours have been consu¬ 
med in the investigation of this most horrid, thi3 
most barbarous act of wanton cruelty—cruelty which 
has led to death* 

Gentlemen, you may easily conceive that after the- 
watchful attention necessary to be given to a cause of 
this importance, through all its shifts and changes, 
that nature must be almost exhausted; but I trust, 
by the assistance of the Almighty, whose laws I am 
now advocating, that the zeal which I feel, will ena¬ 
ble the energies of my mind to support the feeble¬ 
ness of my body. 

With the aid of my God, I shall be able to paint- 
the murderer at the bar, as he really is, shocking to 
behold 1 By the command of the representative of 
Majesty, I present myself before you, as the ad¬ 
vocate of humanity, to support the wholesome and 
beneficial laws of civil society. 

I had intended to lay claim to your attention at the 
opening of the cause, but all that was necessary to be. 



done* . bus been most effectually and impressively 
performed, by my learned frigid and colleague, Mr. 
Lisle; ar it now becomes my duty to shew you 
that the case which he opened has been completely 
proved and made out by the most ample and satisfact¬ 
ory testimony. 

it is here necessary for me, gentlemen, on my 
part, to state to you the crime, of which the prisoner 
at the bar stands charged by the indictment.—It Is 
for the wilful murder of a defenceless slave. 

You will naturally inquire, what could be the 
crime, which a creature, not a free agent, one under 
the controul and dominion of the prisoner, could be 
guilty of, to deserve to forfeit his life by the hand of 
Iiis master. 

The investigation will then shew you how trivial 
was the offence ; how wanton, deliberate and cruel 
wits the punishment. 

The witness, Perreen Georges, informed you that 
the fall of a mango from a tree, on which the deceased 
was set as a watch, excited the implacable resentment 
of the prisoner. This rich, but hard hearted man j 
this favorite of fortune ; child of affluence, dcmarl- 
ed from his poor distressed negro, whose labours had 
contributed to his luxuries, the enormous, the extor¬ 
tionate sum of six shillings, as an equivalent for the 
loss of that, which was not occasioned by theft or- 
neglect*, but by. accident, or the act of God l half the 
O 2 
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sum demanded was obtained by tile ill fated, helpless 
sufferer ; from the witness herself—-this was ten¬ 
dered to the master; but like the unfeeling Jew, 
iff the “ Merchant of Venice,’* he rigidly exacted the 
penalty of his bond ! he T ould have his price, or have 
his life !—his design is not, on the impulse of the 
moment, put into execution ; life is not extinguished 
at a blow-—No ! he puts him to a lingering, agonizing 
death-—his breath is dragged out by degrees. 

The indictmentstates, and truly, that, the deceased 
-was laid down on his face and belly, extended and 
held out, and his body flayed and lacerated by the 
hand of his fellow slave, under the direction and com= 
mand, and by the coercion of the prisoner at the bar, 
for upwards of one hour ; during the whole of which 
time he was present. Malice is not yet glutted ; the 
sufferer, though permitted to rise, is wrapped in fet¬ 
ters, confined in a pestilential pris.on ; and tire very 
next day brought forth, and undergoes, by the order, 
and in the presence of the prisoner, a second inhu¬ 
man flagellation. Cruelty invents new methods of 
torture ; he is tied to a tree, the whip curtailed in 
length, and he is flogged, at what the voluptuary 
merrily and facetiously terms “ short-quarters” until 
be faints! animation is suspended ; he would have, 
said, if he could have spoken, what is mirth to you, 
is death to me.—Life vibrates, his eyes are opened, 
,apd.h$ beholds himself linked to two other objects of. 
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pity, in the loathsome cell, to which he was reeon- 
veyed. These three wretches attempt their escape : 
Prosper, the deceased, the hand of death being upon- 
him, is incapable of proceeding but a few yards— 
creeps into his own or some other hut, and short!, 
ends his miserable existence; a sacrifice to the un¬ 
paralleled barbarity of his inhuman master. 

The testimony that has been produced before you*, 
represents him to have been cut to rags; that no skin, 
was left upon his body ; and that before, the soul had 
winged its flight from the mangled carcase, the-worms 
had taken possession of the mortal frame ! 

A hole was dug, not a grave, and the offensive re ¬ 
mains of him, who found mercy in death, was thrust 
into it head foretnost. 

Gentlemen, I have not now stated to-you what will: 
he proved by witnesses-—No, I have told you of that- 
which has been deposed to, by the most unquestiona¬ 
ble witnesses. 

Murder, until the present instance,.we have always-, 
been able to attribute to some particular baneful and 
diabolical source. The sacred pages inform us of 
the nmrder o£ Abel, by. Cain, through cn-oy of. 
Uriah, by David, for adultery ; of Abner, by Joab, for 
ambition ; of Naboth, by Jezebel, for avarice ; and of. 
Jehu’s son, by Alhaliah, for revenge . _ The prisoner, 
at the bar, could not have envied his slave Prosper,, 
fop he was poor and wretehed, ^nd his master pos>^ 




184 


sensed every means of earthly happiness ; he could 
not have excited his jealousy* his ambition* his avur 
ike* or Ms revenge ; these passions ave not to be 
caused by our inferiors; they are moved by our 
equals and superiors in life. The words of the in¬ 
dictment, truly describe him* a person of a cruel, 
malicious, and diabolical disposition, net having the 
fear of God before his eyes, but moved and seduced 
by the instigation of the devil. 

The depravity of his heart, has made him even re-* 
gardless of self-interest; his ferocious and black heart, 
has caused him to murder his defenceless slave, and 
to tire destruction of his own property. He who was 
in duty and honor bound to protect his slave, has rais¬ 
ed his hand and shed his blood, in return for faithful 
services, observance of orders, general obedience, 
actuated by a principle of duty. He has rowarded him 
with stripes and death. 

The evidence given by PCrrcen Georges, has beet*, 
supported by another material witness, Mr. M‘- 
Keough. 

In proof of their credibility, of the strong claim- 
they have to belief, I will recal to your recollection 
the circumstance of Mr. M‘Keough*s being at the Isl¬ 
and of St. Croix when the investigation of the con¬ 
duct of the prisoner took place, upon the charge of 
the murder of a great number of his slaves—-that he 
had been, for a length., of time, separate and* apart 



165 


from Pcrrscn Georges—that ho was sent for by those, 
to whom this prosecution was entrusted—that he was 
not a volunteer witness—that he was ignovant as to- 
the subject he was to be examined upon when brought 
ever—and what is the result ? That he supports the 
examination of Perreen Georges, taken before his 
arrival at Tortola, and without seeing or conversing; 
with her. Their respective examinations before the 
magistrates, as to, the various acts ’ of cruelty and. 
murder, committed by the prisoner, put into writing, 
the prisoner's counsel permitted to have access to 
them; and the parole testimony given this day, before 
you, Gentlemen of the jury, after a long, dose, and 
ingenious cross-examination, as to the matter, differs, 
in no respect whatsoever, 

If you believe these witnesses, there is an end t© 
the defence set up by the prisoner's counsel; it vesta 
altogether on the credibility of their testimony, which 
stands firm and unshaken. 

Another, but indirect defence, is, that persons, ene¬ 
mies to Mr. Hodge, have conspired together to do him 
an injury ; that through their exertions, this prose¬ 
cution has been instituted. Has this been proved, 
Gentlemen ? Does not the very contrary appear ?. 
Has not the murderer been too long at large ? Has 
not suspicion, long ago, attached to his character? 
Has not his punishment been to© long deferred ?—But 



the day of retribution is at length come, anti tlie laws 
of his injured country demand blood for blood! 

Gould any man have had a fairer or more impartial 
trial, than the prisoner at the bar ? After exercising 
to the fullest extent all the humane regulations of the 
law in such cases made and admitted, he comes to be 
tried by a jury of his own choosing. Gentlemen, 
iriiat is conspiracy ? The law defines conspirators to 
be they who confederate or bind themselves by oath, 
covenant, or other alliance, that e-cry of them shall 
aid and bear the other, falsely an aliciously to do, 
or cause to be done, such and sue . juries. 

Who will th» appellation of conspirator apply to 
oh the present occasion ? I will answer the question 
for?bu, Gentlemen^!* will apply to the magistracy 
of your country; to the respectable members of the 
two houses of your Legislature, your Council and 
Assembly; The first holding the rank in the Virgin- 
Islands, that the peers of the realm do in the mother 
•country—the last the members of your Commons 
House of Assembly, whom you have chosen to repre¬ 
sent you in your parliament, to guard your rights 
and privileges—men of whose good conduct, you have 
yourselves borpe testimony, by repeatedly, bestowing 
upon them your suffrages. 

The first charger that is brought against the prison- 
:mi . by affidavit, is by Mr. Cox Robertson, who was,at 
OPS; time tfie friend and companion^ Mr. Hodge j: 
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-whether these quondam friends have quarrelled 
not, or whether the accuser of Mr. Hodge, discover* 
•ing the malignity of his heart, and the atrocity of 
his. acts and deeds, or whether the accusation'proceed* 
■cd in the first instance from a motive of ilb-will-or re¬ 
venge, is not an object of minute inquiry bn your 
part, provided the fact, charged in the indictment be 
-true, and proved to your satisfaction, either by posi¬ 
tive testimony, of circumstantial evidence, or the one 
-supported by-the other. i>. is .unnecessary for me to 
•observe to you, I am sure, that accomplices in the 
very charge contained in a bill of indictment, are 
rendered legal witnesses, when they turn King’s evi- 
-dence, as it is commonly called, aud arc admitted t? 
give testimony cn the part of the crown. 

I believe you have, Gentlemen, a recent instance 
in your own colony, of two slaves, convicted upon 
the testimony of a fellow slave, an accoanplice, who 
was admitted as King’s evidence, for the wilful and 
corrupt murder of their master, going from Tortola 
to Normaa’s-Island, one of its dependencies. 

Gentlemen , 

You must re collect hp,w. closely the counsel on the 
part of the crown confined themselves, in the exa¬ 
mination of the witnesses, to the specific, to the in¬ 
dividual charge of murder laid in the indictment, but 
.notwithstanding this proper and extreme caution on 
their part, in performing a duty between the King 



'•atul Ms subject ,? what came out upon the cross-exa¬ 
mination of our witnesses by the prisoner's counsel f 
In on attempt to invalidate the testimony, given on 
the part of the prosecutions they prove by their own 
shewing, that he is also guilty of the murder of an 
unfortunate female slave of the name of Margaret, 
by pouring into her mouth, and down her throat 
boiling water out of a tea kettle, and by other barba* 
rous and diabolical inflictions oi-cruelty. 

It is true, Gentlemen, an indictment is now ready, 
and on the table, to be presented to tbe -grand jury 
for the murder of Margaret, as well as seven other 
.indictments for murder, all of .which, Gentle¬ 
men, no doubt, you have been informed of by gene¬ 
ral report; we should not have brought them for¬ 
ward in aid of the present indictment, now at issue, 
nor have mentioned them, had we not been author!* 
■■zed so to do, in consequence of their being touched 
upon by the prisoner’s counsel, and -mentioned with 
the hope and expectation of entrapping our witness¬ 
es. My learned friends judiciously refrained from 
going any further than the case of Margaret, finding 
as they advanced, they stept in blood, shed by the 
murderer at the bar 1 

Gentlemen, you have attentively followed me in 
this melancholy labyrinth—this vale of honors ! I 
.feel grateful, and in mercy, I wish I could present 



von with a scene, ies# dreadful iwd yJcoP'; -than this 
Golgotha. 

The; evident.* Uui tos tivn '(.m/Uu’. 1 ::'.' on the pari 
. c f »»ic crown* and-the' testimony ihu^ijns <»:en K* vcn 
on behalf of Ike prisoner, inustyiit-'W»»*• y cuv 
jnemmy, Gentlemen. oa to Uiiwcgh 

inky ce: tiilBiig variances av -^ cf. 

important /.that there is m cobti-awr.thj.'i toTin:; 
charge laid £$ ,the indictment of tie mttr&e* c-i Frov* v 
per, and tfe h^life’was taken - 

of the prisoner at the bfrf. . r 

The curfcbi of testimony- all ; r w pise way; the ’ 
witnesses on the part of the prispac T r^upport toe 
• testimony givejv op tk|j'p^rt ^ '*' c 

crime on the man of blood,hovpst£&HKrig^ "* c bat, 
who was arraigned and pleaded not gisHty, and fop his 
* rial, put himself on iti«i'offered God and his -.njured 
country * and itnow devoivea on yfe according -to the 
oath you haye taken, ynur- 

ecItos, te your King and to your God T;-! 

Gentlemen, St was *«ated fo. 'tlie?i»pemng of 

tills cause, by my foamed, friend Mi. f^iste, that mur- 

der-is, wj^',n‘^P^Si‘<>f wu^-»etothy arid discre¬ 
tion, tmlwyAiSy Silfoth''k^.si^oMhljs'otentere; in be- 

afore * 

thought, l8W ’ 80 " lhft 

party ^ m w<iUn « or . h,lrt ’ 
fcc. so ^v«sntV^*-V^. * day after the ir.8ic» 
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tionu Apply tb.'is rule to the defenceless slave, Pros- 
per, and ypy;j)vD! say, ;if Prosper , was a reasonable 
creature, that *h<s prisoner at the bar is gvihy of the 
70 older ci Pt 0 .-.per, within the words, weaning and 
construction of die nde. Duty G -nttemen, accord- 
big to the opinion of the prisoner, appears by th<? 
evidence of Mr. $l‘Keougli, be wan mo? only a reason* 
able creature, bur. a good creature, a .lVigtm, obedi- 
i L-l ar.d faithful .slave to hta cruel and unfeeling mus¬ 
ter; and (his acknowledged ami admitted" by the 
prisoner at the oar, in a co/iyerr.ndori with M'Ktongh, 
when Prosper >vas the subjetc thereof. 

Yeu will find, Gctulcmen, £n the feudal, Norman 
and Saxon times, the situation of the lord and his 
villein, very similar to tlic master taid jus, slave, ac¬ 
cording to the constitution and establishment of our 
colonics. But even In those barbarous periods of the 
world, the law protected the persons of villeins 
against atrocious injuries of the lord : for he might 
aiot kill or maim his villein; though he might boat 
him witli impunity, since the villein had no action or 
remedy at saw -gainst the lord, but in case of the 
murder of bis ancestor, or the m-.-hn oi Us own per¬ 
son. Nem had also an anneal of rape, incase the 
lord violated them by force, j or could the loid inflict 
any capital punishment art his villein, without calling; 
in the'assistance of the law. 

To the honor of ray.learned friends of counsel 




wit'a live prisoner, remember Gentlemen,' they have 
not vemutod in this p-riod the world, in 

the nineteenth century, in a ehmtirui country, to con* 
tend Chat the killing of a ’.lave is no: murder in the 
rnasiec. However Lara pi esstd : n:l difficult they have 
found it, nay t impossible for them to defend their client, 
upon the principles of law and justice, they have not, 
in violation of their own feelings, in violation of the 
opinion of tl*«e world, rum in violation 1 of humnni.y,, 
atrempted to tell you, that, under any 'circumstan¬ 
ces,, "the master can with'‘impunity take the life 
of his clave—No, Gentlemen, they feel as X do—they 
feel as you do, that we are fellow subjects, that we 
arc fellow creatures ;—that we owe' allegiance to the 
same king—owe our being to, and bold our lives at 
t'pe will and pleasure of the same Godthat we wor¬ 
ship m common the one supreme Deity ;—that we 
are amenable to the same laws, human’-god divine,- 
lor the breach of the commandment of that God 
who saybj “ Thou ahalt do no^muruer.’ 11 . 

That prouder,ce which is attentive to the fall of a 
spat row, can nivorbo regardless of the mo:t excel¬ 
lent of his creation. That it k murder to kill a slave, 
is no new doctrine ; it is univci sully admitted to be so 
by the Common Law of England. The Common 
Law of England is the law of the colonies., anti God 
forbid that alavery should be tolcnncd, if the 1 law 
were otfvjrwhc. 




But to prevent doubts on a subject of so much im¬ 
portance to the cause of humanity, killing a slave is 
made murder by the• StatufeLaw of the- Leeward Isl¬ 
and-government* by an act passed in the Island of St. 
Christophers ■ in the year 1793, at a meeting of the 
General Council and Assembly of .the • Leeward' isl¬ 
ands— and) Gentlemen, long previous io the passing- 
«f thin act, which-is commonly called the Meltora 
ting Act, it ; was made murder by the indi-hlual 
Statute Law of the I sland of Antigua, to k’ll a slave. I 

To obviate any doubt in your, minds, as to the of¬ 
fender coming. within, and being punishable by th& 
laws in force, two counts are laid in the indictment; 
the one shewing'that the prisoner at the bar is guilty 
af murder at the Common Law, and the other shewing 
that the offetAce comes within, and is punishable with 
death by the Statute Law. 

Gentlemen,. I have lived long enough^** ibis'wes¬ 
tern part of Jhe^glnbe, since I have arrived at the 
mature period of lilc, to enable ate, with expe¬ 
rience to form a correct judgment oh this subject ; 
and Ido most.boldly affirm, that the slaves in,these 
colonies, are at least n3 happy as the peasantry in. 
England; when they possess humane masters. No. 
instance like the present is within tb^riknowledge of< 
man—this case, for the honor"of the world, has na 
parallel. 

They enjoy, the comforts, of an equal and tempc- 



y,j^; ei'imc—the protection of t :.-.uvstcr—llieir wants 
supplied, -their frrlovrnit.es vtiliVifted, an asylum in 
oh! age—support in infancy-—the dymv parent leaves 
to its child a fester father. The master pro* idea 
them house and home, cxsT their own industry affords 
them comforts ; acquired properly of & limited des¬ 
cription, i3 held sacred to themselves and their is¬ 
sue. In sickness they are nursed, nourished, ami 
with medical aid provided. • X have known the native' 
hi&ck of. the colonies, with gratitude speak .of the 
protection and kindness, bestowed upon - him and 
his offspring from father, son and grand-son, and, 
with satisfaction and exultation count up his own* 
generations, apd. pride himself on the antiquity of 
his sable ancestry.—Yet, Gentlemen, he iscfe^iSabie 
wretch, if his life is at-ihe-^-#*rf of &'fellow erwture. 
JLfew.thc hrws'redress ;their grievances, and let the ^ 
laws punish, their crimes. Shall the slave bis executed 
for the murder of his rosier, and'shall the master 
mid U,at it is not murder to kill his slave * -When the 
laws protect the slave from the inhumanity of the 
master, he wilt then rely on - the laws, and will not 
avenge-his own wrongs. ; 

The ad\cc.ate for the prisoner, has- attempted to 
address your feelings, knowing that according to your 
reason and judgment, guided by the evidence and the 
law, that you tnust find the prisoner guilty.« He tells 
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-you, you, will by a verdict of guilty,, deprive three 
innocent children of their only parent. 

Gentlemen, I must admonish you that you have 
no right! to indulge your feelings, at the expence of 
your conscience j you have taken a sacred oath to do 

impartial justice, between the king add the prisoner. 
You are told you must disbelieve.'and.discredit, or at 
least doubt the witnesses, vwhibh heve.been produced 
on'thepartof the crown, and if you entertain a doubt, 
you must then lean to the Side of morcy and aquit the 
prisoner*—but this is no case of doubt, the guilt is 
strong, the proof is clear.. . 

... Dismiss for a time from-your minds the evidence.•- 
that hasbeon produced on the part of the crown; and; 
out of hb own mouth shall he be condemned S‘The- 
defence /net up to rebut the charge of' murder con* 

* mined in the indictment, is, that the deceased Pros¬ 
per, .died by the - visitation. of’ God'}, or that he was 
guilty bf self-muider. 

It is admitted that he ia‘dead—then what occasion-- 
ed that death? It is ataled that he run- away from, 
hismaster’s 5 service—ihat he was apprehcndedr-tliat. 
he was puriiihed with the usual and' properin&tru- 
Tcnent—that irons were put upon him—that he was 
placed in confinement^-tlVftt he illegally, broke his 
prison, effected his escape, concealed himself; in his 
.house, where he remained slmt up to avoid discov¬ 
ery till he died, ■ - 



You - will recollect that Prosp^r's character stootf 
high.in the estimation of his' master; what then, 
should'make a good slave run away;? The answer tejn 
hard usage. He is apprehended and punished ; what 
should induce any. reasonable creature who had al¬ 
ready suffered tie corporal punishment which, his- 
' crime merited, to break- his prison and commit a*, 
new offence ? The natural answer is, the roan of fur-- 
therpunishment, or continuation of imprisonment,, 
which’wellknown. experience had . taught him was 
haver ending I. According tp Mrs. R jawbone's- evi-- 
deneft^»f:cr hie flogging, he iseobfinedib the pesti¬ 
lential prison with irons) called puddings, upon. • hi*. 
legs. What must be. the feelings- and 1 sufferings 
of that slave, who BhalH>c<x>mfr a voluntary, prisoner, 
die an agonicthg death irom^ant of foodfrather than •. 
face his inhuman master l Gentlemen, you will sky f , 
if this Was the death . Prosper died; which* is proved 
by their own witness.;, the prisoner at-lhc- bar ipur-- 
dered hifn \z The manner of - his being buried and 
the state hia .body; was in, tSaho admitted. - Had the 
. witnesses produced ou the ; urt of the crown,, proved 
that which was„beneficial to the prisoner—have they 
not been discredited ? Has hot the testimony of Mrs. 
Rawbone. sister to the prisoner, been completely 
done ^.y the evidence of Mi*s. .Robertson ? 

hi ijertson has sj«»ken fbeHngly, but she has . 
spoken truth;:she has told you that from the justrre.- 



segment, unmerited .injuriet. hpd created . in her 
breast,-; in the dmpulse.of phrcfij&y., occa&ior.cd by the 
barbarous rcports..of tlie puso^r respect mg this iady, 
at tne moment-when, she was ir.forrp'id that a warrant 
cf commitwifjtn was wsued ]feiy the magistrates for this 
wandering murderer, she. did appeal;on .her kne^a . 

to the Almighty, to hear the prayernf.the wUqw and. , t ' 
orphan, and to ft ward that punishment (hat he merited, . 
even, if .;it* .were „ an ignominious death* Such were 
her sentiments, hut whtjt are h?-r.present feeling? ? 
•;JIphin the p^wer > .o^,tho.^ifjiji»ji;'^»at has’ a]£>pett.s- 
ed her just resentment j he can no longer hua b'er, 
and her Animosity is po mores Isis.oiily by her own . >■; 
language that I c?n'do her justice; she says, ^ he - 
has injured me, but if I h&ve the opportunity, 'I .will 
jftlurh good for evil.. Tam now here without animo^- > 
iry, and would go a. thousand*inilds^td:sei;^;jtim for 
his childrens’ sake. ... > >\ - 1 ?.. 

. The finger of God has pointed out the son of this. 

lady, to be with his divine aid, the avenger 1 ; ot her 
wrongs. He is liis first accuser y .he brings to view- ' 
in a legal light, that which was long known, but rc- 
mained unnoticed sind umrivestigiusd for want of 
.proof to .bring conviction-home, to the murderer’s-, 
door. 

Your injured-country- stands disgraced in the eyes- 
of her sister colonies for criminal supineness. '- It is- 
now. struggling to wash away.\he imputed stain; ofc 




Sisgretce-f-wimt men could do, has beendone^Yoot 
now represent that country, and by your verdict, your 
are to determine what regard you pay to. the : laws of’ 
God and the laws of tho land.. 

The learned counsel for the, prisoner tolls you he 
cannot consent to give up Mrs. Jawbone's testimony. 
Mrs. Robertson’s completely invalidatesjtand, did. 
that require support, ‘Miss 1 Todraan’s comes to its. 
aid, She was present during the conversation be¬ 
tween h^rs. Rawbohc'and Mrs. Rbbei^odf,'Wliioh-haa 
been investigated, and her evidence ha* been ao 
strongs in favor of Mr {^Robert son, that tha learned 
counsel for the prisoner has caatwnjsly.avokled cnak* 
ing any comment upon it. I .am much inclined to 
think from the manner in which the prisoner’s coun¬ 
sel conducted themselves, at the commencement of. 
the prosecution, that they believed him innr t, or 
that the legpl ’ evidence, on tire part. of the crowry 
would have been insufficient to'Support the charge' 
Said in. the indictment i~-but t possess little know¬ 
ledge of the human mind, if their sentiments are not 
wofully. altered, and-1 wiilconfidehtly predict, that if 
they filled your places they’would think,-as I am.sure 
you. 1 do, that beyond every duukt, the prisoner is. 
■ guiityv. '■ 

The general" character of the Prisoner bt the bar, 5s. 
well known to you all —his cruelty is notorious. Mr. 
Ross and Mr. Green inform you, that eight years ago; 



u wa 9 0 vmei r aiLrieftS‘ onp hundred and forty negroes, 
How many* Gemienjon, io your own knowledge ,, hm 
he nbmupota his estate that* cotnlhg within your 
own private knowledge *a good proof. I am informed 
there are not more than thirty-five remaining. Has' 
this deficiency Jbeen accounted * for ?, Has there been 
any epidemic disorder in the Virgin-rslands, wljich 
could have destroyed «&. great a .number; of. th® 
slaves none' has beep proved. Has there IxsenrSi 
like mortality among thO slaves of any other proprle^ 
tor within yoilr knowledge ?«~none has been proved. 
Has he proved runaways beyond !.wo or three, or the 
sale of more than one f 

What says the medical gentleman, who occasion¬ 
ally attended the prisoner's staves ? Did be ace Pros¬ 
per, or did he see .Margaret ?—or d’.d he see any of. 
the slaves, which the prisoner is charged with hiving 
murdered? Wo—the doctor never 1 'saw any-of them. 
If these deaths, would Have borne tile test of enquiry,, 
why was not the coroner applied tb‘, tahold an inquest 
on their bodies? What was Mrs. Jawbone's conver¬ 
sation to her husband upon meeting a negro with bis 
Sips burnt off r—That the unfortunate'wretch was'her 
brother's slave, for that was his mark ! 

What says M*Keough ? T^‘ at *-be prisoner at the 
bar, desired him to mark down negroes runaway, 
when he knew that they were dead, and died, from 
his cruelties 1 that he wsp* prohibited from keeping a 



plantation book—that the prisoner finding things in 
it ha did not Re, he destroyed it. He did* wc» to de¬ 
stroy it; had he suffered it to exist, it would havo been 
A lasting record of bis infamy-—aJibing monument 
of his dishonor. ^ 

-Gentlemen, r have you now any doubt If View inno* 
mice in all its purity, and guilt with all its defor¬ 
mity, and you will} no longer doubt. 

.Inntwjence, Celestial Virgin, always has her guard 
about her i she dares look the frowns, the resentments 
and the persecutions of the world in the-face ; she is 
able to stand the rest of the strictest enquiry, and tho 
snore we behold her, still the more shall we be in love 
with her charms. But it. is not so with Guilt—the 
baneful fiend makes use of unjustifiable means to 
,-conceal her wicked designs, and to prevent discove¬ 
ry.—Artices arid Cunning are her supporters—Bri¬ 
bery and Corruption are tire defenders of her cause— 
she flies -before the face of law and justice, and 
shuns the probation of a candid and impartial en- 

The dawn of the, coming warns mo of the time I 
jfcave occupied, Let not the sun th*t is about to rise, 
set, and find you not at peace with your conscien¬ 
ces. I know that that jury-box Is filled with men of 
Religion.—Let me remind you of the words of th© 
Mosaical Law, as well as God's precept to Noah; 
A 4 ^hoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood 
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&e aKed^ 'Mot»OTer» t{ you shall take no satisfaction 
( for the Ufe tf ft murderer, who is guilty o? death, fcut 
he ahatt' surely he put to death * for the land cannot 
he cleansed of the blood, that is shed therein, but by 
! && blood of i*i«i that shed &**- , - 



CHARGE 

FRftM HIS fici-'cn the president, 
RICHARD HETHERINGTGN, Esq. 

TO THE PETIT JURY. 

Gentlemen) 

BY^virtue of a special commission of oyer and 
terminer and general gaol delivery, from his Excel¬ 
lency the Governor in chief of the leeward Charribee 
Islands, you have been .summoned to 117 offences, 
said to be committed in the- Virgin-Islands, and you 
have been selected out of the pannel summoned, by ■ 
the prisoner at the bar, Mr. Arthur Hodge ; and you 
have been sworn, on the Holy Evangelists of Al¬ 
mighty God, to do justice impartially, and according 
to your oaths. 

You have heard the evidence, adduced by persons, 
as I believe,, entitled. to full credence ; you have 
heard the law, as laid down in the books, respecting 
murder, the law makes no distinction between mas¬ 
ter and servant s God created white and - he created 
black creatures j and as God makes no distinction in 
administering justice,, and to him each is alike, you 
will not, nor can you alter yotu* verdict, if murder has 
been proved—*whether on white persons or on black 
persons, the crime is equally the same with God and 
the Jaw. 
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If you. believethe murder has been committed, an 
I do, you must find the prisoner guilty ; if not? you , 
must acquit him of the crime ahedged against him ; 
the fact and the evidence rest on you to determine, on, 
now—whether guiuy or not guilty, 

Tuesday Morning, > . 
doth Jp.nl, 1311. J 


ins aoHoa ch^ef justice ROBERTSONS. 

CHARGE 

TOTHS- PST IT juay. 

Gentlemen, 

THE present is an awful and solemn inquiry, as it 
affects the life of the prisoner, a man of rank in the 
country, and the due administration of justice.-—The 
law has been laid down, to you, and the cause ably 
argued, both on the part of the prosecution, and on 
behalf of the prisoner ; you are in possession of the 
whole of the evidence, , and being, no doubt, greatly 
fatigued, I shall trespass on you but a short time.— 
I, am dear, the life and member of, a slave> are not 
z.c the disposal of his master; and that, however, an . 
owner may have a right to correct his slave at his. dis¬ 
cretion, yet such correction mu^t be presumed to be 
given for some fault or offence, and ought to be lim¬ 
ited to the bounds of moderation • and wherever that. 
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is exceeded and death fensues, the mastedordering 
or directing it is accountable. 

In the present Instance# if you bielicve what the 
witnesses "hr the crown have sworn to,* the conduct 
of the piisoner in the tnode and manner of inflicting 
the correction, charged against “him, the repetition 
thereof, the subsequent imprisonment in irons, and 
the total inattention to the deceased afterwards, wera 
such aggravations as, I am Concerned to say,‘will 
constitute the heinous offence hid to the prisoner's 
charge. 

I am persuaded* that yo\i will consider the'caCe with 
a due regard to the condition of the unhappy prisoner, 
your oaths, and what you owe to your country and 
’ your God. A great deal of evidence bias been taken, 
partly with a view to invalidate the testimony of the 
witnesses for the crown, which, however, chiefly went 
" to the charging M*K$ough with being sometimes ad¬ 
dicted to inebriety—and Perreen with having, when 
a slave, purloined some of her mistress’s cloaths ; in 
other respects no material imputation was made 
against their veracity ; and with respect to the lapse 
of time that had occurred since the commission of 
the offence, you have heard the excuse the witnesses 
gave 

The prisoner’s sister, however cxcuscable her at¬ 
tachment to her brother may be, is reprehensible, at. 
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is the old black woman* Penelope Hodge, who made 
the deposition. 

The credit of the witnesses remains with you to 
decide on, and you will, when you retire, consider 
the subject aa its importance merits, and discharge 
your duty iY«e from prejudice or favor, as you, by 
your oaths are bound todo, and bring in your verdict 
accordingly. 


the *RiaoNKH J a A&zmssa to the jurt 

OK THEIR. UliTSlUNG. 

<&? 

AS bad as I have been represented, or as bad as 
you may think me, I assure you that I feel support 
in my afflictions from entertaining a proper sense of 
religion* As all men are subject to wrong, I cannot 
but say that that principle is likewise inherent in me. 

I acknowledge myself guilty in regard of many of 
my slaves, but I call God to witness my innocence in 
respect of the murder of Prosper .-*-1 am sensible the 
country thirsts for my blood, and I am ready to sacri¬ 
fice it. 
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THE* Jury relived at about half past six o’clock in 
iho morning of the 30th April, to consider their 
verdict, and at about eight o’clock returned with a 
verdict of GUILTY. 

The majority of the Jury recommended the prison¬ 
er to mercy. 


Mr, Chief Justice Eobrrt?©k, in the usual form, 
and in the roost £ npressive and affecting manner,, 
pronounced the awful sentence of the law on the 
prisoner, namely, to be hanged by the neck on 'Wed¬ 
nesday the eighth of May following, until he was 
dead, on a spot near unto the common, prison. 

During the time allowed the prisoner for regular 
ing, his worldly concerns, and making hie pease with 
his God; he war constantly attended by the Reverend 
Mr, Kerie, of hi. Christophers~>na&d also, by Mr« 
Turner and Mr. Jewett, preachers attached to the 
society of Methodists ; he appeared sincere and fer¬ 
vent in his prayers, during the short time allotted 
him in this world; arid on the day appointed to con¬ 
sign him to eternity, he walked from the gaol, aecom- 
„panied by the Reverend Mr. Kerie, and Mr. Jewett, 
with a considerable degree of firmness, to the ground 
on which ae was, by the forfeiture of that life, to 
-make atonement for having employed a portion of 
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' it, in the destruction' of that of a fellow creature'*-; 
when he reached the fatal spot, he addressed some 
individuals, whom he singled out in the crowd, and 
‘ begged they would pardon any injuries they had re* 
’ ceived at his hands. After spending some time in 
'*'• devotion, he ascended the platform, where he again 
..prayed, and his last words were addressed, generally, 
to all who surrounded him, to forgive him, and to 
'join in prayer for hia eternal salvation. He then 
gave the awful sigh&V&nd was instantly launched into 
''eternity. ‘ 




Note .The expence attending the proceedings 
on this triai* paid out of the public Treasury of this 
^Island, amounted nearly to ^600 sterling. 

The expenee to the , prisoner, was about* £900 
■sterling. 


’■'Carefully examined with the original 
Manuscript ^ and'corrected. 

A. M. BELISARIO 



